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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE quick fale of the Three former Editions,
proves that this VinpicATiON of the immortal
SipNEY, and the virtuous Lorp Russert, and
alfo the LerTERs of the excellenit LApy Rus-
sELL, have fome merit, and that there is not the
leaft occafion to employ any of the too common
artificés to eftablifh the charaéter of the book, and
promote its circulation among the public.
However, as there are fome perfons who pay
that great deference to the judgment of certain
critics, as neither to efteem, nor purchafe a book,

. till they have read an account of it in the Critical

and Monthly Reviews, the following extrals are
fubmitted to their confideration.

Critical Review, May 1773.—* In the Intro-
duslion, feveral arguments are produced, vindicat-
ing the propriety of Lord Ruffell’s condu&, re-
lative to the charge of his intriguing with the court
of France, which certainly have great weight.””—
¢ If good fenfe, focial fympathy, fortitude, and
fervent piety, have any claim to attention, thefe
Letters of Lady Ruffell will communicate deep im-
preffions to the mind of a ferious reader, and af-
ford a firiking example of female virtue.””

Monthly Review, July 1773.—* It muft affor
a confiderable entertainment to perufe the Letters of
Lord William Ruffell’s Lady, and efpecially as
the Lady was a woman of the moft diftinguifhed
merit.-—Some farther light is here thrown on the
condu& of feveral eminent perfons; and it gives

Aj a ftriking
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a ftriking exhibition of Lady Rachel’s charaiter,
which was not only an excellent, but an uncom-
mon one. We fee in her the moft affe@ionate and
tender regard to the memory of her noble huf-
band, and the moft exquifite, unconquerable, and
almoft unabating grief for the lofs of him, united
with an highly exalted piety, a profound {ubmif-

fion to the Divine Will, and a wifdom and forti-

tude which enabled her to maintain a propriety
and dignity of behaviour in every fituation.”’—
“ The Introdudiento this colle&ion contains fome
valuable remartks in vindication of Lord Ruffell.»

It is evident, the Reviewer thought they were
valuable remartks, for in his animadverfions on Dal-
rymple’s Memoirs, he hath borrowed a number of
~them, fometimes in the very words, but without the
leaft acknowledgment. Probably this was the rea-
fon that the ingenuous Reviewer would give no
extrafts from the Introduftion. He alfo acknow.
ledges, « The Editor’s notes add to the entertain.
ment and utility of the work:” and the Editor
hopes that to every candid rcader, they will appear
both accurate and perfpicuous.

The feveral quotations in the Introduftion, from
different hiftorians, would have been * needlefs,”
had it not been for the late afperfions of Sir Joha
Dalrymple on the chara@er of Lord Ruffell and
others ; but are now meceffary, to fhew that the
biftorians of every party were all agreed in the
point of Lord Ruflell’s inflexible integrity, and
genuine patriotifm,
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INTRODUCTION:

THE good fenfe, tender affe@ions, fortitude,
and religion, of Lady Ruffell, are eminently dif-
played in the following Colle&ion of Letters; to
which Dr. Birch oftén refers, in his life of Arch-
bifhop Tillotfon, giving alfo two or three extraéts.
The letters were copied from the originals by
Thomas Sellwood, who lived in her family,
and dedicated them to the late Duke of Bedford.
His manufcript, which is in the library at Woo-
burn Abby, being faithfully tranfcribed, permif.
fion was eafily obtained to publifh this illuftrious
monument of female viftue. May the example
of a Lady, no lefs diftinguithed by merit than
dignity, excite imitation ! and may the condu& of
the great be univerfally influenced, by the maxim,
¢« that nobility derives its brighteft fplendor from
< folid piety!”’

The Letters are chiefly Lady Ruffell’s; the
others, are from fundry perfons, and fome of the
higheft rank, to her. There are added from
Birch, a few of Archbifhop Tillotfon’s to her
Ladyfthip, they being conneéted with fome in this
colleftion ; thefe are diftinguifhed by being placed
within crotchets; and alfo her letter to King

B A Charles



ii

INTRODUCTION.

Charles II. after her hufband’s death. Notes are
interfpcried, to illuftrate fome paflages of the let-
ters, and make the readers better acquainted with
the perfons there mentioned.

Juft as this colle€tion of letters was going to the
prefs, the fecond volume of Sir John Dalrymple’s
Memoirs, was publithed, in which, at the conclu~
fion of his’ Preface, he pathetically exprefles his
concern at finding, in the French difpatches, Lord
Ruffell intriguing with, and Algernoon Sidney
taking money from, the court of Verfailles. This
patriotic gentleman, who declares, « the Revolu-

" tion was a work of abfolute neceflity,”” doubtlefs,

muft have been exceffively mottified at the dif-
covery, that Lord Ruflell, the obje& of love,
admiration, and reverence, to himfelf, and every
true Briton, had embarked in fchemes, which his
extreme delicacy judged unbecoming the exalted
charalter that amiable nobleman hath hitherto
univerfally borne; yet, his ftri&, felf-denying
regard to truth and juftice, would not permit him
to fupprefs it. How laudable are fuch facrifices
of inclination and party! how rare fuch inftances
of impartiality in this degenerate age! Induftri-
oufly to féek for materials at home and abroad,
from enemies as well as friends, and then publith
them, not to vindicate, but to impeach chara&ters,
which had been unfullied and revered for near a
century of years; and of men, who had even
fealed a life of patriotifm, in the worft of times,

with
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with their blood! However, from this, none can.

fuppofe him capable of concealing any letters or
papers unfavourable to.the oppofite party. For
the fuppreflion of important fafls, in favour of
particular charafters and parties, is little lefs cri-
minal than the abfolute falfification of them; and
fuch a violation of one of the firft laws of hiftory,

hath been the great fource of the corruption of it.
Every lover of hiftory muft congratulate Sir
John’s reverence for truth, * and his having had
¢ accefs to original papers, and procuring mate-
« rials for’his Memoirs, far fuperior to what any
« fingle perfon hath hitherto been able to obtain.”
A few remarks, however, may be neceflary, if it
were only to alleviate the great diftrefs of this in«
genuous revolutionift, on the “ NEw racTs”

which thefe original papers have brought to light.
As for the Memoirs of James the Second, now
in the Scots college at Paris, written by that
Prince’s own hand, and the ftate papers, &c. of
the Stuart family, depofited at St. Germains,
could a rear waic be fuffered to copy and print
them, very little credit can be paid to their con-
tents, if we believe Sir John’s own defcription of
Charles and James. * Charles made mere tools
% of his minifters, and even of his brother.”
* He broke faith with his people, by obtaining a
¢ great fum to fupport Holland againft France,
«¢ although he was under fecret engagements with
“ France to deftroy it.”—At the very time he
B2 promifed
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promifed the Spaniards to call a parliament, he
faid to the French ambaffador, “1I have no inten
* tion to call a parliament; thefe are devils who
¢ intend my ruin.”’—*¢ Charles, of all men, was
« certainly the moft infincere.” Many other
paffages of the like kind might be cited in proof
of Charles’s being deftitute of truth and all in-
tegrity. |

The fame may be juftly faid of his brother:
while he was Duke of York, we fee him, under
his own hand, denying to the Prince of Orange,
any attempt towards a treaty with France, though
for months he had been promoting a treaty, even
to the writing to Louis, and fending Col. Churchill
into France to forward it*. Paffing by number-

lefs other inftances ; after he was exalted to the

throne, at the very time that he boafted, in a let-
ter to the Prince of Orange, of his entertaining
the moft liberal fentiments of toleration, he con-
gratulated Louis on his revoking the edi&t of
Nantz, and  heard with pleafure,”” his dragooning
the Proteftants to convert themt. Such was his
regard to truth, that in a letter to the Prince of
Orange, dated May 18, 1687, he fays, “he had
“'refolved to give liberty of confcience to all
« Diffenters whatever, having been ever againft
« perfecuting any for confcience fake.”” Sir John
could have illuftrated this affertion, and might

* Dalr. Vol. II. p. 239. 251.
+ Dalr. Vol. IL p. 177.
have
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have produced numerous inftances in proof, how
under James’s aufpices, perfecution triumphed for
many years through all Scotland. Proteftants
muft have ftrong faith, or rather altogether em-
brace Popery, before they can give much credit
to any other letters, and popilh memoirs of that
family.

Sir John Dalrymple hath alfo, unhappily, by
his great candor, thaken the credit even of hisown
Memoirs. In his Preface to the fecond volume,
he acknowledges, « Some of the following papers
* contradi&t fafts contained in the firft volume;
 the truth of which I believed on the credit
« of other publications.”” Surely he thould have
pointed out the racts which he found to be
raLse. Ought he not to have correfled the
groundlefs relations of the firft valume, by the
private papers and letters of the aftors of thofe
times, with which he hath fince been favoured?
Every reader of his Memoirs is now at an abfo-
lute uncertainty to what page or particular he
muft give credence: he fill finds, indeed, that
Algernoon Sidney is.charged with being a pen-
fioner of France, and Lord Ruffeil with intriguing -
with a French Ambaffador; and the evidence is fo
conclufive with $ir John, though procecding from
the teftimony of an interefted Papift, one who was
an enemy both to the religion and liberties of
England, and confefledly a man deftitute of repu-
sation and principle, that, befides publifhing this

. B3 . to
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to thé world, ‘as a fa@t not to be denied, he de-
clares, that fuch was his fenfibility and concern
for the Englith Patriots on this account, “he felt
¢ very near the fame fhock, as if he had feen
¢ a fon turn his back in the day of battle.”” Com.
paffion to his readers ('tis prefumed) prevented
his defcribing the greatnefs of the suock which he
felt, on finding the Earl of Arran, Lord Annan-
dale, Lord Rofs, and many other Scotch peers,
intriguing with the Court of St. Germains to over=-
turn the government after the revolution. A man
of Sir John’s fenfibility could fcarcely have fuf-
tained another smock, which he muft alfo have
felt, at the difcovery of ‘a number of the Scotch
nobility treacheroufly offering to take the oaths to
KingWilliam, which they had before refufed;
and atually fwearing allegiance to him, on pur-
pofe the more effeétually to dethrone him,

" Itisa piece of juftice to Sir John, to fay, he
hath acknowledged*®, that when he wrote his Me-
moirs he too eafily gave credit to a paper concern-
ing Lord Shaftfbury, in the paper-office, written
by one Maffal, whom, on a complaint from that
nobleman’s defcendants, he really found to be a
man of o bad a charalter, as not worthy of the
leaft credit, and accordingly hath retratted what
he hath taken fromit. But if the neceflary cor<
re€tions have been made, only by the help of his
own materials, it is alfo prefumed, either that we

# Yol. II. p. 324..
fhould
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fhould not have fill read in the Memoirs, (or the
afferions would have been much foftened)}——
¢« That the Popilh plot was a mere contrivance
« of Lord Shafifbury ; who, void of all feeling,
« and without remorfe, faw prifoners led to death
# for charges which himfelf had contrived®. That
« the Diffenters of England, in general, were ripe
* for attaching themfelves to the party of Jamest.

By ‘ % That

® Memoirs, p. 43. 45.

+ Memoirs, p. 168, 169. Lord Hallifax writes to the
Prince of Orange, May 31, 1687,—¢ A new Parliament
is threatened, upon a fuppofitien that it thould be made up
of Diffenters, and that they will comply with whatever
fhall be expe@ed from them. Neither of thefe will be
found true, in my opinion, if a trial thould be made.” Lord
Nottingham writes to the Prince, Sept. 2, 1687 :—¢ Few
Diffenters, upon whom the Papifts do now depend, will be
chofen ; and further, J am apt to think that few Diffenters
will attempt it, as eafily forefeeing that if they do not com-
Ply in all things that are expected, or fhall be afked of
them, they will expofe themfelves to great difpleafure, and
fo run the hazard of forfeiting that toleration which they
are well pleafed to enjoy, though they like not the method
by which it is given them, And it may reafonably be ex-
peed that fuch Diffenters as fhall be chofen, will not, in
their prefent circumftances, concur to the repeal of fo much
as the penal laws, for this has been their opinion in former
parliaments.” Lord Hallifax, in a letter to the Prince,
dated April 12, 1688, fays: ¢ Every attempt turneth back
upon them (the Court). They change the magiftracy in
the corporations, and ftill for the worfe as to their defigns.
. ) Bcing
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¢ That the legitimacy of the Pretender was af-
« certained and proved by forty witneffes, alt
¢ perfons of the higheft rank, and of the moft un-
¢ queftioned credit, in matters which fell under
¢ cognizance of their fenfes; and that the birth
s being an impofture, was a lie of party, and the
¢ prejudices of the vulgar*.—That Admiral Ruf-

‘ « felt

Being thus difcouraged by their ill fuccefs in their attempts,
fome fay they are altering their fcheme ; and not finding
their expe@ation anfwered by the Diffenters, they have
thought of returning to their old friends the High Church-~
men.”—Vol.. II. Appendix.

* Memoirs, p. 179, 213. Lord Danby, in a letter ta
the Prince of Orarige, dated March 27, 1688, writes :==
¢¢ Many of our ladies fay that the Queen’s great belly feemg
to grow fafter than they have obferved their own to do; and
becaufe it is fit her Majefty fhould always have the greateft
perfons near her in this condition, I hope the Princefs will
take care that the Princefs Anne may be always within
call, and efpecially to fee (when the time is near) that the
midwife difcharges her duty with that care which ought to
be had in a cafe of fo great concern.” The Earl of Devon-
thire writes to the Prince, the 13th of March, 1688 :—
¢ They believe the Parliament will be affembled—about the
time of the Queen’s being brought-to-bed. The Roman
Catholics incline abfolutely that it thould be a fon, and be-
fides the army at Hounflow will be in the neighbaurhood.”
In a letter to the Prince of Orange, dated June 30, 1688,
figned by the Lords Devonthire, Danby, Shrewfbury, and
Lumley, the Bithop of London, Admiral Ruffell, and Mr.
Sidney, are the following words: ¢ We mult prefume to

inform
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« fell offered to betray the fleet to James, and
« favour

inform your Highnefs, that your compliment on the birth
of the child (which not one in a thoufand believes to be the
Queen’s) hath done you fome injury ; the falfe impofing of
that upon the Princefs and the nation, being not only an
infinite exafperation of people’s minds here, but, &c.”
The Princefs {afterwards Queen) Anne’s evidence is very
ftrong, in her letters to her fifter, the Princefs of Orange,
the writes, March 14, 1687-8,—¢ I cannot help thinking
Manfell’s wife’s (i. e. the Queen’s) great belly is a little
fufpicious ; her being fo pofitive it will be a fon, and the
principles of that religion being fuch, that they will ftick
at nothing, be it never fo wicked, if it will promote their
intereft, give fome caufe to think there may be foul play
_ intended.”——March 20, 1687-8,—¢ If Manfell has a
fon, which I conclude he will, there being fo much reafon
to believe it is a falfe belly ; for methinks if it were not,
there having been fo many ftories and jelts made about it,
fhe fhould, to convince the world, make either me, or fome
of my friends, feel her belly ; but quite contrary ; whenever
one talks of her being with child, fhe looks as if (he was
afraid one fhould touch her. And whenever I have hap-
pened to be in the room as fhe has been undrefling, the has
always gone into the next room.—Thefe things give me
fo much juft caufe of fufpicion, that I believe, when fhe is
brought-to-bed, no body will be convinced ’tis her child,
except it proves a daughter. For my part, I declare I
fhall not, except I fee the child and fhe parted.”’——]June
18, 1688,—¢ My dear fifter can’t imagine the concern
and vexation T have been in, that I fhould be fo unfortue
nate to be out of town when the Queen was brought-tov
bed, for I fhall never now be fatisfied whether the child be

true
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true or falfe. She never tock care to fatisfy the world, or
give people any demonftration. It is wonderful, if fhe
had really been with child, that nobody was fuffered to feel
it ftir but Madam Mazarin and Lady Sunderland, who are
people that nobody will give credit to—The great buftle
that was made about her lying-in at Windfor, and then
refolving of a fudden to go to St. James’s (which is much
the propereft place to a& fuch a cheat in) and Mr. Tue
yene’s lying in the bed-chamber that night fhe fell in la-
bour, and none of the family befides being removed from
Whitehall, are things that ‘give one great caufe to be fufe
picious. But that which to me feems the plaineft thing in
the world, is her being brought to bed two days after fhe
heard of my coming to town, and faying that the child
was come at the full time, when every body knaws, by hes
own reckoning, that fhe fhould have gone a month longer.
After all this, ’tis poffible it may be her child ; but where
ane belicves it, a 7boufand do not. For my part, except
they do give very plain demonftrations, which is almoft
jmpoffible now, [ fhall ever be of the number of usbelien-
ers."——July 9, 1688,—¢ The Prince of Wales has
been ill thefe three or four days ; and if he has been fo

bad as fome people fay, I believe it will not be long before

he is an angel in heaven.” After the fulleft examination
of particulars, to anfwer the feveral queftions propofed ta
Ber by the Princefs of Orange, we find the Princefs Anns
thus exprefling herfelf, in .a letter to her fifter, July 24,
1688,~—¢¢ In fhort, it is not very clear any thing they do;
and for the fervants, from the higheft to the loweft, they
are Papifts. All that Mrs. Dawfon fays, feems very cleary
but one does not know what to think ; for methinks it ig
wonderful, if it is no cheat, that they never took pains ta
convince me of it.”———Now this Mrs. Dawfon, the chicf
® Memoirs, p. 413, )
eyidence,
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% favour his invafion of Englapnd®.”” A hun-
dred other party infinuations, and futile ground-
lefs charges might be produced from Sir John’s

Memoirs

evidence, was, according to Sir John, capable of afferting
an abfolute falthood, to provoke the exiled King againft his
family. ¢ M Dawfon, of his Queen’s bed-chamber,
affured him, that the was prefent when the Princefs Anpe
felt the child leap in the Queen’s belly*.” Lord Claren-
don’s remark in his diary is alfo very remarkable;— Jan,
15, 1688, in the morning I went to St. James's church ;
this js the thankf{giving day appointed for the Queen’s being
with child; there were not above two or three in the
church, who brought the form of prayer with them. Itis
ftrange to fee how the Queen’s great belly is every where
ridiculed, as if fcarce any body believed it to be true, Good
God help us!” So much for the impolture being only the
prejudices of the vuigar, and-the ke of a party, But whether
the birth was real or fuppofitious, is now not of the leaft
importance ; the revolution, doubtlefs, ftands upon a much
nobler foundation, even the rights of human nature.

# Memoirs, p. 497, 498. No evidence is produced of
this, but Fenwick’s, though fo roundly aflerted.——So Sir
John places more faith in Father Huddlefton’s fingle evi-
dence, that Charles the Second was not reconciled to the
Church of Rome till his laft hours, than in all other tefti-
monies. Fenwick charged alfo Lord Shrewfbury ; but as
Shrewfbury fays, in his letter to King William, « ’Twas
an impudent and unaccountable accufation.”

Fenwick was prefled in the Houfe of Commons by Admi-
ral Ruffell himfelf, and others, to be ingenuous, and boldly
produce his proofs : his anfwers were nothing but wretched -
evalions; which induced Lord Cutts to fay, « I think

there
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Memoirs and the Appendix; but to notice them
here would be digreffing too far. The grand de-
fign being to vindicate the chara@er of the noble
Lord, the hufband of that excellent lady, whofe
letters are now tendered to the public.

Sir John Dalrymple, from the full conviftion

" of his having placed too implicit a faith, in a

paper in our own paper-office, refpefting Lord
Shaftfbury, if there had been no other inftances,
ought to have fufpefted, that in his Memoirs he
had too readily admitted the authenticity of the

_ French papers, concerning Lord Ruffell and Sid-

mey. Should he not have well confidered the
nature of the evidence, a fingle, interefted, un-
principled man; the diftance of time (near 100
years); the opportunity of fabricating or altering;
the inclination fome in France might have to fet
the Britith friends of liberty in an odious light,
with their implacable averfion to proteftantifm,

there is no one perfon he hath named, but is eminently
known or believed to be in the intereft of the government,
and none but what are in fome places of truft or employment.
1 think it highly neceffary, therefore, to know how it came to
pafs that he hath had fo much converfation with perfons of
that charalter, and none with thofe people that he hath
been feen daily to converfe with ; and if he hath, why he
hath not difcovered them, as he has done the reft.” Till

other papers are produced, this charge of Fenwick’s will

flill be confidered as the wicked artifice of party to perplex
the King, and blacken and ruin fome of his beft fervants,
and moft faithful friends.

and
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and the rights of fubjefts? And fhould he ot
have tranfcribed the papers himfelf, and had a
friend to have feen and examined the vouchers
with him, and fo far at leaft have authenticated
the copies? Befides, if they were genuine, was
there not fome reafon to fufpeél, that Barillon
and Courtin might exaggerate, to raife their maf~
ter’s opinion of their addrefs and conduét; and
take advantage of the patriots being on their own
principles againft a war with France, to reprefent
it as a confequence of their influence? the fame
may be obferved of the account of money diftri-
buted among the male-contents, in which ’tis very
remarkable, there is no mention of any fum given,
either to Lord Shaftfbury or Lord Howard,
though both of them were determined opponents
to King Charles’s meafures ; and the latter, Smol-
let calls an abandoned nobleman, who fought only
to gratify his own intereft and ambition. Surely,
fuch an one would have been offered, and he
might not have refufed, a prefent; but the fteady
patriots, men celebrated as ftaunch friends to vir-
tue and to their country, thefe we find peculiarly
marked in the Frenchmar’s lifts. But ’tis wor-
thy of obfervation, Sir John hath placed Sidney
as a penfioner in two lifts, while he hath only given
us the French voucher, or copy of one.

The candid reader will here indulge a fentence
or two, concerning Lord Ruffell’s virtuous friend
and fellow martyr, SioNEY: Charles himfelf con-

: fidered

Xiid
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fidered him as’ “un komme de cxur et d’efprit,”®
and (if every paper in Sir John’s compilation
muft be confidered as gofpel) he had before Sid-
ney’s return to England, confented to his being

~allowed a penfion by Louis XIV. Granting the

charge brought againft him, (though there is not
the leaft proof of its being received, or any col-
lateral evidence to fupport it) what crime could
there be in his receiving the prefent, provided
nothing was required of him in return, inconfift-
ent with his principles, and the liberties of his
country ? That he was a man of real honour and
generous fentiments, incapable of bafe attions, is
evident, even by Barillon’s own letters; by his
having been the caufe alfo of preventing a {fcheme
to affaffinate Charles in his youth; and by every
aflion of his life, till he fell a vi&im to tyranny.
Barillon bears witnefs, that « Sidney always ap-
«¢ peared to him to have the fame fentiments, and
“ not to have changed maxims.” If Sir John,
on the fingle evidence of a popith enemy, really
believed Sidney to have received the money,
yet the candour of an impartial hiftorian, the
friend of virtue and his country, would have fug-
gefted to his readers, it probably was not for him-
felf, but for Mr. Aaron Smith and his poor Scots
friends, to engage them to join the patriots of
England, whofe views and political objefls were at
that time the fame with the court of France.
Each difliked too clofe an union between Eng-

land
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fand and Holland; each wanted the parliament
to be diffolved, but the popular party, in hopes to
gain new firength in another eleftion; and they
knew that a diffolution of parliament could only
« come from the help of France;’ each wanted
the army of twenty thoufand men to be difband.
ed ; the patriots, lelt the army fhould confer upon
the fovereign abfolute power, and change both the
treligion and government of the kingdom; each
wanted to pull down Lord Danby :—the French
becaufe he had turned againft them; the patriots,
(rot “ for the fame reafon for which every oppo-
« Gtion wifhes to pull down every minifter,” but)
becaufe he had been the principal agent in condu@a
ing Charles’s infamous money negociations with
the court of France, and becaule he had been the

" promoter of cottruption in parliament, and of ar-

bitrary power in the ftate.

Sir John hath fully proved, that Barilion was
duped to an extraotdinary degree by Lord Sun-
derland, in the reign of James the Second; why
not by Lord Ruffell and Sidney alfo, in that of
Charles the Second? And he certainly was, the
more effe@ually to fupport an oppofition to the
arbitrary views of the court. Befides, what jufter
ground is there for refletion on their charalers,
for making France fubfervient to the true inte-
refts of their country, than on Sir John Dalrym-
ple* (afterwards Earl of Stair) and the other pa-

triots

* "The author of the Memoirs cannot be defcended from

' that
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triots who intrigued with- Holland, and thus prod
duced the glorious revolution? If Sidney receiva
ed money, he certainly did it with difinterefted
views, and applied it to worthy ufes. A year after
the account of his taking it, Barillon, the accufer;
thus writes to his mafter, “The Sicur Algernoon
«¢ Sidney, is 2 man of great views and very high
¢ defigns, which tend to the eftablifhment of a
< republict.”” Sir John may therefore hufh his
troubled fpirits, and depend on never having the
violent fhock repeated. But why fhould he have
been fhocked at all? He cannot fay that Sidney
ever alted for the interefts of France, oppofed to
thofe of England, nor doth even the French Me-
morials he hath produced ; but till other evidenc_e
is produced of Sidney’s being a French penfioner,
than that of a perfidious French minifter, who was
alfo the paymafter, and came to England poor,
but returned rich, ’tis more reafonable to con-
clude that Barillon embezzled and pocketed what
he placed to Sidney’s account, or wrote his letter
with a defign to impofe upon his mafter, or that
it hath been foifted into the depét to miflead pof-
terity. The Frenchman being in fo clofe a con-
neétion with both Charles and James, when that
great man’s death brought fuch an odium upon

that worthy patriot, his name-fake, who was deputed by the
Scotch parliament to make a tender of the cruwn to King
William and Queen Mary,
t+ Vol. II. Append. p. 287.
them,
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them, this money conne&ion would certainly have -

been expofed to remove it. The man who dif-
dained even to afk his life of one unprincipled

king, and piftol’d his horfe rather than it fhould

be rode by another, could never accept of a paltry
penfion from him: the fa& in every view is totally
inadmiffible *.

Now let us proceed to Lorp Russerr. Had
he engaged in a criminal intercourfe with France;
as Danby his enemy received timely intimations
of the defign of Rouvigny’s journey, from Mon-
tague, can we fuppofe he would have efcaped

* So is Sir John’s other charge againft him as a determined
Deift: (Vol. 1. p. 81.) Hath he not read the writings, or
even the dying apology of Sidney!—¢¢ God will not fuffer
this land, where the GosPEL has of late flourithed more than
in any part of the world, to become a flave of the world. He
will not fuffer it to be made a land of graven images ; he will
ftir up witneffes of the truth, and in his own time fpirit
his people to ftand up for his caufe, and deliver them, I
lived in this belief, and am now about todie in it, I know
My RepeeMER liveth ; and as he hath in a great meafure
upheld me in the day of my calamity, hope that he will ftill
uphold me by his Spirit in this laft moment, and giving me
Grace to glorify him in my death, receive me into the glory
prepared for thofe that fear him, when my body fhall be dif-
folved. Amen.”—Is there no letter in the depot from Baril-
lon, concerning the deaths of Sidney and Ruffell? "Tis to
be withed, that Sir John’s good intereft would procure free
accefs for another friend to truth, liberty, and the people,
to infpe the depst des affaives etrangeres at Verfailles, and
Kiog William’s Cabinet at Kenfington.

C with
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with impunity at that time, or would not ufe have
been made of it againft him at his trial, where
(Smollett owns) the laws againft treafon were
wrefted for his conviftion? So infufficient was
the charge and evidence in fupport of it, that even
Lord Effex’s death was urged as a prefumption,
or rather inforced as a proof, of Lord Ruflell’s
guilt®.  Befides, can it be conceived that Rou-
vigny, his intimate friend, coufin-german to his
lady, and a ftri& Proteftant, would attempt to en-
gage Lord Ruffell (whofe reputation for inflex~
ible integrity, and zeal for his religion and the
liberties of his country, were ther well known) in
meafures prejudicial to his honour, and the public
good; or tending to introduce popery, to make
the King abfolute, and fubje@ the nation to
France? Rouvigny could never be fent on fuch
an errand; he would not have accepted the com-
miffion: farther, had he deceived Lord Ruffell,
or drawn him into any dithonourable prattices
fubvetrfive of the conftitution, or fo much as un-

* favourable to the liberties of his country, there

would not have fubfifted fo fteady a friendthip be-
tween him and Lady Ruffell, which, as her let~
ters fhew, lafted till her death. Neither can he
be fufpefted of aiming to enflave England, the
bulwark of the Proteftant caufe; as a few years
after, he manifefted his zeal for religion, by quit~

* Smollet, by miftake, fays, Effex was found murdered
the morning of Ruflell’s execution, inftead of trial.
ting
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ting his country and intereft there, and entering
into the fervice of King William; who, inftead
of complaining of his former condu&, received
him with open arms, and created him Earl of Gal-
way. Lord Ruffell’s behaviour afterwards, had
alfo the approbation of parliament, and wasa great

inducement with King William to confer the

ducal title on his father. However, to form a
clear judgment of the matter in quettion, let us
take a fketch of the intrigues and views of
Charles, James, their minifters and adherents, and

afterwards enquire into the part faid to be afted.
by Lord Ruffell; which from even Sir Jobn's

own evidence, inftead of reflefing difgrace om,
or tarnifhing the charaéter, will rather add to the
honour of that REAL AND ILLUSTRIOUS PA-
TRIOT:

Anno 1664. Smollett affigns as Charles’s mo-
tive to the Dutch war, that he fhould be able to
convert part of the fupplies granted for the main-
tenance of it, to his private ufe, as his prodigality
always kept him neceflitous.—Colbert writes to

Louis, 1669, “ Charles faid that he would fill-
* augment as much as poffible his regiments and-

* companies, under the moft fpecious pretexts he

“ could devife; he told me, he was prefled—to-

“ declare himfelf a Catholic; and befides the

“ fpiritual advantages he fhould draw from it,

“ he believed it to be the only means of re-cfta-
* blithing the monarchy*.”
* Dalr. Vol. II.
Cs 1669.
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1669. Charles engaged in a fecret treaty with -

France, by which. he was to declare himfelf a
Catholic, be furnifhed with 200,000l. by France;
and affifted with troops and money, as often as
there fhould be need, in cafe his fubjels
fhould not acquiefce with the faid declaration, but
rebel. France and England were to make war
againft Holland and Hamburgh: France to pay
Charles 800,000l. annually, towards the expence;
the government of the States General to be dif-
folved, and a divifion made of the conquefts, of
which France was to have the greater fhare. Ih
1670, Colbert mentions Charles’s ratification to
have been the King’s fignature and {eal,and a letter
by his hand. He kept the real treaty fecret from

his minifters, propofed un traité fimulée (omitting .

the article refpe&ing his declaring himfelf a Ro-
man Catholic), to which the Proteftant minifters,
Buckingham, Afhley Cooper, and Lauderdale,
were to be parties®. The treaty being finifhed,
there appear in the difpatches; ftrokes of that
proud, arbitrary, vindi€tive difpofition, and con-
tempt of parliaments, in the Duke of York,
which afterwards drew ruin upon him.

1671. Colbert writes, « The Duke of York
¢ told me in confidence, that affairs are at prefent
¢ here in fuch a fituation, as to make him believe
“ that a King and a Parliament can exift no
“ longer together.—That nothing fhould be any

* Dalr. Vol. II. .
“ longer
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* longerthought of than to make war with Holland,
¢ as the only means left without having recourfe
% to parliament, to which they ought no longer
% to have recourfe, till the war and the Catholic
¢ faith had come to an happy iffue, and when they
« fhould be in a condition to abtain by force,
“ what they could not obtain by mi]dnefs.”’—
Both the above treaties were helped on by money
from France, given to the King’s minifters, and
for the moft part with his knowledge : the cabal
became fenfible of the danger they were expofed
to by thefe treaties with France, and therefore
attempted to leflen that danger, by fharing it with
the King’s former friendst. Colbert, in 1672,
fays of the cabal, “ They fee that all their fafety
¢ lies in ftrengthening the authority of the King
« their mafler.” A Prince (fays Sir John) who
betrays, and confents to the corruption of his own
minifters, muft expe& to be betrayed by them,
Colbert boafts, 1673, ¢ France has prevailed
« with Charles to recall his declaration of indulg-
s ence, and affures him of troops againtt his fub-
¢ je&ls.” Charles aflured Colbert, that Lopis’s
fentiments had always more power oyer him, than
all the reafonings of his mof} faithful minifters,—
The treaty of 1676, was executed in a mode

that fhews the miferable ftate to which an Englifh -

Prince may be reduced, who thinks it is poffiblg

+ Ibid.
C3 for
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for him to have an intereft of his own, feparate
from that of his people®.

Rouvigny writes in 1676, that « Charles’s mi-
nifters were afraid to be parties to the new money
treaty with France; Charles could not truft an
affair of that importance to his fecretaries (Co-
ventry and Williamfon); he therefore copied the
infirument himfelf, and figned and fealed it in
Rouvigny’s prefence. The King of England is
in a manner abandoned by his minifters, even the
moft confidential. —The Duke of York is entirely
in your Majefty’s intereft. All England is againft
your interefts; and there is only the King and
Duke of York who. embrace them with affec-
tion.” —The 500,000 crowns which Louis fe-
cretly gave Charles in the year 1674, to prorogue
his parliament till April 1675, faved France from
the poffibility of an Englifh armament in the
campaign of the year 1675, and the abovemen-
tioned fecret penfion, made him fecure of Charles’s
baflling the attempts of his parliament, to engage
him in a war with France, in the c:mpaign of the
year 1676 . . '

The feffions 1677, was opened with' Charles’s
becoming the inftrument of bribing his own fub-
je&@s with French money, to prevent a French
war. Courtin, 1677, fays, « To my knowledge,
¢« Charles has diftributed all the money he ye-
« ceived from my hands, to gain thc votes he ftoad
“ in need of;” and he urges as a reafon for

# Dalr, Vol. I1. . + Ibid.
France
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France diftributing money among the members
of parliament, that Spain and the Emperor were
fending money to be diftributed among them on
the other fide.—That he had offered Charles a
penfion of 500,000 crowns to prorogue or dif-
folve his parliament, and with the affiftance of
Louis’s forces to maintain Charles’s authority.
His words are, “ His Majefty (Louis) being al-
“ ways ready to employ all his forces for the
s confirmation and augmentation of his(Charles’s)
* authority, he will always be mafter of his fub-
« jefts, and will never depend upon them.”
Charles offered for 800,000 crowns to prorogue
the parliament till the end of April 1678 ; but at
laft agreed to accept two millions of livres, though
he wanted it to be nett 300,000l, Courtin writes
again, I can anfwer for it to your Majefty, that
¢« there are none of your own fubjefts who wifh
“ you better fuccefs in all your undertakings than
“ thefe two Princes do (Charles and James);
“ but it is alfo true, that you cannot count upon
“ any, except thefe two friends, in all England*.”

The court party (in parliament) confifted chief-
ly of needy cavaliers, and men of defperate for-
tunes, who received penfions from the govern-
ment, and devoted themfelves to the moft arbi-
trary meafures of the crown. Many members

were irritated into oppofition by difappointments
in their expe&tations from the court, and others

+* Dalr. Vol, II.
C4 by
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by the pernicious condu@ of the adminiftration.
The French King knew he was mafter of one ar-
gument which would always have weight with
fuch a neceflitous and prodigal Prince as Charles.
A ftipulation of conditions was propofed, in con-
fideration of which, the King of England fhould
forbear from declaring in favour of the allies, not-
withftanding the importunity of his parliament.—
The treaty was carried on by Montague the
Englith Ambaflador at Paris, who demanded
200,000l. a year while the war thould continue;
but Courtin, who refided in London, prevailed
upon Charles to reft contented with two millions
of livres ; Montague afterwards received inftruc-
tions from Danby to infift upon the King’s re-
ceiving from Louis 600,000 livres annually, for-
three years after the peace thould be ratified, on
the fuppofition that he could expe& no fupplies
from parliament for that period *.

The fubfequent proceedings of Charles and
James, will prove their love to their country,
their excellent difpofitions, and how worthy of
the veneration, confidence, and obedience of the
people!—Louis having refufed to deliver up the
Spanith towns in Flanders according to p,romife‘;
Charles feemed inclined to a French war.—But
it is probable that he meant to make ufe of this
apparent inclination Sor war, only to keep up his
forces, o awe the people, to get money from Par~

# Smollet,
liament,
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liament, and to {queeze more money from France.
The journals of Parliament during this fummer
and autumn fhew his ftruggles not to difband his
army, and to get more fupplies under the pretence
of his intending to join in awar againft France®.—
In 1679, Charles, being abandoned by France, was
obliged to aflemble a new Parliament, to difband
all his new raifed army, to fend his brother into
Flanders, and to truft the condu&t of his affairs
to a council, compofed of many of thofe who had
been his moft violent oppofers. The Dutchefs
of Portfmouth told Barillon; “ It was to get
“ money from Parliament by that means, and
“ through fear of the popular party.” 6th July,
1679, Barillon mentions Charles’s difcourfe at a
fecret meeting, in wHich that Prince, in very ab-
jeGterms, begg’d the prote&ion of France from his
new council, and from Parliament, and laid the
blame of his late difference with France, upon
his brother and Lord Danby. ¢ The end of this
¢ long difcourfe was, to prefs me to reprefent
* to your Majefty what was paffing here, and
“ to conjure you on his part, to incline to put
* England under your dependence for ever.”
Charles at this time formed two hundred of his dif-
banded officers into a company of guards, with a
view to have officers ready, if he fhould after-
sards raife troops. But Lord Effex, one of his

# Dalr. Vol. 11,
. faithful
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faithful minifters, wrote to him an excellent letter,
preffing him to difband them.
Auguft, 1679, a fecret money treaty was made

- with-France, Charles engaging not to affemble a

Parliament for three years, and after that time not
till Louis fhould give him leave ; Charles to have
a million of livres per annum for three years.
Barillon writes, that Charles’s expreffions were,
€ That your Majefty (Louis) might remain in the
« moft glorious ftate that any King has been in
¢ for many ages, and put it out of the power
* of England ever to hurt you. This Prince
* {Charles) repeated afterwards all that he had
“ fo often faid to me of the advantages which
“ your Majefty might derive from having Eng-
“ land always dependent on you. The Dutchefs
« of Portfmouth faid, if your Majefty will give
¢ four millions a year for three years, the King
¢ of England will enter into all the engagements:
“ your Majefty can defire. The Duke of York
“ hopes your Majefty will confider that his re-
* ligion and his attachment to France, are the
¢ fources of the appofition which he meets with in
“ England. I know by all that has been faid

“ to me, that if the fum was agreed upon, there

* would be no difficulty about the reft, that is to
« fay, they would give your Majefty a carte-
« blanche upon every thing you could defire,
« and they would enter into all forts of engage-

“ ments not to make any treaty with foreign
¢« Princes
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# Princes without your confent, and even oblige
# themfelves to enter into all your interefts, and.
#¢ to favour all yoyr defigns®. .

1680. The Commons, inftead of complying
with Charles’s demand for the relief of Tangier,
recapitulated all the inftances of mifconduct
which his whole reign afforded. Some of the
members plainly faid, that fhould they grant a
fum of money for this fervice, it would in all
probability be converted to another ufe; that
although above a million had been raifed for a
new navy, the King had not built one fingle fhip;
that two millions, granted for the fupport of the

triple alliance, had been employed to deftroy that -

connetlion, and that the King had received a
million to wage war with France, at a time when
he was under a fecret engagement with Louis to
effe& a pacification. They drew up a remon-
france, reprefenting the danger to which the na-
tion was expofed, from the favour fhewn to Pa-
pifts; and infinuating, that the King was con-
cerned in a confpiracy againft the Proteftant re-
ligion, and the liberties of his peoplet. Ba-

rillon writes, Aug. 1680,— The Duke of

* York’s defign is, that things fhould be brought
“ to extremities, and come to an open rup-
“‘ture. He is perfuaded that the royal au-
«¢ thority can be eftablifhed in England only by
“ a civil war. By this he thinks to prevent the

* Dalr. Vol. II. + Smollet.
 danger
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« danger with which he is threatened.”” Charles
haftily ftruck up a treaty with France, March,
1680-1, and a few days after diffolved his parlia~
ment, with a refolution never to call another.
Even private perfons in Britain were prevented
by French money at this time (June 1681), from
interpofing againft the encroachments of France.
After the ftri& union which was formed between
Louis, Charles, and the Duke of York, by the
private verbal treaty of the year 1681, Louis, ’tis
faid, became indifferent about keeping up his
conne&tions with the popular party in‘England ",

1683. Such an arhitrary and cruel admini-
firation as now took place, Smollet obferves,
« counld hardly fail to produce defigns againft
¢« the government in a nation, abounding with
« people who entertained (even the moft extras
« vagant) notions of liberty.”

1684. At this period Charles reigned as ab.-
folute as any monarch in Chriftendom, and his
government was fullied with numberlefs inftances
of partiality and oppreffion. Cruelty was not
natural to his difpofition, and therefore we muft
impute them to the fanguinary temper of his bro~
ther ; which he had not refolution enough to re-
firain, Charles being himfelf unprincipled, he
believed mankind were falfe, perfidious, and in-
terefted, and therefore he praitifed diffimulation
for his own convenience, He was ftrongly at-

# Dalr. Vol 11.
tached
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tached to the French manners, government, and
monarch ; he was diffatisfied with his own limited
prerogative; the majority of his own fubjefts
he defpifed or hated. In thefe fentiments, he
could not be fuppofed to purfue the intereft of
the nation ; on the tontrary, he feemed to think
that his own fafety was incompatible with the
honour and advantage of his people®.

1685. After Monmouth’s rebellion was quelled,
and the Parliament had fettled a vaft revenue
upon James, he ftill continued, as Barillon relates,
to beg a fubfidy from France; and towards the
end of his reign, there were three Popifh regi-
ments in England regularly paid by Francet.
His various attempts againft the liberties and re-
ligion of the people, are too well known to need
any repetition or illuftration here; and we have
an undeniable proof of James’s cruel and vin-
di&tive difpofition in his own letters to the Prince
of Orange, concerning the trials and execution
of thofe whom he called confpirators. The good
Baronet endeavours indeed to excufe him refpeét-
ing his fanguinary temper, and the thocking bar-
barity of Jefferies in the Weft of England, faying,
“ It is certain, that when Lord-Keeper North
* made complaints what Jefferies was doing, James
« gave orders to ftop them?;” but it is yet more
certain, that he knew of his conduét from day

# Smollet, + Dalr. Vol. II. p. 257.
1 Mem. p. 142.
to




XXX

INTRODUCTION.
to day, during the whole time of the circuit, and
was accuftomed to repeat his ‘infamous tool’s
cruelties with jocularity, In two of his letters
to the Prince of Orange are thefe expreflions :—

Sept. 10, 1685, “ Lord Chief Juftice (Jefferies)
 is making his caMPA1GN in the weft, and when

~ * the Parliament meets, fome of the Peers which

¢ are in cuftody will be tried.”” Sept. 24, 1685,
after fpeaking of his fox-hunting and ftag-hunt-
ing, he fays, “ As for news, there is little ftirring,
 but that Lord Chief Juftice has almoft done
« his caMraIGN; he has already condemned
« feveral hundreds, fome of which are already
¢« executed, more are to be, and the others fent to
« the plantations*.”” And immediately after his
campaign was ended, to reward his glorious and
pleafing fervices, James made him Lord High
Chancellor t.

1688.

#* Dalr. Vol. II. p. 165, 166.

+ Lord Delamere acquaints us, that from the firft notice
King James had of the Prince of Orange's defign, he
courted and even humbled himfelf to thofe very people
whom before he would not admit into his prefence; he
followed his army in perfon, only to expofe himfelf
more, and give the clearer evidence of his cowardice ; for
before he came within forty miles of his enemy, away he
ran as faft as if his whole army had been routed. His fear
fo multiplicd every thing that was againft him, that at any
rate he would be gone, and fave his life, though at the
price of his honour, and three kingdoms; fo that if all

were,
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1688. Every individual, whether Whig or
Tory, who knew the value of liberty, and was

attached to the Proteftant religion, now plainly -

faw, that without an immediate and vigorous op-

pofition to the meafures of the King, the nation’

would be reduced to the mioft abje& ftate of fpi-
ritual and temporal fubje@ion. And

1689. The Parliament of England thought
it incumbent upon them—to do justice with
refpe& to thofe who had been injured by illegal
or oppreflive fentences in the late reigns: and the
attainders of Lord Ruffell, Algernoon Sidney,
Alderman Cornifh, and the Lady Lifle, were re-
verfed®.
- After this brief review of the arbitrary difpo-
fitions, the infamous tranfaions, and Popith de-
figns of the royal brothers, Charles and James, we
may, without the leaft pain for the event, or any ap=
prehenfion of a difagreeable fhock, examine into
the charge againft Lord Ruffell, on account of
his French connexions. We have feen what
great and juft caufe he had to be apprehenfive

were true that is reported of his former prowefs, yet he

feems therein to have forced himfelf and a&ted a part ; for'

it could mot be the effe@ of courage and refolution ; and,
upon the whole, never man (even Nero himfelf) thewed fo
much fear in any cafe, as King James did in that matter.
~—This verifies the obfervation, That cruelty and cow-
ardice are generally united.

* Smollet.
. for
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for the civil and religious liberties of his couf=
tfy; which true patriotifm, not ambition, ex-
cited his endeavours to fecure. Thete was too
much reafon to fear that Charles, James, and
Louis, had combined againft them. To divide
their interefts, and defeat the evil confequences
of fuch an union, it was neceffary to get ac-
quainted with their fchemes. . A favourable op-
portunity offered; the 4th of November, 1677,
the Princefs Mary was married to the Prince of
Orange. Louis difgufted at it ftopped the pen-

“fion, then Charles revoked the prorogation, and

ordered the Parliament to meet immediately: but
France aimed a yet more important blow againft
Charles, for having brought about the Prince of
Orange’s marriage, “ For fhe entered (fays Dal-
“ rymple) into the moft dangerous intrigues with

“ the popular party in parliament againft him.*’
Upon the marriage of the Prince of Orange,
and the fide which Charles immediately after
feemed to take againft France, the court of France
and a great part of the popular party in parlia-
ment in England, as already obferved, came to
have the fame political objeéts. Sir John reafons
thus; “ It was the intereft of Louis to prevent
“ an union between Charles and the Prince of
¢ Orange, to get 20,000 Englifh troops difband-
" ed, which had been raifed againft him, to the
« aftonifhment of Europe, in the fhort fpace of
“ fix weeks; to have a parliament diffolved which
“ had
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‘ had repeatedly addrefled Charles for a war
¢ againft him, and to overturn a minifter who
“ had of late continually urged his mafter to the
« fame war.”” For this laft, vide Danby’s Letters.
—The popular party again dreaded, in the ftrength
which that union and the army would confer
upon their Sovereign, the lofs of their own liber-
ties ; they hoped in a new parliament, chofen in
a popular ferment, to gain new ftrength to them-
{elves, and they wifhed to pull down Lord Danby
for the fame reafon for which every oppofition
withes to pull down every minifter. Thefe cir-
cumftances of accident led the way to a connec-
tion between the popular and the French in-
terefts®*. There is fomething fo very fingular in
this reprefentation of the views of the friendsto
the conftitution, %as could hardly have been ex-
pe&ed from a fincere revolutionift ; and the fame
refleftion will naturally occur on reading the fol-
lowing curious paffage :—* In Lord Danby’s let-
“ ters there are feveral in the beginning of the
“ year 1678-9, from Mr. Montague, Ambaffa~
“ dor at Paris, to Lord Danby, informing him
« that Rouvigny was to go over with money
“ upon that errand (to diftribute among the po-
“ pular party in Parliament) and to at in con-
¢ cert with Lord Ruffell; and that Barillon was
« intriguing with the Duke of Buckingham and
“ others of the popular party in England. The

* Dalr. Vol. 1I. p. 129.
D « truth
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« truth of this information is confirmed by the
« following memortal of Barillon: an Englith
« reader will perhaps fart at a paper being of-
« fered to his eyes, which lays opén an intrigue
“ between the virtuous Lord Ruflell and the
« court of France ; yet it will give him fome re-
¢ lief to find, amid& the imprudence of fuch an
 intrigue, the man of honour appearing®.”
Whoever impartially confiders Charles’s fecret
imtrigues, his receiving penfions from Louis, con-
niving at his minifters taking prefents, and him-
felf bribing his own fubje€ls with French mo-
ney, in order to fubvert the conftitution, extend
the prerogative, and introduce Popery and arbi-
trary power, with the difmal profpeét of a bigoted
cruel Popifh fucceflor (all well known to the fa-
gacious Lord Ruflell), muft conclude, it was fo
far from blameable in Lord Ruffell, to confer with
his friend and relation Rouvigny, for the national
benefit, that it evidently demonftrated his love
to his country. Had he declined it, he would
bave as much deferved cenfure, as the part he
took really merited applaufe, and proved him in-

_deed the man of honour, the wife and prudent

patriot.  Sir John fhould bave fhewn that the

virtuous Lord Ruffell had, by his conneétions and

intrigues, deferted, or afted contrary to the in-
tercfts of his country, before he ventured fo in-
judicious and imprudent a remark. This he has not
done; yea the very French memorials on which

* Dalr. Vol. II. p. 129.
he
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he founds his cenfure, giving him full eredit for
their authority, are full proofs of the noble Lord's
integrity. '

Barillon’s memorial, 14 March, 1678: “ Mr.
 de Rouvigny has feen Lord Ruffell and Lord
« Hollis, who were: fully fatisfied with the affur-
* ance he gave them, that the King (of France)
« is convinced it is not his intereft to make the
« King of England abfolute mafter in his king-
* dom—and that France would endeavour to
¢ bring about a diffolution of Parliament—Lord
« Ruffell would engage Lord Shaftfbury in it—
« privately endeavour to prevent an augmenta-
« tion of the fum for carrying on the war—and

« annex difagreeable claufes to the offer of a

« million fterling®. Ruflell was afraid France
« approved England’s declaration of war, that
¢ Charles might get money, and then make peace;
“ Rouvigny, to demonftrate the contrary, faid,
« That 1 (Barillon) was ready to diftribute a con-
« fiderable fum in the Parliament, to prevait
« with it to refufe any money for the war, and
“ folicited him to name the perfons who might
“ be gained. Lord Ruffell replied, ¢ That

“ he fhould be very forry to have any vommerce -

“ with perfons capable of being gained by money 5

“ but he appeared pleafed to fee by this pro-

“ pofal, that there is no private underftanding

“ between your Majefty and the King of Eng-

. land to hurt their conflitution.—He and all his
. * Dalr. Vol. II. p. 130. N
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¢ friends only wanted the diffolution of Parliament
« —they knew it could only come from the help of
« France.—They would truft him on Rouvigny’s
« affurances; and endeavour to oblige Charles to
« afk the French King’s friendfhip, that Louis
« riight be in a ftate to contribute to their fatis-
« faftion.—Secrefy neceflary; for though the
« diffolution of parliament be a thing wifhed for
“ by all England—yet if kriown, they would pre-
« vent it by doingall the King could with. Lord
« Ruffell hath refolved to fupport the affair
« againft the Treafurer, and even attack the
¢« Duke of York and all the Catholics.”” Thus,
Barillon’s memorial, 24 March, 1678, « Lord
¢« Hollisand Lord Ruflell never pretended openly
« to oppofe giving money to the King of Eng-
¢ land, but the Commons added claufes to the
¢ bill, for which they hoped it would not be ac-
« cepted; but the avidity for money, and the
¢« defire of having troops on foot, which they
« thought they might difpofe of, had made the
* minifters pafs the a& without any confideration
« for the true interefts of his Britannic Majefty ;
¢« —this redoubles their fears of the defigns of

LY

“ the court, with which they are much alarmed,

* even although they arc at this minute per-
« fuaded that your Majefty and the King of
“ England a& in concert, they are flill under
“ apprehenfions, left the war fhould ferve only to
 bring them under fubjetion.”” Again—i1 April,
1678, « All thefe leaders of the party will not be

« averfe
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#« averfe to peace, if they believe that your Ma-
«¢ jefty will enter into no engagements againft their
<« liberties ; on this head I give them all the affur-
* ances I can, and the moft fenfible among them
“ know well, it is not the intereft of France that
“ a King of England fhould be abfolute mafter,
« and be able to difpofe, according to his will,
« of all the power of the nation. They feared,
« left the army that was raifing, fhould be employed
“ to change the form of government in England ;—
« that the court having fufficient troops would
« attempt every thing agreeable to its intereft—
« arreft the principal perfons, prevent others re-
« fifting or oppofing, and when England was
« fubje@ted at home, carry on a foreign war
« with the greater facility ;—they are apprehen-
« five that your Majefty (Louis) and Charles aét

"~ % in concert—neceflary. therefore to convince

« them, that the King of France not only has
“ no conneflion with the King of England to
¢ opprefs them—nor will fuffer him, under pre-
“ tence of an imaginary war, to find means to
“ bring them into fubje&ion.” "18 April, 1678,
* The High Treafurer’s aim is to procure money,
“ and he would willingly increafe his mafter’s
“ authority. The Duke of York believes him-
s¢ felf loft as to his religion, if the prefent oppor-
“ tunity does not ferve to bring England into fub-
“ jetion.”” 12 May;  The King himfelf will
“ fign the treaty—none of his fubje&s are bold
“ enougﬁ to do it.”” 27 May; * Separate arti-

D3 “cle:
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“ cle: Charles to be paid fix millions of livres,
“ and to recall his . troops, except gooo for
. Oftend, and 3000 for Scotland, {0 difband thofe
“ sewly raifed, and to prorogue the parliament
“ for four months.” The feparate article was
{igned by Barillon, promifing the money only on
that condition, Charlesand james kept the treaty
fecret from the Prince of Orange. May 34,
1678, “ The Commons want the new raifed
 troops difbanded, the Duke of York wants
¢ them kept on foot*.”

Ia 1678 there was a treaty between Charles
and Louis; but Barillon afterwards gave Charles

40 underfland, that his malier would not pay the

wnoney, unlefs he would engage by 2 fecret arti-
cle, that he would never maintain an my that
fhowld exceed 8000 men, reckoning the \whole
forces in bis three kingdoms. When this\de-
mand was fignified to Charles, « Cod's fith (i
“ hc) does my brother of France think to
s me thus? Are all his prowmifes to make me ab
“ folute mafter of my people come to this?.O
¢ does he think it a thing to be done with 8000
« men?’—This exclamation plainly proves, that
Charles had entertained fuch a defign, though
the preparations in which he was now employed,

~ feem to have been made with a view to raife the

price of his neutrality with the French monarcht.
Dalrymple himfelf obferves, « It is probable
“ that Charles meant to make ufe of his appa-

* Dalr. Vol. U. 4 Smoflet.
¢ rent
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* rent inclination for war, only to keep‘ up his
« forces, to get money from parliament, and to
« {queeze more money from France®.” In fa&t
both Charles and James manifefted by their con-
duéi, that they thought they had a right to make
the laws depend on their will, and to make their
will effe€tual by an army ; this led the patriots to
oppofe ftrongly any defigns to keep up a ftanding
army ; and hence, the purity of Lord Ruffell’s in-
tention, and his prudence, in his whole proceed-
ings, are demonftrable even from Barillon’s tefti-
mony. His great circumfpeftion and anxious
care for preferving the government, and Protef-
tant religion, are alfo very confpicuous—he him-
felf could not bear the gaining by money ; though
others, real patriots, might think themfelves jufti-

fied in accepling prefents, ta make ufe of them

for good purpofes, and employ the money with-
out fcruple to fecure men, whofe virtue alone
was infufficient to keep them fteady to the public
intereft.

Let it be obferved, that 21 Dec. 1678. The
Earl of Danby, Lord Treafurer, was impeached
by the Commons for endeavouring to fubvert the
conftitution, and introduce arbitrary government,
—The

25 Jan. 1678-9. A proclamation was iffued
for diffolving the Parliament, and calling another
to meet the 6th of March.—And the

* Dalr. Vol. IL. p. 17.°
D4 21 March,
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21 March, 1678-9. His Majefty conftituted
a new privy council.

Thus we fee the good effefls refulting from
Lord Ruffell’s French conneétions: the fears for
liberty from the power of France were removed;
aminifter, who feconded his mafter’s arbitrary de-
figns, wasdifgraced; the Dukeof York fent abroad;
a Parliament diffolved which had in general fhewn
more ardour to enlarge the King’s prerogative,
than maintain the conftitutional rights of the
people; the army difbanded, which feemed in-
tended rather to enflave the nation, than attack a
foreign enemy ; and friends to their country were
admitted into the council: furely thefe were happy
and important events.

Having done juftice to Sir John Dalrymple, to
French politics, and to the intrigues and memory
of the two royal and gracious brothers, Charles
and James, as far as the vindication of Lord Ruf-
fell was concerned ; the teftimonies of other hifto-
rians of all parties, concerning the integrity, prin~
ciples, and public condu& of that truly noblc
Lord, and ineftimable patriot, fhall now be fub-
mitted o the public. PrincirresandconpucT,
which, had they been fully crowned with fuccefs,
would have prevented many fcenes of oppreffion,
injuftice, and cruelty

Two

* Sir John Dalrymple may think he hath not juftice
done him, in the producing Burnet as a voucher, after what

he
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Two letters were fent from Richard Montague, p;og. Biit.

the Englifh Ambaffador at Paris, to the Lord
Danby, then Lord Treafurer, and read in the
Houfe of Commons during the debates about the
impeachment and trial of that nobleman. The
firft is dated January 11th, 1677-8, wherein the
Ambaffador communicates the following intelli-

he hath faid of that hiftorian in his Memoirs: ¢ I have
never tried Burnet’s fats by the tefls of dates, and of original
papers, without finding them wrong. For which reafon I
have miade little ufe of them in thefe Memoirs, unlefs
when I found them fupported by other authorities.” Sir
John will pleafe to obferve, that Burnet’s evidence in the
following pages, refpe&ting Lord Ruffell, is fupported by
authorities of each party. But is it not ungenerous for the
Jiving to throw refletions on the dead ?—refle@ions which
may be alfo too juftly retorted on the accufer himfelf.
Some of Sir Fohn's falts, in his Memoirs, tried by the r¢f?
of original papers in the Appendix, have been found to be
wrong:: he knew them to be fo; and yet he hath not cor-
re&cd nor pointed them out to his readers: and as for the
teft qf dates, his own teftimony is, ¢ From comparing the
nates which I took in France with the copies of the papers
fent me from therice, I find, in fome inftances, a difference
in the dates between us, owing probably to my overfight.”
8o that it is a piece of juftice due to charatters, and to hif-
torical truth, to fay, that Burnet’s Memoirs, or hiftory, may
be quoted and relied upon, equally with, yea far fuperior
to, Sir Fohn Dalrymple's Memairs ; clpecially as feveral of
the letters now publithed by Sir John, corroborate fome
of Bithop Burnet's falls, which by party weakneffes and
paﬂ' ons have been hitherto difputed.

gence
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gence to his Lordfhip :—The reafon of Rouvig-
« ny’s fon (afterwards Earl of Galway) going to
« England, is to make ufe of all the lights his
« father will give him, and by the near relation
“ he hath to my Lady Vaughan (then Lady Rui-
¢ {ell) who is his coufin, and the particular friend-
¢ thip which father and fon have with Mr. Wil-
« liam Ruffell; he is to be introduced into a
s great commerce with the malecontent members
* of parliament, and to crofs your meafures at
« court, if they fhall prove difagreeable here ;
 while Barillon goes on his fmooth fubtle way.””
In the fecond letter, difpatched the enfuing week,
and dated January 18, 1677-8, the Ambaflador

-writes further ; « The reafon of Rouvigny’s jour-

“ ney, is to let the King know that the King
« of France did hope he was fo firm to him, as
“ not to be led away by the Lord Treafurer;
* and as for money, if he wanted it, he fhould
¢« have what he would from hence. His inftruc-
« tions are, if this defign takes, by the means
“ of William Ruffell and other difcontented
« people, to give a great deal of money, and
« crofs all your meafures at court.”

Here we fee Lord Ruflell remarkably pointed
at by the court of France, as a principal leading
man among thofe that oppofed the court in par-
liament. But the preje& here intimated of gain-
ing him over to the French intereft by bribery,

fhews their ignorance of the man, and of his in-
flexible
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flexible probity ;"and could only be formed upon
the general prefumption of the never-failing force
of that engine, when fkilfully applied; againft
which, however, Lord Ruffell was impregnable.

In 1678. Lord Ruffell made a motion for an
addrefs to his Majefty, That His Royal Highnefs
the Duke of York might be removed from his
prefence and councils. '

o

January 31, 1679-80. The Lords Ruffell and oldmixoa.

Cavendifh, Sir Henry Capel, and Mr. Powle,
finding the King’s head and heart were againf
popular councils, and that their prefence in coun-
cil could no longer be ufeful to prevent per-
nicious meafures, and not being willing to ferve
him againft the interelt of their country, went to
him together, and defired him to excufe their
attendance any more upon him at council. The
King, who was :veary of fuch faithful counfellors,
and wanted fuch as would promote his arbitrary
meafures, replied, “ with all my heart.”” Smollet
fays, “ Lord Rufleli, one of the moft popular
¢ and virtuous men in the nation, now quitted the
« council-board.”

O@&ober 26, 1680. Lord Ruflell moved, That
the Commons might in the firft place take into
confideration how to fupprels Popery, and pre.
vent a popith fucceflor. The bill was brought in
for excluding the Duke of York frem the crown s
which pafled the Commons, but was thrown out by

the
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the Lords, to whom it was carried by Lord Ruf.
fell, and almoft the whole Houfe of Commons.
Lord Ruffell faid, on the exclufion bill being
rejelted, « If my father had advifed the meafure,
“ I would have been the firft to impeach him ;”
and  that if ever there fhould happen in this na-

« tion any fuch change, as that he fhould not

“ have llberty to llve a Protc[tant, he was refolved
¢« to die one.”

The Lords Shafifbury, Ruffell, and Cavendi{h,
&ec. prefented the Duke of York to the Grand

-Jury for Middlefex, at Weftminfter Hall, as in-

diftable, being a popifh recufant.—And

January 7, 1680-81. The Commons refolved,
That until a bill be paffed for excluding the Duke
of York, they could not give any fupply with-
out danger to his Majefty, and extreme hazard
of the Proteftant religion.

The Earl of Shaftfbury had engaged the Duke
of Monmouth, the Lords Ruflell and Grey, to
rife in arms and oppofe the Duke of York’s fuc~
ceffion at the death of Charles; they afterwards
affociated the Earls of Effex and Salifbury with
them in the above defign.—Ruflell and Hampden
propofed to exclude the Duke of York from the
fucceffion, and redrefs the grievances of the na~
tion. Howard was bafe enough to purchafe par-
don by betraying his friends.—Ruflell was the
beft beloved nobleman in the kingdom, and even
his enemies could not hclp revering his virtues.

Al
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All acquitted him of any fhire in the fcheme of
affaffination.

xlv

~ The Duke of Monmouth, Earl of Effex, Lord Difplay of

Ruffell, and Colonel Sidney, with fome other

great and valuable perfons, who were of that
well grounded opinion, that a free nation, like
this of England, might defend their religion and
liberties, when invaded and taken from them un-
der pretence and colour of law, began to be-
think themfelves how to reftore Parliaments to
their ancient freedom, and to deliver the nation
from the fury of that torrent of Popery, which
they wifely forefaw ready to break in and carry
all before it. At this junélure, the (popifh) con-
fpirators laid hold of the information given by
Keeling, of unadvifed and rafh difcourfes of a
very fmall number of mén, (nine or ten at the
moft, all firangers to the perfons and honeft con-
fultations of thofe great men before named) and
they cunningly and malicioufly patched and
worked them into one piece, and emitted it to
the world by their declaration read in all churches,
under the name of a prefbyterian or fanatic plot
(Rye-Houfe confpiracy) which they had long
wanted. Hercupon a proclamation purfues the
Duke of Monmouth and fome others (defigned
for deftru@ion); who chofe to ftand afide out of
the reach of the blood-thirfty confpirators ; but
the Earl of Effex, Lord Ruffell, and Colonel
Sidney, would not be overcome by the perfua-

fions

ranny.
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fions of thofe who invited them to fafe retire-
ments, and fo were clapped into the Tower, and
afterwards, in different ways, butcher'd. It was
refolved that my Lord Ruffell, the honour of his
age, fhould be caut off in a feeming way of juf-
tice; and as he was a perfon of ineftimable va-
Iue, fo the art ufed to deftroy him was extraordi-
Rary. .
The hardfhips on private perfons, and in-
fringement on public liberties, made fome begin
to think of an alteration of government in earneft.
When the Earl of Shaftlbury was gone to Hol-
land, being confcious of his own obnoxioufnefs,
and apprehenfive what forward Sheriffs, willing
Juries, mercenary Judges, and bold Witnefles,
might do againft him; the Duke of Monmouth
refolved to be advifed chiefly by Lord Effex;
but he was unwilling to be alone in a matter of
fuch confequence, and named, firft, Lord Ruflell,
againft whom there was no exception; next, Al-
gernoon Sidney, who was brother to the Earl of
Leicefter, who having a great kindnefs to Lord
Howard®, as an avowed hater of the King and
monarchy,

* William Lord Howard, of Efcrick ; a man of wit and
learning, but always poor, and ready to undertake any thing
that was bold : he had run through many parties in religion
in Cromwell’s time; had been re-baptized, and preached
in London ; and, upon his ufurpation of the government,

fet up againtt him as a ftrong commonwealth’s man. In
the
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monarchy, he prevailed on them, contrary to the
ill opinion they had of the man, to receive him
into their fecrets, to which Hampden, grandfon
of the patriot, was alfo admitted.

There was alfo a lower company of Lord
Shaftfbury’s creatures, who met continually in
the Temple. Rumfey and Fergufon came con-
fRlantly thither; the former, a bold talking man,
and by many fufpefted to be all along a court
{py ; Fergufon, an hot confident man, having
a {pirit naturally turned to plotting, and a temper
that delighted in mifchief.

the beginning of the war (with the Dutch), he offered to
ferve De Wit; and when the Prince of Orange was ad-
vanced, he undertook both to fend him good intelligence,
and to make him 2 party in England. He was put in the
Tower (1674), but by the threats of the Dutch (Howard)
was faved. Ralph*, on Lord Ruffell’s trial defcribes Lord
Howard thus:—¢¢ The perfon who in all, but the nobility
of his birth, was the reverfc of the unhappy prifoner; a
man of outfide only ; who made the beft pretences fubfer-
vient to the worft purpofes ; who was diftinguifhed by high
rank, quick parts, and happy addrefs, only to be the more
emphatically defpifed; and whofe whole life was fo
thoroughly profligate, that his turning evidence againft his
beft friends, has been reprefented by fome as the leaft ex-
ceptionable part of it.” After faying thus much, every
man converfant in the hiftory of this reign (Charles I1.)
will thmk of Lord Howard, who now appeared as a wit-

nefs in that court, where he, of all others, moft deferved to _

have been profecuted as a criminal.
* Vide Lord Ruffell’s"Trial, added to this Edition.
The
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The Duke of Mohmouth had fome time before
carried Lord Ruffell, Lord Grey, and Sir Thomas
Armftrong, to one Shephard’s (now Pontac’s, Ab=
church-lane), a wine merchant, upon appointment
to meet Lord Shaftfbury, or fome of his friends ;
but when they came thither, and found none met,
but this Fergufon and Rumfey, they liked not
their company, and were going ; only Lord Ruf~
fell calling for a tafte of fome wines, which occa~
fioned a {mall ftay, Rumfey began a difcourfe
of furprifing the guards, and infifting much on
the eafinefs of doing it, Armftrong, who had
once commanded them, fhewed him his miftake
therein; and as foon as Lord Ruffell (who had
not fpoke a word upon the fubje€t) had tafted
what wines he pleafed, they all went away. This
is the only time Lord Ruffell was ever in their
company ; but it proved of fatal confequence to
him. Keeling (employed by the Temple con-

- fpirators) made a difcovery; Rumfey charged

Lord Ruffell with the defign of feizing the guards;
Lord Ruffcll, though he might have made his
efcape, yet, in confidence of his innocence, ftaid
at home till a meflenger was fent to carry him
to the council ; after his examination he was com—~

“mitted (June 26, 1683) clofe prifoner to the

Tower, and afterwards to Newgate,

Lord Ruffcll was the firft of the great wbo was
ordered to be fearched for—he was found, neither
preparing for flight, nor hiding himfelf, but fitting

in
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“'§n his fludy. So foon as he was in cuftody, he
gave up all hopes of life, knowing how obnoxious
he was to the Duke of York, and only ftudied
to die with decency and dignity. Effex was at
his country-houfe when he heard the fate of his
friend, and could have made his efcape; but
when prefled to make it by thofe around him, he
% anfwered, * His own life was not worth faving,
¢ if, by drawing fufpicion upon Lord Ruffell, it
« would bring his life into danger.” [This fen
timent makes the Lord Effex’s cutting his own
throat in the Tower, the morning of Ruffell’s
trial, the more improbable.] Monmouth had ab-
fconded, but, aftuated by the fame generous mo-
tive with Effex, he fent a meflage to Ruffell
when he heard he was feized, * That he would
¢ {urrender himfelf, and fhare his fate, if his do-
« ing fo could be of ufe to him.” Ruffell an-

fwered in thefe words, * It will be of no advan-

¢ tage to me to have my friends die with me.”
He was tried at the Old Bailey, Friday 13th
July: prefent, Lord Chief Juftice Pemberton,
Lord Chief Baron Montagu; Judges Windham,
Charlton, Levins, Withens, Street; Treby, Re-
corder; Sir Robert .Sawyer, Attorney General;
Finch, Solicitor General: Sir George Jefferies,
King’s Serjeant; North, King’s Counfel; Sir
Dudley North, Sir Peter Rich, Sheriffs; John
Martin, Foreman of the Jury, no freeholder.

Evidences, Shephard, Rumfey, Lord Howard.
' E THE
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LORD WILLIAM RUSSELL.

THE Lord Ruffell was fet to the bar, and
placed within the bar.

" Cl of Cr. William Ruffell* hold up thy hand
(which he did). Then the indi€tment was read
‘as followeth :—

"« London.—The jurors of our Sovereign Lord
« the King, upon their oaths, prefent That wil-
« liam Ruffell, late of London, Efg. together
« with other falfe traitors, as a falfe traitor againft
« the moft illuftrious and excellent Prince, our
« Sovereign Lord Charles 1. by the grace of
% God, of England, Scotland, France, and Ire-
¢ land, King, his natural Lord, not having the
% fear of God in his heart, nor weighing the duty

# He was Lord only by courtefy, being eldeft fon to the
Earl of Bedford.

« of
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LORD WILLIAM RUSSELL.

*¢ of his allegiance, but being moved and feduced
by the inftigation of the Devil, and the true
 duty and natural obedience which true and
¢ faithful fubje@s of our Sovereign Lord the
¢ King, towards him our faid Lord the King do
< bear, and of right ought to bear, wholly with-
« drawing ; and with his whole ftrength intending
< the peace and common tranquillity of the king-
« dom of England to difturb, and war and re-
¢ bellion againft our faid Lord the King to move
*“ and ftir up; and the government of our faid
¢ Lord the King, within this kingdom of England,
“ to fubvert, and our faid Lord the King from
< his ‘title, honour, and kingly name of the im-
« perial crown of this his kingdom of England
« to put down and deprive; and our faid Lord
«¢ the King to death and fipal deftrution to bring
« and put, the fecond day of November, in the year
« of the reign of our Sovereign Lord Charles
« II. King of England, &c. the four and thirtieth,
¢ and divers other days and times, as well before
¢ as after, at the parifh of St. Michael Baffifhaw,
¢ in the ward of Baffithaw, London, aforefaid,
*¢ malicioufly and traiteroufly, with divers other
s traitors, to the jurors aforefaid unknown, he
« did conlfpire, compafs, imagine, and intend our
« faid Lord the King, his fupreme Lord, not
« only of his kingly ftate, title, power, and go-
« vernment of this his kingdom of England, to
« deprive and throw down; but alfo our faid

E 2 « Lord
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« Lord the King to kill, and to death to bring
*“and put; and the ancient government of this
* his kingdom of England to change, alter, and
' wholly to fubvert, and a miferable flaughter
* amongft the fubje€ts of our faid Lord the King,
< through his whole kingdom of England to
¢ caufe and procure, and infurre@ion and rebel-
¢ lion againft our faid Lord the King to move,
« procure, and ftir up within this kingdom of
“ England; and to fulfil and perfe@ the faid
“ moft horrible treafons, and traiterous com-
« paffings, imaginations, and purpofes aforefaid,
* he the faid William Ruffell, together with other
¢ falfe traitors, as a falfe traitor then and there,
* and divers other days and times, as well before
® as after, malicioufly, traiteroufly, and advifedly,
* between themfelves, and with divers other trai-
* tors, to the jurors aforefaid unknown, they did
* meet together, confult, agree, and conclude, and
« every of them then and there did confult, agree,
¢ and conclude, infurretion and rebellion againft
« our Sovereign Lord the King, within this king-
¢ dom of England, to move and flir up ; and the
« guards for the prefervation of the perfon of our
¢ faid Lord the King, to feize and deftroy, againft
« the duty of his allegiance, againft the peace,
¢ &c. and alfo againft the form of the ftatutes,
« &c.”
Cl. of Cr. How fayeft thou, art thou guilty,
or not guilty?
Lord Ruffell. My Lord, may I-not have a
. copy




LORD WILLIAM RUSSELL.

copy of the matter of faft laid againft me, that I
may know what to anfwer to it?

. L.C. 7* My Lord, we can grant you no-
thing till you have pleaded. Therefore, that

which is put to you now is, whether you fay you

are guilty, or not guilty?

L. Ryffell. My Lor@, I am not guilty.

Cl. of Cr. Culprit, How wilt thou be tried?

L. Ruffell. By God and my country.

Cl. of Cr. God fend thee a good deliverance.

L. Ruffell. My Lord, I thought a prifoner
had never been arraigned and tried at the fame
time : I have been a clofe prifoner.

L. C. ¥ For crimes of this nature, my Lord,
we do it continually.

L. Ryffell. It is hard, my Lord.

Mr. At. Gen.¥ My Lord hath no reafon to
complain for want of notice, for fince Monday
fe’en-night he had notice of his trial, and the
matter alledged againft him he had notice of, for
queftions were put to him about this matter ; he
hath been very fairly dealt with, he hath had the
liberty of counfel to advife him ; there hath been
no fort of liberty denied him, which becomes any
fubje to have in this condition.

L.C. 7. My Lord, I do not know whether

you hear Mr. Attorney. He fays, your Lord--

fhip hath had a great deal of favour fhewn you
already, in that you have been acquainted with

® Sir Francis Pemberton. + Bir Robert Sawyer.
E3 the
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the crimes for which you are now indifted, that
you have had a great deal of warning given you,
that you have had the liberty of counfel, which
hath not been known granted to any under your
Lordfhip’s circumftances. He fays, he doubts
not but your Lordfhip is prepared for your de-
fence, becaufe you have had fo much knowledge
and warning of the time and matter for which
you were fo called in queftion.

- L. Ruffell. My Lord, I am much to feek; I
only hcard fome general queftions, and I have
witneffes that, I believe, are not yet in town, nor
will be, I believe, till night; I think it very hard
I cannot have one day more.

Mr. At. Gen. Monday fe’en-night your Lord-
fhip had notice.

L. Ruffell. 1 did not ‘know the matter I was
charged with.,

Mr. At. Gen. Yes, certainly, for I was with
you myfelf, my Lord; and thofe queftions you
were examined upon, were a favour to you, that
you might know what the matter was you were
accufed of.

L.C. 7. My Lord, without the King’s con~
fent we cannot put off the trial; if the King’s

- counfel think not fit to put it off, we cannot grant

your Lordfhip’s requeft in this cafe.

L. Ruffell. 1 would defire a copy of the pan-
nel of the jury, that I might confider of it; for
how elfe can I make any juft challenge? I thought

the
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the law had been very favourable to men upon
their lives; and therefore it had allowed peoplc
to have fome little natice.

L. C. 7. Hath not your Lordfhip had a copy
of the pannel ? I think your Lordfhip was allowed
one. We gave order your Lordfhip fhould have
a copy of the pannel.

Mr. At. Gen. We did indulge him fo far, that
be might have a note of all the men returned.

L. Ruffell. 1 nevyer had a copy of the pannel..

L.C. 7. It was the fault of your Lordfhip’s
fervants then; for I gave order far it myfelf.
*Tis fuch a favour, that in regard a2 man’s life lies
at ftake, we never did deny it*, to my knowledge.
And therefare in this cafe I gave order to'the fe-
condary to deliver a copy. I know the King
did not defign to be hard upon my Lord in his
trial, but that he fhould have as fair a trial, as
ever any noble perfon had.

L. Ruffell. 1 pray I may have a copy of
them,

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. If my Lard had fent his
agents, and it had been refufed, there had beep
fomething in it.

Mr. At. Gen. Secondary Normanfel was with
me, and I gave him my allowance, though it was
not his right. .

® But it had been denied in Colledge’s caf’e, and was af-
terwards denied to M:. Cornifh, till the time of his trial,
Yiben it could be of no fervice to him.

E4 L.C. 'Z’
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L. C. 7. That my Lord may not be furprifed,
what think you of giving my Lord time till the
afternoon, and try fome of the reft in‘the mean
time?

Myr. At. Gen. Truly, my Lord, if I could
imagine it were poffible for my Lord to have any
witnefles, I thould not be againtt it.

L. Ruffell. *Tis very hard. .

Mr. At. Gen. Do not fay fo, the King does
not deal hardly with you; but I am afraid it will
appear you would have dealt more hardly with
the King: you would not have given the King an
hour’s notice for faving his life.

Secondary Trotman. 1 gave my brother Nor-
manfel a copy of the pannel on my fide, and hear’
that my brother Normanfel hath faid that he de-
livered a copy. Then Secondary Normanfel was
fent for, and the court flaid for him for fomeg
time.

Myr. Atwood. My Lord, a gentleman told me,
he did not know whether it was fit, till he had
confulted the Attorney General ; afterwards I had
@ copy as it ftood then, not as it is now.

Mr. At. Gen, 1 defire my Lord may be afked
who fext forit?

L. Rufflex 1 did not fend for it; I enquired,
and they faid it -could be refufed.

Mr. Atwood. No, the gentleman bad it with
the fair periwig.

L.C. 7.
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L. C. ¥. Itwasdelivered to your fervant, or
agent. ®What did you do with it? .

L. Ruffell’s Gent.  Sir, the gentleman gave me
out of a book fome names.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. What did you do with
them?

L. Ruffell’s Gent. 1 writ them down; they
were not perfeét; I did not know what they were.

L. C. #. Sir, you were to blame not to de-
liver it to my Lord.

L. Ruffell’s Gent. I was not bound to deliver
en imperfe&t thing to my Lord.

L. C. . Sir, you fhould have confulted your
Lord’s advantage, fo as to have delivered any
thing for his good,

L. Ruffell’'s Gent. My Lord was in the Tower,
I was not admitted to my Lord.

Mr. At. Gen. Did you give it to my Lady?

L. Ruffell’s Gent, Yess thofe names I had,
gy Lady had,

Mr. Serj. Fefferies.. How long ago was it?

Mr. Atwood. Tuefday or Wednefday laft.

L.C. ¥ (To Lord Ruffell’s fervant.) Look
you, Sir, when had you this?

L. Ruffell, 1 had no pannel, I will affure you,
delivered me: I had fome names of people that
they faid were ufually on juries,

L. C. J. They were the names of the jury.

L. Ruffell.  They were only the names of them

that
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that were like to be of the jury, no other pannel
came to me. °

L. C. ¥ My Lord, there can be no other
copy given, but the fame that was delivered ; far
your Lordfhip does know in this cafe, any perfon
accufed, as your Lordfhip is, may challenge thirty-
five ; and therefore there is a return generally of
three or four fcore, and thefe are returned in
cafe of your Lordfhip’s challenge. "When you
have challenged fo many as you pleafe, then the
twelve men that ftand after your challenge, are
to be of the jury. And therefore this is not like
a pannel made up by the Sheriff, in ordinary
caufes, between man and man; there they make
a formal pannel, from which they cannot depast,
when _that is once returned; but here, in crimi-
nal cafes, becaufe of the challenge, they returp
cither fixty or eighty. And I prefume your
Lordfhip was attended with the names delivered.

Mr. Serj. Fe ﬂ'mcs. How many names were
delivered?

Mr. Atwood. Above one hundred.

L. Raffell. 1 had nothing of a pannel dehvcred
to me, but fome names,

L.C. . There was never any formal pannel
delivered to any perfon accufed: thc copy of it
is in paper always. '

L, Ryflell. How can I know who to chal<
lenge?

L.C. 7. My Lord, the copy of it is in your

hands ;
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hands ; your Lordthip hath been deceived in this,
by not underftanding the true nature of thefe
things. If we were to give you a new one, we
could give you but fuch an one.

L. Ruffell. 1 had no paper from the true offi-
cer.

L.C. 7. No, but from your fervant.

My, At. Gen. My Lord, you will have caufe
to complain, if they are not the fame men we now
fhall call.

L.C. 7. My Lord, that paper will guide your
Lordthip in your challenges.

* L. Ruffell. My Lord, I did not mind it, I put
it away. My Lord, with your favour, I muft
needs infift upon having a pannel, and that you will

put it off till the afternoon; I have a witnefs that ,

is not in town. My Counfel told me it was never
done, or very feldom, arraigning and trying at
the fame time, except in cafe of common male~
faftors.

L.C.7 Why may not this trial be refpited
till the afternoon?

Mr. At. Gen. Pray call the jury.

L. C. 7. My Lord, the King’s Counfel think
it not reafonable to put off the trial longer, and
we cannot put it off without their confent in this
cafe.

- L. Ruffell. My Lord, ’tis hard ; I thought the
law had allowed a pretty deal of favour to a2 man
whcn he came upon his life, How can I know

- to

lix



Ix

TRIAL OF

to except againft men, that I never heard or faw
one of them?

Cl of Cr. You the prifoner at the bar; thofe
good men that have been now called, and here
appear, are to pafs between you and our fovereign
Lord the King, upon your life or death; if you
challenge any of them, you muft fpeak as they
come to the book to be fworn, before they are
{worn.

L. Ruffell. My Lord, may not I have the ufe
of pen, ink, and paper?

Court. Yes, my Lord.

L. Ryfell. My Lord, may I not make ufe of
any papers I have.

L. C. 7. Yes, by all means.

L. Ruffell, May 1 have fome body to write
10 help my memory?

Mr. At. Gen. Yes, a fervant.

L. C. 7. Any of your fervants fhall affift you
in writing any thing you pleafe for you.

L. Ruffell. My wife is here, my Lord, to do
it.

L.C. 7. If my Lady pleafe to give herfelf
the trouble. :

Mr. At. Gen. My Lord, you may have two
perfons to write for you, if you pleafe,

L. Ruffell. My Lord, here hath been a name

read, that I never faw in the lift of the jury I

had: I heard Sir Andrew Fofter called.
L. C. J. Heis not called to be of the jury.
Cl
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Cl.of Cr. Call John Martin.  [He appears

L. Ruffell. Are you a frecholder of 4o0s. a
year? I hope none are allowed in the pannel but
thofe that have frecholds.

L.C. 7. There is no pannel made in Lon
don by freeholders; we have very few frechold«
ers capable of being impannelled, becaufe the
eftates of the city belong much to the nobility

and gentlemen that live abroad, and to corpora< -

tions: therefore in the city of London® the chal-
lenge of frecholders is excepted.

L. Ruffell. My Lord, I thought it had been
always fo, and the law had been clear in that cafe
throughout England, that no man ought to be
tried for his life, but by thofe that have freeholds.
My Lord, I remember I read the ftatute of
2 H. V. where *tis pofitive that no perfons fhall
be judged in cafe of life and death, but by thofe
that have 4os. a year.

L.C. 7. My Lord, that ftatute extends not
to this cafe. Read the ftatute.

Cl. of Cr. “ Whereas perjury is much ufed in
¢ the city of London upon perfons, &c.”

L. C. . Is this the ftatute your Lordfhip has
read?

L. Ruffell. This is not the cafe of life and
death.

* But the refolution of the court extended to all trials,
even in a county a¢ large, and was fo cited and followed in
Colonel Sidney’s cafe.

LC. 7
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L.C. ¥ Itisnot, my Lord.

L. Ruffell. That that I read, is poﬁnve. And
if vour Lordfhip will not allow of it, I defire my
Counfel may come and argue it, for ’tis a matter
of law, and I cannot argue it, whether the Jury
are not to be freeholders.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. There is nothing men-
tioned in that ftatute with r_eiation to the city
of London, indeed, but the neceffity of the thing
requires it. '

Mr. At. Gen. It will not be material, ’tis a
collateral point, for moft of the j Jury Bave free-
holds.

L.C. 7. Do you allow the excepnon?

Mr. At. Gen. No, my Lord. ‘

L.C. 7. Therefore we muft, if my Lord fland
-upon it, hear his Counfel. My Lord, we will hear
your Counfel; what Counfel do you defire my
Lord?

L. Ryffell. The Counfel that were allotted me.

L.C. 7. No, you muft have Counfel affigned
by us. The Counfel that was affigned elfewhere,
fignifies nothing,.

‘L. Ruffell. Mr. Pollexfen, Mr. Holt, and Mr.
Ward.

The faid perfons were called; and came into
court. ,
L. C. 7 (to the Counfel.) Gentlemen, my

‘Lord here defires Counfel; you are here affigned

as Counfel for my Lord Ruffell that is at the bar;
: *tis
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$tis concerning a thing wherein he doubts the law;
he would except to the jury upon this account,
to the poll, becaufe they have not freehold within
the city of London, and he defires you may be
affigned his Counfel, to make it out that thisis a
caufe of challenge.

Mr. At. Gem. ’Tis a cafe of treafon, Mr. Pol-
lexfen.

Mr. Ward. We take it fo.

Mr. Pollex. My Lord, perhaps if we had more °
confideration of it, we fhould fpeak more, but if

your Lordfhip pleafes to hear us what we can
fay : firft, we take it, with fubmiffion, at common
law, a,frechold was neceflary to make a mana
juryman. But that which falls out in this cafe,
is the ftatute of 2 H. V. c. 3. which ftatute I
fuppofe is here in court. That flatute fays this
(f you pleafe I will quote the fubftance of it)
‘That none fhall be admitted to pafs upon any in-
queft upon the trial of the dcath of a man, ex-
cept he have lands and tenements of the yearly
value of 40s. Now we are here, I think, within
the words of the ftatute, and I take it to be no
“queftion at all, were we not in a city and county.
I think this would be no qucftion upon any trial

in any county at large. The ftatute does not

make any exception or diftinguifhment between

cities or counties at large, but the words are ge-

neral, as I have opened them. My Lord, the

-@dtute does alfo provide in cafes of freehold, or
40 marks,
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40 marks. Now, my Lord, to prove this ftatute
extends to London, though a city and county,
there are other ftatutes that have been made fub-
fequent, make it plain that it does fo extend. But
before I fpeak to them, there is one inftance,
fol. 157, that takes notice of this ftatute, and fpeaks
it gererally, that the freehold ought to be in the
fame county; nor do I remember to have feen
any book that diftinguifhes between counties at
large and cities and counties. But ftatutes that
have been made concerning cities and counties,
are a plain declaration that this is meant of
juries both in cities and counties. I will
mention the ftatute 7 H. VII. ¢. 5. The fub-
flance of the ftatute is this: It ‘takes notice
that there were challenges in London, for that
they had not 4os. per ann. and that this chal-
lenge was to be made in the wards, which are
the fame with hundreds in the counties; fo this
fatute is made to take away the challenge of 40s.
frechold. This flatute of 7 H. VII. that takes away
the challenge in London for not having 40s. is,
with fubmiffion, a ftrong evidence and authority
that it was before that time a good challenge, for
otherwife to what end fhould they make a flatute
to take away the challenge, unlefs it were before
a good caufe of challenge? In the next place,
4 H. VIII. c. g. that extends to civil caufes in
London, and fays, that the London jurors fhall
(but provides only for London in tivil caufcs) he

admitted
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dmitted in civil caufes, that have goods to the
value of 100 marks. . My Lord, if that firft fta<
tute of the common law had not extended to re-
quire freeholds in London, then there would
bave been no need of this flatute that was made
to enable men to be Jurors that had goods to the
value of 100 marks. So that we take it to be
good authority, that by the common law free-
hold was required i all civit caufes. Then there
is another ftatute, o3 H. VIIL. c. 13. and that
will be a ftrong evidence to fhew what the law is:
for the flatute fays, in cities and boroughs, in
trials of murder and felony, if a freeman of the
city of London is to be tried, the freemen fhall
be upon the jury, though they have not freehold ;
and then there is a provifo, that for knights and
efquires that are out of the borough, though they
are arraigned in the borough, that extends not to
them, though in cafes of murder and felony. As
for this flatute, we take this fenfe of it, firft, That
it does not extend to treafons; for when it only
names murders and felonies, that makes no altera~
tion as to treafon; therefore that ftands as before:
but if there be any alteration that extends only
to freemen and burgefles that are to be tried, but
-not to knights and efquires ; fo that if we were in
a cafe of felony and murder, I think we are not
concerned in this fatute, for we are no freeman
neor burgefs, but we are an efquire, and therefore
.ought to be tried by freeholders: fo that for the

F law
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law we rely upon thefe ftatutes, that we havé
looked upon as ftrong evidence, that there oughg
to be in the trial of the life of man, efpecially for
treafon, freeholders. Firft, if it were in civil
caufes, if this qualification be not in jury-men,
then an attaint would lie; the penalty in an at-
taint is, that their houfes thould be pulled down,
&c. This is provided by the law, to the intent
the jury may be careful to go according to their
evidence. ’1is true, no attaint docs lie in crie
minal caufes; but if to be in civil caufes there be
required freecholders, and an attaint lies if there
be not, ’tis not reafonable to think but there
fhould be as great regard to the life of a man as
to his eftate. Next, my Lord, I do not know
any law that fets any kind of qualification bus
this of frechold; fo that be the perfons of what
condition or nature foever (fuppofing they be not
outlawed), yet thefe perfons, if this law be not in
effef, may then ferve and be put upon the life of
a man. Thefe are the reafons; my Lord, for

which we apprehend they ought to be freeholders,
Mr. Holt. My Lord, I would defire one
word of the fame fide : We infift in this cafe upon
thefe two things: firft, we conceive by the com-
mon law, every jury-man ought to have a free~
hold; we have good authority for it, Coke’s firft
inftitutes ; but if that were not fo, I think the
ftatute Mr. Pollexfen hath firft mentioned, 2 H.
V. c. 3. to be exprefs in this point. My Lord,
the
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the flatute in the preamble does recite all the
mifchiefs; it fays great mifchiefs enfued by juries
that were made up of perfons that had not eftates
fufficient. In what? As well in the cafe of the
death of a man, as in the cafe of frechold between
party and party : the ftatute reciting this mifchief,
does in exprefs words provide two remedies for
the fame in thefe cafes: firft, on the life and
death of a man, the jury or inqueft to be taken,
fhall have 40s. per annum, and fo between party
and party 40 marks; fo that this being the trial of
the death of a man, it is interpreted by Stam-
ford, 162 a. that is, in all cafes where a man is
arraigned for his life, that is within the exprefs
words of the ftatute. Befides this expofition that
hath been put upon the ftatute, my Lord, it does
feem that the judgment of feveral parliaments

hath been accordingly in feveral times and ages.-

My Lord, to inftance in one ftatute that hath
not been mentioned, and that is the g3 of H.
VIII. c. 23. That does give the King power to
award commiffions of Oyer and Terminer, for
trials in any county of England: and that (fays
the ftatute) in fuch cafes no challenge to the fhire
or hundred fhall be allowed; that is, you fhall
not challenge the jury in fuch a cafe, becaufe
they have not frechold, are not of the county
where the treafon was committed ; but that upon
the trial challenge, for lack of freehold of 40s.
a year, fhall be allowed, though it alters the man~
: Fe ner
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ner of trying tréafon by the common law; fo that,
my Lord, here is the opinion of that very par-
liament ; that though it took away the ufual me~
thods of trials; yet it faves the prifoner’s chal.
lenge for want of freehold. Now indeed that
flatute is repealed; but I mention it as to the
provifo, that it thews the judgment of that par
liament at that time: my Lord, thofe other fta
tutes that have been made to regulate cities and
towns corporate, why were they made? 33 H.
VIII. That no freehold fhould be allowed, that
fhews that ¢ H. V. did extend to thefe cafes.
But, my Lord, thefe ftatutes that fhew the judg~
ment of the parliament fufficient to our purpofe,
do not extend to this cafe; the.ftatute goes only to
murders and felonies; but not to treafons: and
we are in the cafe of a penal flatute, and cone
cerning the life and death of a man, which ought
to be taken ftriétly, it oufts the prifoner of a be-
nefit; and by parity of reafon, if treafon be not
mentioned, your Lordfhip cannot by equity ex~
tend it to it, when it only mentions inferior offen<
ces, and takes away the benefit in lower cafes:

like the cafe of the Bithop of Winchefter, where

the ftatute fet down dean and chapters, and other
ecclefiaftical perfons, it fhall not extend to bi~
fhops, becaufe it begins with perfons of an in~
ferior nature: no more fhall murder and felony
extend to treafon. But further, the ftatut¢ only
concerns freemen, for there is an exprefs provifo

in
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in the cafe: for in cafe any knight or efquire
come to be tried in the place, he has his benefit
as before. My Lord, we are in this cafe, as in
the cafe not mentioned in the ftatute, we are not
a freeman of London. My Lord, there is ano-
ther thing, 7 H. VII. e. 5. why there was not
only requifite at the common law, that the jurors
had fufficient freehold, but it was required it
fhould be in the hundred; and freehold in the
wards in the city, is the fame with freehold in the
hundreds in the country: fo that the want of
freehold in the hundred, was a good caufe of
challenge. So that I think it will hardly be de-
nied, but that a jury that paffes upon the life of a
man, ought by the law, by the ftatute, and by the
judgment of the parliament, to have frechold.—
Where is there any ftatute whatfoever that makes
@ difference in this cafe, between London and
other counties? We are in the cafe of treafong
we have taken our exceptions, and an behalf of
the prifoner at the bar, we pray the challenge may
be allowed.

Mr. Ward. My Lord, I fhall be fhort, be-
caufe Mr. Pollexfen has obferved thefe things fo
particularly already. I obferve the ftatute of
H. V. is a general ftatute, and extends through';
out the realm: now when the thing is thus ge-
neral, there is na room to except particulars,
And in this cafe ’tis within the very words of the
law, if the words be fo generally penned in the

Fs3 negative,
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negative, then we conceive there is no conftrue<
tion to be made upon them, unlefs fome fub«
fequent parliament alter it. Coke’s Inftitutes,
157, where ‘’tis. faid in treafon as well as any
thing elfe, upon H. V. there fhall be freeholds.
If they have provided in civil and other criminal
caufes, it were ftrange that this thould be cafus
omiffus, but there is no conftruétion againft a ne-
gative law. For the parliament taking care of
the city of London (as the fubfequent ftatutes
fay) that he that hath 100 marks fhall pafs in civil
caufes, and then it fays in murders and felonies,
and that only confined to the freemen of the
place, does fufficiently explain the law where ’tis
not altered by any fubfequent a&l, therefare I
defire the challenge may be admitted,

Mr. At. Gen. My Lord, thefe Gentlemen’s
foundation is not good, for they prove it not by
any books, that at common law it was requifite for
a juryman to have freehold. My Lord,'l deny
their foundation; there is no fuch law; and at
this day, in all criminal cafes where the ftatute
does not direét it, as far riots and other informa-
tions for mifdemeanour, there is no law reftrains
them, and they may be tried by any men they
have no exception againft. Then 2 H. V. fays,
None fhall be admitted to pafs upon the death of
a man (I take it to extend to all capital matters,
though it is pretty oddly exprefled ; for when a
man is accufed of other felonies and high treafons,

*tis
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%tis of the death of a man), unlefs he have lands
or tenements of the yearly value of 40s. But I
will take it as thefe Gentlemen do at this time,
it not being fo at common law, nor in other cri-
minal cafes, but what are provided for by the
Ratute : as to other matters of felony and murder,
no doubt there thefe challenges are to be taken
upon the ftatute, but not for treafon, becaufe
the ftatute of Queen Mary does exprefsly repeal
that ftatute; and no ftatute fince takes away the
force of that of Queen Mary; that all trials for
treafon fhall be as the common law; and accord-
ing to this the conftant praftice in all cities (not
only in London) where perfons have been in-
diGed for high treafon hath been. There never
was any fuch thing pretended : moft of thefe Gen-
tlemen have freeholds, but we would not have
this point loft to the city of London; fo that the
flatute they fpeak of, and the interpretations of
the feveral other ftatutes too, are ta no pur-
pofe ; for we fay by common law, all caufes might
be tried by any perfons, againft whom there was
not fufficient caufe of challenge; and the com-
mon law is by that ftatute reftored in this point.
My, Sol. Gen®. My Lord, I have little to fay,
Mr. Attorney hath given a true anfwer to it, the
foundation does fail them. It was not neceffary
at common law for a juryman to have a freehold:
but then they muft fhew you, my Lord, it is al-
# Mr. Finch,
F4 tered
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tered and made neceffary. The fatute of Heti,
V. does not feem to extend to treafon, but if &t
did, it is now out of doors, by that of Queen
Mary, whereby all trials of treafons are reduced
to the common law. This is what we anfwer;
they fail in their foundation ; they do not.make it
out, that it was not neceflary for a juryman at
common Jaw to have freehold.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. My Lord, I confefs they
have cited feveral a&s of parliament, and upon
them lay their foundation, and draw inferences
from them : but they will find, that in feveral als
of parliament which they have quoted, there is a
particular regard had for the prefervation of the
conftant ufage and cuftoms for trials within the
city of London. That notwithftanding feveral
aBs of parliament have in other places afcer-
tained the value of jurors, yet they had fill an
eye that the city of London fhould coeatinue ia
its ufages. I think it will be neceffary to put you
in mind of the city of Worcefter. It would be
very hard, fay they, becaufe an attaint does not
lie in criminal matters; if you intend by that to
have people of ability, it is well known that the
ableft pecople in the city of London, have fcarce
any freehold init; for that moft of the inheritan-
ces of the city of London remain in the nobility
and in corporations. Now in the cafe of my
Lord Ruffell, he had a peremptory challenge to
35, and I think I may adventure to fay, there

: can
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can {carce be g5 more that can call themfelves
frecholders in London; confider the confequence
then—treafon thould be committed in the city
of London, and there would not be enough in the
city of London to try it. In the cafe of the quo
warranta brought againft the city of Worcefter,
to know by what warrant feveral took upon them
the offices of Aldermen; the Gentlemen at the
bar objefted that it was reafonable that no free-
hold fhould be determined but by freeholders.
But the Judges of the King’s Bench (the court
being full), for the neceflity of the thing, left
there might not be fufficient freeholders in the
city, having fent one of the Judges of that court to
your Lordfhip’s, of the Common Pleas, for that
reafon did agree the challenge was not good. I
know thefe Gentlemen will pleafe to remember
- the cafe; fo that I fay, as in one cafe we ought
to be tender of the life of the prifoner, fo we
ought furely to be tender of the life of the King,
otherwife it may fo happen that the King’s life
may be encompafled, and treafon committed in
the city, and there would be no way in the world
to try it : therefore we pray for the King the chal-
lenge may be over-ruled.

Mr. North. My Lord, it is the pra&lce to
make the Venire facias, without mentioning free-
hold, for it does not command that they return fo
many men that have freehold, but probos & legales
homimes de. vifincto ; therefore at the common law,

thofe
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thofe were good inquefts to try any man that

were not excommunicated, nor under any out-

law. Itis true, there are ftatutes that fay, all jury-

men fhall have freehold ; but we fay thefe ftatutes
do not extend to the city of London, but that it
is governed by its own cuftoms; and we fay it is
the cuftom that citizens of ability have been re-
turned, that have no freehold. But granting

-what we do not, by way of fuppofal, my Lord, it

does not extend to this cafe, becaufe trials are to
be according to the ufe at common law, by the
fatute of Queen Mary, which does fet them at

-large again; and that is the reafon the Prifoner,

in this cafe, hath his challenge for 35, and as
in other cafes reftrained to 20; fo that we fay,
thefe men of ability are good, and there is no fta-
tute affells them.

L. C. 7. Mr. Pollexfen, do you find any
judgment, that in cafes of treafon by common
law, they might except for want of frechold? Have
you any refolution in the cafe?

Mr. Pollexfen. I think there are books that
fay at common law there muft be freehold.

L.C. 7 What, in treafon?

Mr. Pollexfen. No, my Lord.

- L. C. J. Unlefs you fpeak of treafon, you do
not fpeak ad idem. For I do take it, that in
cafes of treafon, or in cafes of felony, at the com-
mon law, they had no liberty to except to jurors,
that they had not any frechold, but that at the

common
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eommon law. any good and lawful men might
pafs. Then take, as introdulive of a new law,
the ftatute of H. V. I am of the mind that this
ftatute of H. V. peradventure, may extend to
treafons and felonies; but when the ftatute of
Queen Mary comes and fays, all trials fhall be
by fuch evidence, and in fuch manner, as by
common law they ought to have been, I do not
fec how it is poffible to make an obje&tion after-~
wards of this nature. For, admitting this a& of
parliament of H. V., had altered the common law,
and given a challenge, why then when the ftatute
Queen Mary comes and fets all trials at large
in the cafe of treafons, then certainly the chal.
lenge is gone again; and I doubt you will not
find one exception in this cafe, ever fince that
flatute concerning the jury’s freehold in cafes of
treafon, but it hath generally paflfed otherwife,
and there hath not been any ever excepted. I
doubt it will be a very hard thing to maintain
fuch a challenge now. Here are my Lords and
Brothers will be pleafed to deliver their opinions.
It is a bufinefs of great confequence, not only
for this noble perfon at the bar, but for all other
perfons. _

L. C. Bar®. 1 agree with your Lordfhip per
feltly ; but if the Counfel had laid a right foun
dation that it had been fo at common law, there
had been much faid; but I take it at common

* William Montague, Efq.
law,



TRIAL OF

law, there was no challenge for want of freehold
and I am induced to think fo, for otherwife what
needed the flatute of H, V. been made? But
whether it extend to treafon or no, I am not fo
clear. And if it did, its wiped off again by that

" of Queen Mary, which reduces all to the com.

mon law trial,

Mr. J. Windkam. 1 am of the fame opinion:
I conceive at common law, lack of freehold no
good caufe of challenge. It is true, that chal.
lenge is given in fome cafes by a& of parliament,
yet I doubt whether it extend to a thing of fo
high a nature as treafon, for other fatutes have
not mentioned any thing of treafon. But fup-
pofe e Hen, V. did extend to it, yet it is very
plain, the flatute of 1 and 2 Queen Mary hath
fet all at large again, they are to be good and
Jawful men, and I do not find that any thing
of the lawfulnefs muft be the freehold.. And,
therefore, I conceive this is no juft exception
in this cafe.

Mr. 7. Jones. My Lord, I am of the fame
opinion: I am of opinion that the common law
did not require frechold to be a good caufe of
challenge, in the cafe of treafon, and the rather,
becaufe at the common law a man that was in-
di&ed of high treafon had liberty to challenge,
peremptorily, to the number of 35 perfons. My
Lord, if the common law be altered by the fta-
tute of H. V. yet I take it that the ftatute of

' s and
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1 and 2 Ph. and M. does reftore the common
aw in this particular point. For whereas there
was a ftatute of H. VIII. to reftrain the prifoner
to the number of 20 for his challenge, now the
flatute reftoring it to common law, the prifoner
hath his challenge to 35, as he had before that
fatute of H. VIII. So I take it, the King
fhall have his privilege alfo to try a prifoner
for treafon, by perfons that have not frechold.

My. 7. Charlton. 1 am of the fame opinion:
and truly the rather, becaufe no precedent hath
been offered of any fuch challenge before, and
many men have fuffered, and fure if it could have
been, how many would have made ufe of it. -

Myr. 7. Levins. 1 am of opinion it is not to
be allowed. I do not think myfelf driven to the
neceffity to determine now, whether freehold was
a good challenge at common law in point of trea<
fon. I think the flatute of Ph. and M. hath re.
flored the trials to the common law.” What was
the common law? The common law is the cuf-
tom of England, which is other in cities than in
counties, and the cuftom of London is part of
that common law. So though it be a caufe of
challenge in a county at large, yet it is not a caufe
of challenge in cities, where freeholders are not
to be found. Now that which fatisfies me is, that
this cuftom is reftored by the ftatute of Ph. and
Mary ; becaufe never fuch a challenge hath been.
And it is known when twenty were tried for trea-

fon
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‘Lord Ruffell had challenged one and thirty of
them, the jury fworn were as follows:

John Martin, ° Witliam Butler,
William Roufe, James Pickering,
Jervas Seaton, Thomas Jeve,
William Fafhion, Hugh Noden,
Thomas Shot, Robert Brough,
George Toriano, Thomas Oneby.

Then was made proclamation for informationt,

Cl. of Cr. William Ruffel}, Efq. hold up thy
hand (which he did). You of the jury look upon
the prifoner, and hearken to his caufe. He flands
indi€ted by the name of
prout before in the indiftmem. Upon this indi@-
ment he hath been arraigned, and therefore
pleaded Not Guilty, and for this trial hath put
himfelf upon his country, which country you
are: Your charge is to inquire whether he be
guilty of this high treafon whereof he ftands in-
difted, or not guilty: if you find him guilty, you
thall inquire, &c. .

My. North. May it pleafe your Lordfhip, and
you that are fworn, the prifoner at the bar ftands
charged in this indi@ment with no lefs than the
confpiring the death of the King’s Majefty, and
that in order to the fame, he did, with other
traitors named in the indi@ment, and others not
known, November 2, in the g4th year of this
King, in the parifh of Baffifhaw, within the city
of London, meet and confpire together to bring

our
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our Sovereign Lord the King to death, to raife
war and rebellion againft him, and to maffacre
his Subjefts. And in order to compafs thefe
wicked defigns, there being affembled, did con-
clude to feize the King’s guards, and his Maje{-
ty’s perfon. This is the charge : the Defendant
fays he is not guilty ; if we prove it upon him, it
will be your duty to find it.

Mr. At. Gen. My Lord, and you Gentlemen
of the Jury, moft of our evidence againft this

honourable perfon at the bar, is to this purpofe: -

this perfon, the Duke of Monmouth, my Lord
Grey, Sir Thomas Armftrong, and Mr. Fergu-
fon, they were the Counfel of State, as I may
call them, to give forth diretions for the general
rifing that hath appeared, was to have been with=
in this kingdom. The rifing was of great con-
cern and expence, and muft be managed by per-
fons of intereft, prudence, and great fecrecy.
Thefe gentlemen had frequent meetings in Oc~
tober and November laft (for then, you may re-
frefh your memories again, was the general rifing
to be), and there they did confult how to manage

the rifing ; they confulted how to feize the King’s

guards; and this noble perfon being mixed with
thefe others, efpecially with Fergufon, who with
others of an inferior rank was alfo engaged in a
cabal for managing worfer things (though this is
bad enough); at feveral meetings they receive
meflages from my Lord Shaftlbury touching the
rifing: they being looked upon as the perfons

G that
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that were to conclude and fettle the time and all
circumftances about it.

We fhall make it appear to you in the courfe
of our evidence, that thofe underlings (for this
was the great confult, and moved all the other
wheels) who managed the aflaffination, did take
notice that thefe lords and gentlemen of quality
were to manage and clear the whole bufinefs of
the rifing. It feems thefe gentlemen could not
give the Earl of Shaftfbury fatisfalion to his
mind, for he prefled them to keep their day,
which was the 17th of November laft; but the
honourable perfon at the bar, and the reft, made
him this anfwer, That Mr. Trenchard had failed
them, for that he had promifed to have 1000 foot
and two or 300 horfe at four hours warning, but
now it was come to pafs he could not perform it,
that fome perfons in the Weft would not join
with them, and therefore at this time they could
not proceed ; and therefore they muft defer the
day, and, as a counfel, they fent my Lord Shaftf-
bury word, he muft be contented, they had other-
wife refolved, and thereupon my Lord Shaftfbury
went away, and Mr. Fergufon with him.

To carry on this pratice, they took others
into their council, Sir Thomas Armftrong was left
out, and there falling that fcandalous report upon
my Lord Grey, he was to be left out, and then
there was to be a new council of fix, whereas the
inferior council to manage the affaflination was

{even,
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feven. At this council there was this honourable
perfon at the har, the Duke of Monmouth, my
Lord Howard, and another honourable, who I
am forry to name upon this account, who hath
this morning prevented the hand of juftice upon
himfelf, my Lord of Effex, and Colonel Sidney,
and Mr. Hambden: thefe fix had their frequent
confults at this honourable perfon’s houfe; for
they had excluded Sir Thomas Armftrong and my
Lord Grey, for thefe gentlemen would have the
face of religion, and my Lord Grey was in their
efteem fo fcandalous, that they thought that would
not prevail with the people if he was of the coun-
cil. There they debated how they fthould make
this rifing ; after feveral confultations they came
to this refoluytion: That before they did fall upon
this rifing, they fhould have an exaét account
both of the time and method of the Scotch rifing,
and thereupon a meflenger was fent on purpofe
by Colonel Sidney, viz. Aaron Smith, to invite
Scotch Commiffioners to treat with thefe noble
lords.  Purfuant to this, juft before the plot
brake out, feveral from Scotland came to treat
with them how to manage the work ; 3o,000l. was
demanded by the Scots, in order that they fhould
be ready in Scotland ; then they fell to 10,000,
and at laft (for the Scots love money) they fell
to 5000, which they would take and run all
bazards, but they not coming to their terms, that
broke off ; that week the plot was difcovered.

Ge Gentlemen,
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Gentlemen, if we prove all thefe inftances, bea
fides, we fhall call fome to fhew you that all the
inferior party ftill looked upon thefe to be the
heads; and though they kept it fecret, God hath
fuffered it to come to light, with as plain an
evidence as evet was heard.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. 1 will not take up any of
your Lordfhip’s time; we will call our witneffes to
prove the fa&t Mr. Attorney hath opened. Swear
Colonel Rumfey (which was done). Pray Col.
Rumfey will you give my Lord and the Jury an
account, from the beginning to the end, of the
feveral meetings that were, and what were the
debates of thofe meetings.

Col. Rumfey. My Lord, I was at my Lord
Shaftfbury’s lodging, where he lay, down by
‘Wapping, about the latter end of O&ober, or the
beginning of November, and he told me there
was met at one Mr. Shephard’s houfe the Duke
of Monmouth, my Lord Ruffell, my Lord Grey,
Sir Thomas Armftrong, and Mr. Fergufon; and
he defired me to fpeak to them to know what
refolution they were come to about the rifing of

: Taunton: I -did go there accordingly, and call

for Mr. Shephard, and he carried me up where

they were, and the anfwer that was there made
me was, that Mr, Trenchard had failed them, and
there would no more be done in the matter at that
time.
Mr. At. Gen. Tell the whole paffage.
Col. Rumfey.
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Col. Rumfey. I did fay my Lord Shaftfbury
had fent me to know what refolution they had
taken about the rifing of Taunton. They made
me this anfwer, that Mr. Trenchard had failed
them; that he had promifed 1000 foot and 300
horfe, but when he came to perform it he could
not. He thought the people would not meddle,
unlefs they had fome time to make provifion for
their families.

L. C. 7. Who had you this meffage from?

Col. Rumfey. Mr. Fergufon did fpeak moft
of it,

L. C. 7. Who fent this meflage back ?

Col. Rumfey. Mr. Fergufon made the anfwer;
my Lord Reffell and the Duke of Monmouth
were prefent, and I think my Lord Grey did fay
fomething to the fame purpofe.

Mr. At. Gen. Pray how often were you with
them at that houfe ?

Col. Rumfey. I do not know, I was there more
than once—I was there either another time, or

elfe I heard Mr. Fergufon make a report of ano-

ther meeting to my Lord Shaftfbury.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. Was my Lord Ruffell in
the room when this debate was?

Col. Rumfey. Yes, my Lord.

Mr. At. Gen. What did they fay further?

Col. Rumfey. That was all at that time that I
remember. ‘ :

G3 Mr.
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" Mpr. At. Gen. Was there nothing of my Lord
Shaftfbury to be contented?

Col. Rumfey. Yes, that my Lord Shafifbiry
muft be contented; and upon that he took his
refolution to be gone.

L. C. #. Did you hear any fuch relolution
from him? -

Col. Rumfey. Yes, my Lord.

Mr. At. Gen. Did you know any of their
meeting there, or was it by my Lord Shaftlbury’s
direftion ?

Col. Rumfey. No, but my Lord told me, I
fhould find fuch perfons, and I accordingly found
them ; and this anfwer was given.

Mr. At. Gen. 'What time did you ftay?

Col. Rumfey. Y think I was not there above
a quarter of an hour.

" M# At. Gen. Was there any dilcourfe hap-

pened while you were there about a declaration'?

Col. Rumfey. 1 am not certain whether I did
hear fomething about a declaration there, or that
Mr. Fergufon did report it to my Lord Shaftf-
bury, that they had debated it.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. 'To what purpofe was the
declaration ?

L. C. 7 Wemuft do the prifoner that right ;
he fays he cannot tell whether he had it from him
or Mr. Fergufon. :

Mr. At. Gen. Did you hear no difcourfe ta
what it tended ?

Col,
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- Col. Rumfey. My Lord, there was fome dif-
courfe about feeing what pofture the guards
were in.

One of the Fury. By whom, Sir?

Ixxxvii

Col. Rumfey. By all the company that was

there.

L. C. 7. What was that dtfcourfc?

- Col. Rumfey. To fee what pofture they were
in, that they might know how to furprize them.

L. C. ¥. The guards?

- Col. Rumfey. Yes, that were at the Savoy and
the Mews.

L.C. 7. Whofe were the words? Tell the
words as hrear as you can.

Col. Rumfey. My Lord, the difcourfe was,
that fome fhould ‘

L.C. 7. Who made that difcourfe ?

- 'Col. Rumfey. My Lord, I think Sir Thomas
Armftrong begun it and Mr. Fergufon.

Mr. At. Gen. Was it difcourfed among all
the company ?

Col. Rumfey. All the company dtd debate it.
Afterwards they thought it neceffary to fee with
whit care and vigilance they did guard themfelves
at the Savoy and Mews, whether they might be
furprized or not.

Mr. At. Gen. Were there any undertook to
go and fee there?

Col. Rumfey. There were fome perfons.

Mr. Saj Fefferies. Name them,

G4 Col,
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Col. Rumfey. . 1 think the Duke of Monmouth,
my Lord Grey, and Sir Thomas Armftrong.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. 'Was my Lord Ruffell,
the prifoner, there, when they undertook to take
the view?

Col. Rumfey. Yes, fir.

Mr. At. Gen. To what purpofe was the view?

.Col. Rumfey. To furprize them if the rifing
had gone on.

_Mr. Serj. Fefferies. Did you obferve by the
debates that happened, that they did take notice
there was a rifing intended?

€ol. Rumfty. Yes.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. And that dire&ion was
given to take a view of the guards if the rifing
had gone on?

Col. Rumfey. Yes.

L. C. 7. Pray, fir, declare juftly the dif-
courfe. :

Col. Rumfey. 1 went to them from my Lord
Shaftfbury ; and I did tell them, that my Lord
did pray they would come to fome refolution;
and they told me, Mr. Trenchard they depended
upon for Taunton, had failed them, who when
he came up to town firft at the Term, had affured
them, that in three or four hours time he could
have_one thoufand foot and three hundred horfe ;
but now it came to be tried, he anfwered it was
not poffible for him to undertake it, for people
would not rufh into it of a fudden, but have fome

Mr,
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Mr. At. Gen. Was it pretended there fhould
be a rifing at that time?

Col. Rumfey. Yes, the 1gth of November was
appointed for the rifing. ,

L. C. 7. Was it before that time you went to
prefs them from my Lord Shafifbury ?

Col. Rumfey. Yes, I think it was the matter of
a fortnight before, or fomething more; for I
think it was concluded Sunday fortnight after
my Lord Grey met.

Myr. At. Gen. But you fay, befides what you
heard there, you underftood there was to be a
rifing at that time: was you to be engaged in
this?

Col. Rumfey. Yes, I was.

L.C. 7. You muft fpeak fo, that what you
deliver may be fenfible; for if you fpeak, I ap-
prehend fo and fo, that will be doubtful.

Col. Rumfey. No, my Lord, the rifing was de,
termined, and I was to have gone to Briftol.

Mr. At. Gen. In what capacity, as Colonel or
Captain ?

Col. Rumfey. There was no determination of
that—no quality.

L. C. 7. By whofe appointment was that?

€ol. Rumfey. My Lord Shaftfbury fpake that
to me.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. But pray, Col. Rumfey,
this you are very able to know what the debates
were, and need not be pumped with fo many

queftions
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queftions: pray, was there any debate when you
came with the meffage from my Lord Shaftfbury’s;
was there a debate about the rifing?

Col. Rumfey. There was no debate of it, be
caufe they made anfwer, Mr. Trenchard had fa\led
them.
~ Mr. Serj. Fefferies. But did not they take
notice of the rifing? Give an account of it.

Col. Rumfey. 1 have done it twice.

Fury. We defire to ‘know the meﬁ'agc from
the Lord Shafdbury. -

L. C. 7. Direét yourfelf to the Court : fome
of the Gentlemen have not heard it; they defire
you would, with a little more loud voice, repeat
the meflage you were fent of from my Lord
Shaftfbury.

Col. Rumfey. 1 was fent by my Lord to kivow
the refolution of the rifing in Tauntons they
enfwered, Mr. Trenchard, whom they depended
upon for the men, had failed them, -and that it
uft fall at that time, and my Lord muft be con<
tented.

- Mr. At. Gen. Was the prifoner at the bar
prefent at that debate?

Col. Rumfey. Yes.

M. Serj. Fefferies. Did you find him averfe

to it, or agreeing to it?
Col. Rumfey. Agreeing to it. .
Baron Street.. What faid my Lord Shafifbury?
Col.
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Col. Rumféy. Upon my return, he faid he
would be gone, arid accordingly did go.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. 1f my Lord Ruffell pleafes
to afk him any queftions, he may. '

L. Ruffell. Muft I'afk him now?

L.C. . Yes, my Lord, propofe your quef-
tiors to me.

L. Ruyffeil. 1 have very few queftions to atk
him, for I know little of uie matter; for it was
the greateft accident in the world I was there,
‘end when I faw that company was there, I would
hdve béen gone again. I came there acciden.
tally, to fpeak with Mr. Shephard; I was juft
comé to town; but there was no difcourfe about
furprizing the guards, nor no undertaking of
raifing an army.

L.C. 7. We will hear you any thing by and
by, but thdt which we¢ now défire of your Lord-
Jhip is, as the witnefles come, to know if you
would have any particular queftionsafked of them.

L. Ruffell. 1 defire to know, if I gave any
anfwer to any meflage about the rifing: I wasup
and down; I do not know what they might fay
when I wasin the room; I was tafting of wine.

L. C. . Did you obferve that my Lord Ruf-
fell faid any thing there, and what?

"Col. Rumfey. Yes, my Lord Ruffell did {peak,

L. C. 7. About what? °

€ol. Rumfey, About the rifing of Taunton.

L. Ruffell,

.xcl
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L. Ruffell. 1t was Sir Thomas Armftrong that
converfed with Mr. Trenchard.

L. C. 7. What did you obferve my Lerd
Ruffell to fay ?

Col. Rumfey. My Lord Ruflell did difcourfe
of the rifing.

Lord Ruffell. How fhould I difcourfe of the
rifing at Taunton, that knew not the place, nor
had knowledge of Trenchard ? '

Mr. At. Gen. Now, my Lord, we will give
you an account that my Lord Ruffell appointed
this place, and came in the dark without his
coach.

L. Rufell. My Lord, I think the witnefs was
afked if I gave my confent.

L.C. 7. What fay you, did my Lord give
any confent to the rifing ?

Col. Rumfey. Yes, my Lord, he did.

Mr. At. Gen. Pray fwear Mr. Shephard.
(which was done). Pray will you fpeak aloud,
and give an account to my Lord and the Jury,
of the meetings at your houfe, and what was
done?

My, Shephard. In the month of O&ober laft,
as I remember, Mr. Fergufon came to me in the
Duke of Monmouth’s name, and defired the con~
veniency of my houfe, for him and fome other
perfons of quality to meet there. And as foon
as I had granted it, in the evening the Duke of
Monmouth, my Lord Grey, my Lord Ruffell, Sir

Thaomag
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Thomas Armftrong, Col. Rumfey, and Mr. Fer«
gufon came. Sir Thomas Armftrong defired me,
that none of my fervants might come up, but
they might be private; fo what they wanted I
went down for—a bottle of wine or fo. The
fubftance of their difcourfe was, how to furprife
the King’s guards; and in order to that, the Duke
of Monmouth, my Lord Grey, and Sir Thomas

Armftrong, as I remember, went one night to the -

Mews, or thereabouts, to fee the King’s guards:
and the next time they came to my houfe, I heard
Sir Thomas Armftrong fay, the guards were very
remifs in their places, and not like foldiers, and
the thing was feafible, if they had ftrength to do
it. '

Mr. At. Gen. How many meetings had you
there? ,

Myr. Shephard. 1 remember but twice, Sir.

Mr. At. Gen. Did they meet by chance, or
had you notice they would be there that night?

Mr. Shephard. Yes, I did hear it before.

Mr. Sol. Gen. 'Who had you notice would be
there?

Mr. Shephard. The Duke of Monmouth, my
Lord Grey, my Lord Ruffell, Sir Thomas Arme
ftrong, Col. Rumfey, and Mr. Fergufon.

Mr. At. Gen. Did they come with their coaches,
or a foot, in the night-time, and in the dark?

Mr. Shephard. 1 cannot tell; it was in the
evening; I did not let them in,
' Mr.
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Mr. Ai. Gen. Were there any coaches at the.

door?

Mr. Shephard. None that I heard or faw,
they came not altogether, but immediately ane
after another.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. Had they any debate b,ee
fore they went into the room?

Myr. Shephard. No, they went readily into
the room.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. Was my Lord Ruffell
both times there ?

My, Shephard. Yes, Sir, as I remember.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. Had yoy any particular
bufinefs with my Lord Ruffell, or he with you?

Mr. Shephard. No, not at that time, but fince
I have bad, about the affairs of my Lord
Shaftfbury.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. Do you rememher Col.
Rumlfey at the firlt time had any difcourfe about
any private bufinefs relating to my Lord Ruffeil?

Mr. Shephard. No, 1 do not remember it.

Mr. At. Gen. Befides the feizing of the guards,
did they difcourfe about rifing?

My. Shephard. 1 do not remember any fur-
ther difcourfe, for I went feveral times down to
fetch wine, and fugar, and nutmeg, and I do not
know what was faid in my abfence.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. Do you remember any
writings or papers read at that time?

Mr. Shephard. Noae that I faw.

Mr.
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Mr. Serj. Fefferies. Or that you heard of?
Mr. Shephard. Yes, now I recolle& myfelf, 1

do remember one paper was read.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. To.what purpofe was u? |

Mr. Shephard. It was fomewhat in the nature
of a declaration; it was read by Mr. Fergufon;
who was prefent at the reading, I cannot fay,
whether they were all prefent or not. The pur-
port of it was fetting forth the grievances of the
nation, but truly what particulars I capnot tell: it
was a pretty large paper.

Mr. At. Gen. But you can tell the effet of it
when was that to be fet out?

Mr. Shephard. It was not difcourfed; it was
fhewn only, I fuppofe, for approbation.

Mr. At. Gen.  Who was it thew’d to?

My. Shephgrd. Sir Thomas Armitrong.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. Who elfe?

Mr. Shephard. As I remember, the Duke was
prefent, and I think Col. Rumfey.

Col. Rumfey. No, I was not, it was done be-
fore I came.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. What was the defign of

that paper? Recolle® yourfelf, what was the

defign?

Mr. Shephard. The defign of that paper was
in the nature of a declaration, fetting forth the
grievances of the nation, in order top a rifing, I
fuppofe by the purport of the paper; but eannot
semember the particular words of it.

Fareman
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Foreman of the Fury. Can you fay my Lord
Ruflell was there, when that declaration was tead,
as you call it?

Mr. Shephard. 1 cannot fay that.

Mr. At. Gen. But he was there when he talked
of feizing the guards?

Mr. Shephard. Yes, my Lord was there then,
. L. Ruffell. Pray, Mr. Shephard, do you re-
member the time when thefe meetings were?

Mr. Shephard. 1 cannot be pofitive as to the
time; I remember it was at the time my Leord
Shaftfbury was abfent from his own houfe, and
he abfented himfelf from his own houfe about
Michaelmas-day ; but I cannot be pofitive as to
the time.

L. Ruffell. 1 never was but once at your
houfe, and there was no fuch defign as I heard
of. 1 defire that Mr. Shephard may recole&
himfelf.

Mr. Shephard. 1ndeed, my Lord, I cannot
be pofitive in the times. My Lord, I am fure,
was at one meeting.

L. C. 7. But was he at both? .

Mpr. Shephard. 1 think fo; but it was eight or
nine months ago, and I cannot be pofitive.

L. Ruffell. I can prove I was then in the
country. Col. Rumfey faid there was but one
meeting. _

Col. Rumfey. 1 do not remember I was at two;

if



LORD WILLIAM RUSSELL.

if I was not, I heard Mr. Fergufon relate the de-
bates of the other meeting tq my Lord Shaft{bury.

L. Ruffell. 1s it ufual for the witneffes to hear
one another?

L. C. 7 T think your Lordfhip need not
concern yourfelf about that, for I fee the witne{=
fes are brought in one after another.

L. Ruffell. There was no defign.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. He hath fworn it.

Mr. At. Gen. Swear my Lord Howard [which
was donel. Pray will your Lordthip give an
account to the Court, what you know of a rifing
defigned before my Lord Shaftfbury went away,
and afterwards how it was continued on?

L., Howard. My Lord, I appear with fome
confufion. Let no man wonder that it is trou-
blefome to me. My Lord, as to the queftion
Mr. Attorney puts to me, this is the account I
have to give. It is very well known to cvery
one, how great a ferment was made in the city,
upon occafion of the long difpute about the elec-
tion of fheriffs: and this foon produced a greater
freedom and liberty of fpeech one with another,
than perhaps had been ufed formerly, though not
without fome previous preparations and difpo-
fitions made to the fame thing. Upon this occa-
fion, among others, I was acquainted with Cap-
tain Walcot, a perfon that had been fome months
in England, being returned out of Ireland, and
who indeed I had not feen for cleven years be-

H fore,
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fore. But he came to me as foon as he came out
of Ireland; and when thefe unhappy divifions
came, he made very frequent applications to me;
and though he was unknown himfelf, yet being
brought by me, he foon gained a cov.§dence with
my Lord Shaftfbury, and from him derived it to
others, when this unhappy rent and divifion of
mind was, he having before got himfelf acquainted
with many perfons of the city, had entered inte
fuch counfels with them, as afterwards had the
cffe@, which.in the enfuing narrative I fhall re-
late to your Lordfhip. He came to me and told
me, that they were now fenfible all they bad was
going ; that this force put upon them——
[4¢ that time news was brought snto court, that the
Earl of Effex had murthered himfelf.]
L. C. 7. Pray, my Lord, raife your voice,
elfe your evidence will pafs for nothing. ..
One of the Fury. We cannot hear, my Lord,
L. Howard. There is an unhappy accident
happened that hath funk my vaice; I was but juft
now acquainted with the fate of my Lord of
Effex.—My Lord, I fay, he came to me and did
acquaint me, that the people were now fo fenfible
that all their intereft was going, by that violence
offered to the city in their ele@ions, that they
were refolved to take fome courfe to put-a fop ta
it, if it were poffible: he told me there were
feveral confults and meetings of perfons about it,
and feveral perfons had begun to put themfelves

into
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into a difpofition and preparation to aQ; that
fome had furnifhed themfelves with very goad
borfes, and kept them in the moft fecret and blind
ftables they could; that divers had intended it,
and for his own part, he was refolved to embark
himfelf init. And having an eftate in Ireland, he
thought to difpatch his fon thither (for he had a
good real eftate, and a great ftock ; how he dif.
pofed of his real eftate I know not); but he or-
dered his fon to turn his ftock into money to fur-
nith him for the occafion: this I take to be
about Auguft. His fon was fent away. Soon
after this, the fon not being yet returned, and I

having feveral accounts from him wherein I found -

the fermentation grew higher and higher, and

every day a nearer approach to aftion: I told °

him I had a neceffity to go into Effex to attend
the coucerns of my own eftate, but told him how
he might, by another name, convey letters to me,
and gave him a little cant, by which he might
blind and difguife the matter he wrote about,
when I was in the country. I received two ar
three letters from him that gave me an account, in
that difguifed file, but fuch as I underftood, that
the negotiation which he had with my corref-
pondents was going on, and in good condition ;
and it was earneftly defired I would come to
town: this ‘was the middle of September. I,
notwithftanding, was willing to fee the refult of
that great affair, upon which all mens® eyes were
' H: fixed,

®
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fixed, which was the determination of the Shti-
valty about that time. So I ordered it to fall
into town, and went to my own houfe on Saturday
night, which was Michaelmas-day. On Sunday
he came to me and dined with me, and told me
(after a general account given me of the affairs
of the times) that my Lord Shaftfbury was fe-
creted, and withdrawn from his own houfe in
Alderfgate-ftreet; and that though he had a fa-
mily fettled, and had abfconded himfclf from
them, and divers others of his friends and con-
fidents, yet he did defire to fpeak to me, and for
that purpofe fent him to fhew me the way to his
lodging : ‘'he brought me to a houfe at the lower
end of Wood-fireet, one Watfon’s houfe, and
there my Lord was alone. He told me he could
not but be fenfible, how innocent foever he was,
both he and all honeft men were unfafe, {o long
as the adminiftration of juftice was in fuch hands
as would accommodate all things to the humour
of the Court. That in the fenfe of this he
thought it but reafonable to provide for his own
fafety, by withdrawing himfelf from his own
houfe into that retirement. That now he had
ripened affairs into that head, and bad things in
that preparation, he did not doubt but he fhould
be able, by thofe men that would be in readinefs
in London, to turn the tide, and put a ftop to
the torrent that was ready to overflow. But he
did complain to me, that his defign, and the de-

fign
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fign of the public, was very much obftruéted by

the unhandfome deportment of the Duke. of
Monmouth and my Lord Ruffell, who had with-
drawn themfelves, not only from his affiftance,
but from their own engagements and appointments.

For when he had got fuch a formed force as he -

had in London, and expefied to have it anfwered
by them in the country, they did recede from
it, and told him they were not in a cgndition, or
preparation in the country, to be concurrent
with him at that time. This he looked upon but
as an artificial excufe, and as an inftance of their
intentions wholly to defert him; but notwith-
ftanding there was fuch preparations made in
London, that if they were willing to lofe the ho-
nour of being concurrent with him, he was able
to do it himfelf, and did intend fpeedily to putit
into execution. I afked him what forces he had;
he faid enough. Says I, what are you aflured
of? Says he, there is above ten thoufand brifk
boys are ready to follow me, whenever I hold up
my finger:—Says I, how have you methoded
this, that they fhall not be crufhed, for there will
be a great force to oppofe you? Yes, he anfwered,
but they would poffefs themfelves of the gates;
and thefe ten thoufand men intwenty-four hours,
would be multiplied into five times the number,
and be able to make a fally out, and poffefs them-
felves of Whitehall, by beating the guards. I
¢old him this was a fair ftory, and I had reafon to
: Hj3 thipk
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think a man of his figure would not undertake a.
thing that might prove fo fatal, unlefs it were laid
on a foundation that might give a prudent man.
ground to hope it would be fuccefsful. He faid- -
he was certain of it, but confeffed it was a great
difappointment that thefe Lords had failed him:
I told him, I was not provided with an.anfwer at
that time ; that he well knew me, and knew the
general frage and bent of my fpirit. But I teld.
him I looked upon it as dangerous, and ought to
be laid deep, and to be very well weighed and
confidered of ; and did not think it a fit thing to
be entered upon without the concurrence of thofe
Lords; and therefore defired, before I difcovered
my own inclination, to difcourfe with thofe Lords,
He did confent, with much ado; but, fays he, -
you will find they will wave it, and give doubtful
and deferring anfwers, but you will find this-a
truth. I went to Moor Park the next day,
where the Duke of Monmouth was, and told
him the great complaint my Lord Shaftfbury had
made, that he failed him. 'Says he, I think he is
mad; I was fo far from giving him any encou-
ragement, that I did tell him from the beginning,
and fo did my Lord Ruffell, there was nothing
to be done by us in the country at that time.
I did not then own I had feen my Lord; but
fpeak as if this were brought me by a third perfon,
becaufe he had not given me liberty to tell them
where his lodgiog was, Says I, my Lozd, 1 fhald
: : be
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be able to give a better account of this in a day
or two: Shall I convey it to my Lord, that yoy
are willing to give a meeting? Yes, fays he, with
all my heart : this was the fecond, third, or fourth
of Oftober: I came to town on Saturday, and
was carried to him on Monday; and I fuppofe
this was Tuefday, the fecond of Oflober: on
Wednefday 1 think I went to him again (but it
is not very material), and told him I had been
with the Duke of Monmouth, and given him a
punftual account of what 1 had from him; and
the Duke did abfolutely difown any fuch thing 5
and told me he never did give him any encourage«
ment to proceed that way, becaufe the countries

were not in a difpofition for aQion, nor could-

be put in readinefs at that time: fays my Lord
Shaftbury, it is falfe; they are afraid to own it.
And, fays he, I have reafon to believe, there
is fome artificial bargain between his father and
him, to fave ome another; for when I have
brought him to afion, I could never get him to
put on, and therefore I fufpe@® him: and, fays he,
feveral honeft men in the city have puzzled me
in afking how the Duke of Monmouth lived:

fays he, they puzzled me, and I could not-anfwer -

the queftion; for I know he muft have his living
from the King; and, fays he, we have different
profpe&ls: we are for a commonwealth, and he
had no other defign but his own perfonal intereft,
and that will' not go down with my people now

H 4 (fo
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(fo he called them); they-are all for a common-
wealth: and then, fays he, it is to no purpofe
for me to fee him; it will but widen the breach,
and I dare not truft him to come hither. Says I,
my Lord, that’s a good one indeed—dare not’
you truft him, and yet do you fend me to him-on
this errand? Nay, fays he, it is becaufe we have
had fome mifunderftanding of late ; but I believe
he is true enough to the intereft. Says I, itisa
great unhappinefs to take this time to fall out;
and I think it is fo great a defign, that it ought
to be undertaken with the greateft firength and
coalition in the kingdom. Says he, my friends
are now gone fo far, that they cannot pull their
foot back again without going further; for, fays
he, it hath been communicated to fo many, that
it is impoffible to keep it from taking air, and it
muft go on. Says he, we are not fo unprovided
as you think for; there are fo many men, that you
will find as brifkk men as any in England. Be-
fides, we are to have 1000 or 1500 horfe, that
are to be drawn by infenfible parties into town,
that when the infurreftion is, fhall be able to
fcour the ftreets, and hinder them from forming
their forces againft us. My Lord, after great en-
largement upon this head, and heads of the like na-
ture, I told him I would not leave him thus,
and that nothing fhould fatisfy me, but an inter-
viéw between him and the Lords: no, I could
not obtain it: byt if I would go and tell them

. what
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what a forwardnefs. he was in, and that, if they
would do themfelves right, by putting themfelves
upon correfpondent aftion in their refpeftive
places, and where their intereft lay, well ; other-
wife he would go away without them: So I went
again to the Duke of Monmouth. I fpake to
him only (I never fpake to.my Lord Ruffell
then, only we were together; but I had never
come to any clofe conjunfion of counfels in my
life with him at that time). Says I to the Duke,
this man is mad, and his madnefs will prove fatal
to us all; he hath been in a fright by being .in
the Tower, and carries thofe fears about him, that
cloud his underftanding: I think his judgment
hath defcrted bim, when he goes about with thofe
ftrange fanguine hopes, that I cannot fee what
fhould fupport him in the ground of them. There-
fore, fays I, pray will you give him a meeting.
God-fo, fays the Duke, with all my heart, and I
defire nothing more. Now, I told him, I had
been with my Lord Shaftfbury, with other en-
largements that I need not trouble your Lord-
thip with. - Well, fays he, pray go. to him, and
try if poffible to get a meeting. So I went to
him, and told him:—Says I, this is a great un-
happinefs, and it feems to be a great abfurdity,
that you- are fo forward to a& alone in fuch a
thing as this. Pray, fays I, without any more tp
do, fince you have this confidence to fend for
. me,

cv
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me, let me prevail with you to meet them, and
give them an interview, or elfe you and I muft -
break. I will no longer hold any correfpon
dence, unlefs it be fo. Says he, I tell you they
will betray me. In fhort, he did, with much im~
portunity, yield, that he would come out the next
night in a difguife. By this time it was Saturday;
1 take it to be the 6th of O&ober; an almanack
will fettle that: fo the next night, being Sunday,
and the fhops fhut, he would come out in a con-
cealment, be carried in a coach, and brought to
his own houfe, which he thought then was fafeft.
I came and gave the Duke of Monmouth an ac-
count of it: the Duke, I fuppofe, conveyed the
fame underftanding to my Lord Ruflell; and, 1
fuppofe, both would have been there accordingly,
to have given the meeting; but next morning 1
found Colonel Rumfey had left a note at my
houfe, that the meeting could not be that day.
Then I went to the Duke of Monmouth, and he
had had the account before, that my Lord Shafti-
bury did apprehend himfelf to be in forne danges -
in that houfe, and that the apprehenfion had oc~
cafioned him to remove; but we fhould be fure
to hear from him in two or three days. We took
it as a waver, and thought he did from thence in-
tend to abfcond himfelf from us, and it proved
fo to me, for from that time I never faw him.
But Captain Walcot came to me, and told me
that he was withdrawn, but it was for fear his lodg-

ing
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ing- might be difcovered, but be did not doubt

but in a week he would let me know where his.
lodging was: but told me within fuch a time,.

which I think was eight or ten days, there would

be a rifing; and I told the Duke of Monmouth,

and I believe he told my Lord Ruffell; and we
believed his frenzy was now grown to that
heighth, that he would rife immediately, and put
bis defign in execution; fo we endeavoured to
prevent it. Upon which my Lord Ruffel (I was.

told) and the Duke of Monmeuth, did force their.

way to my Lord Shaftbury’s, and did perfuade.

him to put off the day of rendezvous. I had not

this from my- Lord Ruffell, for I had not fpoke a

word to him; but the Duke told me my Lord

Ruffell had been with him (I had indeed an inti-

mation that he had been with him), but the Duke:

told me, fays he, I have not been with kim, but

my Lord Ruffell was, having been conveyed by

Colonel Rumfey. After this day was put off, it

feems it was put off with this condition, that thofe

Lords, and divers others, thould be in readinefs

to raife the country about that day fortnight, or

thereabouts; for there was not a fortnight’s time

given: and, fays the Duke of Mommouth, we

have put it off; but now we muft be in a&ion,

for there is no holding it off any longer. And,

fays he, I have been at Wapping all night, and I

-never faw a company of bolder and brifker fel-
Jows in my life: and, fays he, 1 have been round
« the

evid.
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the Tower, and feen the avenues of it; and I do
not think it will be hard, in a little time, to pol-
fefs ourfelves of it: but, fays he, they are in the
wrong way, vet we are engaged to be ready for

. them in a fortnight, and therefore, fays he, now

we muft apply ourfelves to it as well as we can.
And thereupon I believe they did fend into the
country ; and the Duke of Monmouth told me,
he fpake to Mr. Trenchard, who was to take par-
ticular care of Somerfetthire, with this circum-
flance: fays he, I thought Mr. Trenchard had
been a brifker fellow; for when I had told him
of it, he looked fo pale, I thought he would have
fwooned, when I brought him to the brink of
altion; and, faid I, pray go and do what you
can among your acquaintance; and truly, I
thought it would have come then to aflion. But
I went the next day to.him, and he faid it was
impoffible ; they could not get the Gentlemen of
the country to ftir yet.

L. Ruffell. My Lord, I think I have very
hard meafure; here is a great deal of evidence
by hearfay.

L.C. 7. This is nothing againft you,. I de-
clare it to the jury.

Mr. At. Gen. If it pleafe you, my Lord, go
on in the method of time. This is nothing
againft you, but its coming to you, if your Lord-
fhip will have patience, I aflure you.

" L. Howard. This is juft in the order it was
done.
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done. When this was put off, then they were
in a great hurry; and Captain Walcot had been
feveral times with me, and difcourfed of it. But
upon this difappointment, they faid it fhould be
the dithonour of the Lords, that they were back-
ward to perform their parts; but ftill they were
refolved to goon. And this had carried it to
the latter end of Oftober. About the 17th or
18th, Captain Walcot came to me, and told me,
now they were refolved pofitively to rife, and
did believe that a fmart party might perhaps meet
with fome great men. Thereupon I told the
Duke of it; I met him in the ftreet, and went
out of my own coach into his, and told him,
that there was fome dark intimation, as if there
might be fome attempt upon the King’s perfon;
with that he ftruck his breaft with great emotion
of fpirit, and faid, God-fo, kill the King! I will
never fuffer that. Then he went to the Play-
houfe to find Sir Thomas Armftrong, and fend
him up and down the city to put it off, as they
did formerly; and it was done with that fuccefs,
that we were all quieted in our minds, that at
that time nothing would be done: but upon the
day the King came from Newmarket, we dined
together : the Duke of Monmouth was one; and
there we had a notion conveyed among us, that
fome bold a&ion fhould be done that day ; which
comparing it with the King’s coming, we con-
cluded it was defigned upon the King. And I

remember
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remember my Lord Grey, fays he, by God #
they do attempt any fuch thing, it cannot fail.
We were in great anxiety of mind, till we heard
the King’s coach was coming, and Sir Thomas
Armftrong not being there, we apprehended that
he was to be one of the party (for he was not
there). This failing, it was then next determined
(which was the laft alarum and news I had of it)
to be done upon the 17th of November, the
anniverfary of Queen Elizabeth: and I remem-
ber it by this remark I made myfelf, that I feared
it had been difcovered, becaufe I faw a procla-
mation a little before, forbidding public bonfires

_ without leave of my Lord Mayor. It made

fome impreffions upon me, that I thought they
bad got an intimation of our intention, and had
therefore forbid that meeting. This, thetefote,
of the 17th of November being alfo difappointed,
and my Lord Shafifbury being told things were
pot ripe in the coantry, took fhipping and got
away; and from that time I heard no more of
him, till I heard he was dead. Now, Sir, after
this we all began to lie under the fame fenfe
and apprehenfions that my Lord Shaftfbury did,
that we had gone fo far, and communicated it to
fo many, that it was unfafe to make a retreat ; and
this being confidered, it was alfo confidered, that
fo great an affair as that was, confifting of fuch
infinite particulars, to be managed with fo much
finene(s, and to have fo.many parts, it would be

neceflary
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neceffary that there fhould be fome general coun-
cil, that fhould take upon them the care of the
whole. Upon thefe thoughts we refolved to ere&
alittle cabal among ourfelves, which did confift
of fix perfons; and the perfons were, the Duke
of Monmouth, my Lord of Effex, my Lord Ruf-
{ell, Mr. Hambden, jun. Algernoon Sydney, and

myfelf.
Mr. At. Gen. About what time was this,
when you fettled this council ?

L. Howard. It would have been proper for
me in the next place to tell you that, and I was
coming to it. This was about the middle of
January laft (as near as I can remember), for
about that time we did meet at Mr. Hampden's
houfe.

Mr. At. Gen. Name thofe that met,

L. Howard. All the perfons I named before
that was, the Duke of Monmouth, my Lord Effex,
my Lord Ruflell, Colonel Sydney, Mr. Hamb«
den, jun. and myfelf. When we met there, it
was prefently agreed what their proper province
was, which was to have a care of the whole: and
therefore it was neceflary fome general things
fhould fall under our care and condu@, which
could not poffibly: be conduted by individual
perfons. The things that did principilly chal-.
lenge this care, we thought were thefe; whether
the infurre@ion was moft proper to be begun in
London, or in the country, er both at one in-

ftant.
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fiant. This ftood upon feveral different reafons 3

it was faid in the country; and I remember the

Duke of Monmouth infifted upon it, that it was
impoffible to oppofe a formed, well methodized,
and governed force, with a rabble haftily got to-
gether; and therefore whatever numbers could
be gathered in the city, would be fupprefled
quickly before they could form themfelves: there-
fore it would be better to begin it at fuch a dif-
tance from the town, where they might have an
opportunity of forming themfelves, and would
not be fubje&t to the like panic fear, as in the
town, where half an hour would convey the news
to thofe forces, that in another half hour would
be ready to fupprefs them.

Mr. At. Gen. Was this determined among
you all? o

L. Howard. In this manner that I tell you,
why it was neceflary to be done at fome reafon-
able diftance from the town. And from thence
it was likewife confidered, that the being fo re-
‘mote from the town, it would put the King upon
this dilemma, that either the King would fend
his forces to fubdue them, or not; if he did, he
muft leave the city naked, who being proxim dif-
pofitioni to aflion, ‘it would give them occafion to
rife, and come upon the back of the King's forces;
if he did not fend, it would give them time ta
form their number, and be better ordered.

Mr. At. Gen. My Lord, we do not defire all

your
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your difcourfe and debates ; what was your other
general thing?

L. Howard. The other was, what countries
and towns were the fitteft and moft difpofed to
aflion: and the third, what arms were neceflary
to be got, and how to be difpofed: and a fourth
{which fhould have been indeed firft in confidera<
tion) propounded by the Duke of Monmouth,
that it would be abfolutely neceffary to have fome
common bank of 25 or 30,000l. to anfwer the
occafions of fuch an undertaking. Nothing was
done, but thefe things were offered then to our
confideration, and we were to bring in our united
advice concerning them. But the laft and greateft
was, how we might {o order it, as to draw Scot-
land into a confent with us, for we thought it
neceffary that all the diverfion fhould be given.
This was the laft.

Mr. At. Gen. Had you any other meetings?

L. Howard. We had, about ten days after
this at my Lord Ruffell’s.

Mr. At. Gen. The fame perfons?

L. Howard. Every one of the fame perfons
then meeting.

Mr. At. Gen. What debate had you there ?

L. Howard. Then it was fo far as we came to
a refolution :—That fome perfons fhould be fent
to my Lord Argyle, to fettle an underftanding
with him, and that fome meflengers fhould be

difpatched into Scotland, that fhould invite fome
I perfons
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perfons hither, that were judged motft able to un-
derftand the eftate of Scotland, and give an ac-
count of it: the perfons agreed on were Sir John

" Cockram, my Lord ‘Melvile, and another, whofe

name I have fince been told, upon my defcrip-
tion, Sir Cambell. For this purpofe we did
order a perfon fhould be thought on that was fit—

Mr. At. Gen. Do you know who was fent,
and what was done upon this refolution?

- L. Howard. I have heard (never faw him in
fix months before) that Aaron Smith was fent.

© Mr. At. Gen. Who was entrufted to.take care
of that bufinefs.

L. Howard. Colonel Sydney. We, in dif-
courfe, did agree to refer it to Colonel Sydney,
to have the care of fending a perfon.

. Mr, At. Gen. Who acquainted you Aaron
Smith was fent?

L. Howard. Colonel Sydney told me he had
fent him, and given him fixty guineas for his
journey.

Mr. At. Gen. What more meetings had you ?

L. Howard. We did then confider that thefe
meetings might have occafioned fome obfervation
upon us, and agreed not to meet again till the
return of that meflenger. He was gone, I be
lieve, near a month before we heard any thing of
him, which we wondered at, and feared {ome
mifcarriage; but if his letter had mifcarricd, it
could have done no great hurt, for it carried only

a kind
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a kind of cant in it; it was under the difguife of a
plantation in Carelina.

" Mr. At. Gen. You are fure my Lord Ruffell
was there ?

L. Howard. Yes, Sir, I wifh I could fay he
was not. '

Mr. At. Gen. Did he fit there as a cypher?
What did my Lord fay?

L. Howard. Every one knows my Lord Ruf-
fell is a perfon of great judgment, and not very
lavifh in difcourfe. -

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. But he did confent?

L. Howard. We did not put it to the vote,
but it went without contradiion, and I took it
that all there gave their confent.

Mr. Sol. Gen. The raifing of money you fpeak
of, was that put into any way ? ’

L. Howard. No, but every man was to put
themfelves upon thinking of fuch a way, that
money might be collefted without adminiftering
jealoufy.

Mr. At. Gen. Were there no perfons to un-
dertake for a fund? .

L. Howard. No, I think not. However it
was but opinion, the thing that was faid, was jo-
cofely, rather than any thing elfe, that my Lord
of Effex had dealing in money, and therefore he
was thought the moft proper perfon to take the
care of thofe things; but this was faid rather by
way of mirth than otherwile. '

I2 Mr
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Mr. At. Gen. What do you know clfe, my
Lord?

L. Howdrd. 1 was going to tell you; I am

‘now at a full flop. For it was fix weeks or more

before Smith’s return, and then drew on the time
that it was neceffary for me to go into Effex,
where I had a fmall concern; there I ftaid about

three weeks; when I came back I was informed

_that he was returned, and Sir John Cockram was

alfo come to town. ,

L. C. 7. Didyou meet after this?

L. Howard. No, my Lord, I tell you, that
I was forced to go three weeks upon the ac-
count of my eftate, and afierwards I was neceffi-
tated to go to the bath, where I fpent five weeks,
and the time of coming from the bath to this time
is five weeks more ; fo that all this time hath beens
a perfe&t parenthefis to me, and more than this X
know not. '

L. C. 7. My Lord Ruflell, now, if your

Lordfhip pleafes, is the time for you to afk him

any queftions.

L. Ruffell. The moft he hath faid of me, my
Lord, is only hear-fay; the two times we met,
it was upon no formed defign, only to talk of
news and talk of things in general.

L. C. 7. But I will tell you what it is he
teftifics, that comes neareft your Lordfhip, that
fo you may confider of it, if you will alk any

queftions,
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queftions. He fays, after my Lord Shaftfbury
went off (all before is but inducement as to
any thing that concerns your Lordfhip, and does
not panicularlf touch you) after his going away,
he fays the party coneerned with my Lord Shaftf-
bury did think fit to make choice of fix per-
fons to carry on the defign of an infurre&ion, or
rifing as he calls it, in the kingdom; and that to
that purpofe choice was made of the Duke of
Monmouth, my Lord of Effex, your Lordfhip,
my Lord Howard, Colonel Sidney, and Mr.
Hampden. :

L. Ruffell. Pray, my Lotd, not to interrupt
you, by what party (I know no party) were they

chofen?
L. Howard. Itis very true; we we were not

chofen by community, but did ere& ourfelves,
by mutual agreement, one with another'inito lhls
fociety.

L. Ruffell. We were people that did meet
very often. '

L.C. 7. Will your Lordfip pleafe to have
any othier queftions afked of my Lord Howard?

L. Ruyffell. He fays it was a formed defign,
when we met about no fuch thing.

- L. C. 7. He fays that you did confult among
yourfelves, about the tifing of men, and where
the rifing fhould firft be, whether in the city of
London, or in more foreign parts, that you had
fcvcral debates concerning it; he does make

13 mention
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mention of fome of the Duke of Monmouth's ar-
guments for its being formed in places from the
city ; he fays you did all agree not to do any
thing further in it, till you had confidered how

-to raife money and arms: and to engage the

kingdom of Scotland in this bufinefs with you;
that it was agreed among you, that a meflenger
thould be fent into the kingdom of Scotland.
Thus far he goes upon his own knowledge, as he
faith ; what he fays after, of fending a meflenger,
is by report only.

Mr. At. Gen. 1 beg your pardon, my Lord.

L. C. 7.  Itisfo; that which he heard con-
cerning the fending of Aaron Smith.

Mr. At. Gen. Will you afk him any quef-
tions? '

L. Ruffell. 'We met, but there was no debate
of any fuch thing, nor putting any thing in me-
thod. But my Lord Howard is a man that hath
a voluble tongue, talks very well, and is full of
difcourfe, and we were delighted to hear him,

Mr. Al Gen. 1 think your Lordfhip did men-
tion the Cambells ?

L. Howard. 1 did ftammer it out, but not
without a parenthefis; it was a perfon of the alli-
ance ; and I thought of the name of the Argyles.

L. Ruffell., 1 defire your Lordfhip to take
notice, that none of thefe men I ever faw; my
Lord Melvile I have feen, but not upon this
account,

Mr.
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Mr. Atterbury fworn.

Mr. At. Gen. Aaron Smith did go, and Cam-
bell he went for is here taken :—this is the mef-
fenger. Pray what do you know of the appre-
hending of the Cambells?

Mr. Atterbury. If it pleafe your Lordfhip, I
did not apprehend Sir Hugh Cambell myfelf, but
he is now in my cuftody: he was making his
efcape out of a wood-monger’s houfe, both he
and his fon.

Mr. At. Gen. How long did he own he had
been at London? ‘

Myr. Atterbury. Four days, and that in that
time he had been at their lodgings; and that he
and his fon, and one Bailey, came to town to-
gether.

Mr. At. Gen. My Lord, we fhall, befides this,
(now we have fixed this upon my Lord) give you
an account, that thefe perfons that were to rife,

-always took them as their paymafters, and ex-
pefted their affiftance. Mr. Weft, Mr. Keeling,
and Mr. Leigh,

Mr. Weft fworn.

Mr. At. Gen. That which I call you to, is to
know whether or no, in your managery of this
plot, you underftood any of the Lords were con-
cerned, and which?

Mr. Wefi. My Lord, as to my Lord Ruffell,

I never had any converfation with him at all, but
I4 that
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that I have heard this, that in the infurreétion im
November, Mr. Fergufon and Col. Rumfey did
tell me that my Lord Ruffell intended to ga
down and take his poft in the weft, when Mr,
Trenchard had failed them. :

- L.-C. 7. What is this? -

Mr. At. Gen. We have proved my Lord privy
to the confults, now. we go about to prove the
under-aftors did know it. :

Mr. Wefi. They always faid my Lord Ruffell

was the man they moft depended upon, becaufe
he was a perfon looked upon as of great fobriety.
. L. Ruffell. Can I hinder people from making
ufe of my name? To have this brought to in-
fluence the Gentlemen of the Jury, and inflame
them againft me, is hard.

L. C. 7.- As to this, the giving evidence by
bearfay, will not be evidence ; what Col. Rumfey
or Mr. Fergulon told Mr. Wetft, is no evidence.

Mr. At. Gen. It is not evidence to conviét a
man, if there were not plain evidence before, but
it plainly confirms what the other [wears. But I
think we need no more.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. 'We have evidence with-
out it, and will not ufe any thing of garniture;
we will leave it as it is—we won’t trouble yout

.Lordfhip any further. I think, Mr. Attomey,,

we have done with our evidence.
L. C. 7. My Lord Rufiell, the King’s Coun-
fel do think to reft upon this evidence that they
‘ " have
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have given againft your Lordfhip. I would put
your Lordfhip in mind of thofe things that are
material in this cafe, and proved againft your
Lordhip : here is Colonel Rumfey does prove
againft your Lordfhip this:—That he was fent upon
an errand, which in truth was traiterous: it was a
traiterous errand fent from my Lord Shaftfbury by
him to that meeting. He does fwear your Lord-
fhip was at' that meeting, and he delivered his
errand to them, which was to know what account
could be given concerning the defign of the in-
furre@ion at Taunton; and he fays, your Lord-
hip being there, this return was made, That Mr.
Trenchard had failed them in his undertaking in
the bufinefs, and therefore my Lord Shaftfbury
muft be contented, and fit down fatisfied as to
that time. Mr. Shephard does likewife fpeak of
the fame time that your Lordfhip was there with
the reft of the perfons, the Duke and others ; that
there was a difcourfe concerning an infurre&ion
to have been made (though he is not fo particular,
as to the very notion of it, as Colonel Rumfey is)
as to the time they do agree. ,

L. Ruffell. Col. Rumfey is not pofitive that I
faid or heard any thing.

LC. 7 My Lord, if you will have a little
patience to hear me, I will tell you what it is
prefles you : there is this which T have mentioned;
and Mr. Shephard does fay, there was a paper,
purporting a declaration, then read among the

company
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company there, which was to be printed upon the
rifing, fetting forth the oppreffions and grievances
of the nation: and then my Lord Howard (after
a great difcourfe concerning the many defigns of
my Lord Shaftfbury) comes particularly to your
Lordfbip, and fays, that fix of you as a chofen
council among yourfelves (not that you were ac-
tually chofen, but as a chofen council among
yourfelves) did undertake to manage the great
matter of the infurreftion, and raifing of men in
order to furprize the King’s guards, and for to
rife (which is a rebellion in the nation). He fays
that you had feveral confults concerning it. I
told you the feveral particulars of thofe confults
he mentioned : naw it is fit for your Lordfhip,
and it is your time to give fome anfwer to thefe

-things.

L. Ruffell. My Lord, I cannot but think my-
felf mighty unfortunate to ftand here charged
with fo high and heinous a crime, and that intri-
cated and intermixed with the treafons and hor-
rid praflices and {pceches of other people, the
King’s Counfel taking all advantages, and im-
proving and heightening things againft me. I am
no lawyer, a very unready fpeaker, and, alto-
gether, a ftranger to things of this nature, and
alone, and without counfel. Truly, my Lord,
T am very fenfible I am not fo provided to make
my juft defence as otherwife I thould do. But,
my Lord, you are equal, and the Gentlemen of
: the
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the Jury, I think, are men of confciences; they
are ftrangers to me, and I hope they value inno-
cent blood, and will confider the witnefls that
fwear againft me, fwear to fave their own lives}
for howfoever legal witneffes they may be ac-
counted, they cannot be credible. And for Col.
Rumley, who it is notorioufly known hath been
fo highly obliged by the King and the Duke, for
him to be capable of fuch a defign of murdering
the King, I think no body will wonder, if to
fave his own life, he will endeavour to take away
mine ; neither does he {wear enough to do it.
And then if he did, the time, by the 13th of this
King, is elapfed; it muft be, as I underftand by
the law, profecuted within fix months; and by
the 25 Ed. I1I, a defign of levying war is no
treafon, unlefs by fome overt-aét it appear. And,
my Lord, I defire to know what ftatute I am te
be tried upon, for generals, I think, are not to
be gone upon in thefe cafes. '

L.C. 7. (To the Attorney General) Mr,
Attorney, you hear what it is my Lord ob-
jefts to this evidence; he fays, that as to thofe
witnefles that teftify any thing concerning him,
above fix months before he was profecuted, he
conceives the aft of parliament, upon which he
takes himfelf to be indifted, does not extend to
it, for that fays, that within fix months there
ought to have been a profecution: and my Lord
tells you, that he is advifed, that a defign of

levying
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levying war, without atual levying of war, was
not treafon before that flatute.

Mr. At. Gen. To fatisfy my Lord he is not
indi@ted upon that ftatute, we go upon the 25
Ed. I1I. But then for the next objetion, furely
my Lord is informed wrong. To raife a rebel-
fion, ora confpirécy, within the kingdom, is it
not that which is called levying of war in that
flatute, but to raife a number of men, to break
prifons, &c. which is not fo direétly tending
againft the life of the King. To prepare forces
to fight againft the King, that is a defign within
that ftatute to kill the King; and to defigr to
depofe the King, to imprifon the King, to raife
the Subje@ls againft the King, thefe have been
fettled by feveral refolutions to be within that
fatute, and evidences of a defign of kllhng the
King.

L. Ruffel. My Lord, this is a matter of law;
neither was there but one meeting at Mr Shep-
hard’s houfe,

Mr. At. Gen. My Lord, if you admit the
fatt, and will reft upon the point of law, I am
ready to argue it with any of your counfel. I
will acquaint your Lordfhip how the evidence
Rands. There is one evidence fince Chriftmas
laft.

L. Ruffell, ‘That is not to'the bufinefs of Shep-
hard*s houfe. My Lord, one witnefs ‘will not
tortvi€l a man of treafon.

Mr,
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Mr. At. Gen. 1If there be one witnefs of one
a&t of treafon, and another of a fecond, another
of a third, that manifeft the fame treafon to depofe
or deftroy the King, that will be fufficient.

L.C. 7. My Lord, that has been refolved ;
the two witnefles the ftatute requires are not ta
the fame individual a&, but to the fame treafon;
if they be feveral alls, declaring the fame treas
fon, and one witnefs to each of them, they have
been reckoned two witmeffes within the ftatute of
Edward III.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. 1f my Lord will call his
vitne fs—————

L. Rujfell. 'This is tacking of two treafons to«"

gether ; here is one in November by one witnefs,
and then you bring on another with a difcourfe
of my Lord Howard, and he fa,ys the difcourfs
pafled for pleafure.

L. C. ¥ Ifyour Lordfhip do doubt whether
the fa&t ‘proved againft your Lordthip be treafon
or not, within the flatute of Edw. I11. and you,
are contented that the faft be taken as proved
againft your Lordfhip, and fo defire counfet
barely upon that, that is majter of law, you fhall

“bave it granted.

L. Rufell. 1 am not knowing in the law. I °

think it is not proved, and if it was, I think it is
not punifhable by that aft. 1 defire counfel may

CXXV¥

be admitted upon fo nice a point. My life lies
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at ftake ; here is but one witnefs that fpeaks of a
meflage.

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. The fa@t muft be left to
the jury, therefore if my Lord Ruffell hath any
witnefles to call in oppofition to thefe matters, let
bim.

L.C. 7. My Lord, there can be no matter
of law but upon a fa&t admitted and ftated.

L. Ruffell. My Lord, I do not think it
proved ; I hope you will be counfel for me; it is
very hard for me that my counfel may not fpeak
for me in a point of law.

L.C. 7. My Lord, to hear your counfel con-
cerning this fa&, that we cannotdo; it was never
done, nor will be done. If your Lordfhip doubts
whether this fa&t is treafon or not, and defire
your counfel may be heard to that, I will do it.

L. Ruffell. 1 doubt in law, and do not fee the
faft is proved upon me.

Mr. Sol. Gen. Will your Lordfhip pleafe to
call any witnefs to the matter of faét.

L. Ruffell. 1t is very hard a man muft lofe
his life upon hear-fay. Colonel Rumfey fays he

~ brought a meffage, which I will fwear I never

heard nor knew of. He does not fay he fpoke
to me, or I gavc him any anfwer. 'Mr. Shephard
remembers no fuch thing; he was gone to and
again, here is but onc witnefs, and feven months
ago.

Alr.
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Mr. Ai. Gen. My Lord, if there be any thing
that is law, you fhall have it.

L. Ruffell. My Lord, Colonel Rumfey, the
other day, before the King, could not {ay that
I heard it. I was in the room, but I came in
late; they had been there a good while; I did
not ftay above a quarter of an hour tafting fherry
with Mr. Shephard. ‘

L. C. 7. Read the ftatute of 25 Edw. III.
c. 2. My brothers defire to have it read.

Cl. of Cr. * Whereas divers opinions have
“ been before this time, in what cafe treafon fhall
“ be faid, and in what not: the King, at the re-
® queftof the Lords and the Commons, hath made
* a declaration in the manner as hereafter follow-
« eth :—that is to fay, when a man doth compafs
* or imagine the death of our Lord the King, or
“ of our Lady his Queen, or of their eldeft Son
“ and Heir; or if a man do violate the King’s
« Companion, or the King’s eldeft Daughter un-
“ married, or the Wife of the King’s eldeft Son
“ and Heir; or if a man do levy war againft our
“ Lord the King, in his realm, or be adherent
“ to the King’s enemies in his realm, giving to
“ them aid and comfort in the realm or elfe-
“ where, and thereof be provable attainted of
“ open deed by people of their condition. And
 if a man counterfeit the King’s great or privy
“ feal, or his money: and if a man bring falfe
“ money into this realm, counterfeit to the money

¢« of
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“ of England, as the money called Lufhburg; or
¢« other like to the faid money of England,
* knowing the money be falfe, to merchandize
* or make payment, in deceit of our faid Lord
“ the King, and of his people: and if a man -
¢ {lay the Chancellor, Treafurer, or the King’s
« Juflices of the one Bench or the other, Juftices
“ in Eyre, or Juftices of Affize, and all other
¢ Juftices defigned to hear and determine, being
 in their laces during their offices. And it is te
% be underftood, that in the cafes above rehearfed,
“ that ought to be judged treafon, which extends
¢ to our Lord the King and his Royal Majefty.”’

L. C. 7. My Lord, that which is urged againft
you by the King’s Counfel, is this:—You are
accufed by the indi@ment of compafling and dea
figning the King’s death, and of endeavouring to
raife an infurre&ion in order to it ; that, that they
do fay, is, that thefe counfels that your Lordfhip
hath taken, are evidences of your compaffing the
King’s death, and are overt-afls declaring the
fame ; and upon that it is they infit your Lord
thip to be guilty within that ftatute.

L. Ruffell. 1t is a point of law,-and I defire
counfel. -

Mr. At. Gen. Admit your confultations, and:
we will hear them.

L.C. . 1 would fét your Lordfhip righe,
for probably you may not apprehend the law im
this cafe; if your counfel be heatd to this, thae

taking
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taking it that my Lord Ruffell has confulted in
this manner, for the raifing of forces within this
kingdom, and making an infurre&ion within this
kingdom, as Col. Rumfey and my Lord Howard
bave depofed, whether then this be treafon; we
tan hear your counfel to nothing elfe.

L. Ruffell. 1do not know how to anfwer to
it. The point methinks muft be quite otherwife,
that there thould be two witnefes to one thing at
the fame time.

Mr. At. Gesi. Your Lordfhip remembers, in my
Lord Strafford’s cafe, there was but one witnefs
to one aft in- England, and another to another in
France.

L. Ruffeil, 1t was to the fame poins. ,

My. At. Gen. Ta the general point—the lop-
ping point

My. Serj. Fefferies. ‘There was not fo much
tvidence againit him, as there is againft your
Lordhip.

L. C. ¥ My Lord, if your Lordfhip will fay
any thing, ot call any witnefles to difprove what
cither of thefe gentlemen have faid, we will hear
your Lordfhip what they fay; but if you cannot
contradi€t them by teftimony, it will be taken

tobea proof. And the way you have to difprove

them, is to call witneffes, or by afking queﬁxons,
whereby it may appear to be untrue.
. Mr. Sol. Gen, If you have any wntneﬂ'es, call
them, my Lord.

K L. Ruffell
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L. Ruffell. 1 do not think they have proved it.
But then it appears by the ftatute, that levying
war is treafon, but a confpiracy to levy war is
no treafon; if nothing be done, it is not levying
war within the ftatute. There muft be manifeft
proof of the matter of fa&, not by inference.

My. At. Gen. 1 fee that is taken out of my
Lord Coke. Levying war is a diftinét branch of
the ftatute ; and my Lord Coke explains himfelf
afterwards, and fays, it is an affuming a royal
power, torife for particular purpofes.

Fuft. Withers. Unlefs matter of fa€l be agreed,
we can never come to argue the law.

L. Ruffell. 1 came in late.

My, Sol. Gen. Pray, my Lord, has your Lord-
fhip any witneffes to call, as to this matter of faft?

L. Ruffell. 1 can prove I was out of town
when one of the meetings was, but Mr. Shep-
hard cannot recolle& the day, for I was out of
town all that time. I never was but once at Mr.
Shephard’s; and there was nothing undertaken
of viewing the guards while I was there : Colonel
Rumfey, can you f[wear pofitively that I heard
the meflage, and gave any anfwer to it?

L. C. 7. (To Col. Rumfey) Sir, did my
Lord Ruffell hear you when you delivered the
meflage to the company? Were they at table,
or where were they?

Col. Rumfey. When I came in they were

ftanding
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ftanding at the fire-fide, but they all came from
the fire-fide to hear what I faid? :

L. Ruffell. Col. Rumfey was there when I
came in.

Col. Rumfey. No, my Lord. The Duke of
Monmouth and my Lord Ruffell went away to-
gether, and my Lord Grey and Sir Thomas
Armftrong.

L. Ruffell. The Duke of Monmouth and I
came together, and you were ftanding at the
chimney when I came in; you were there before
me. My Lord Howard hath made a long nars
rative here of what he knew, I do not know when
he made it, or when he did recolle& any thing s
it is but very lately that he did declare and pro-
telt to feveral people, that he knew nothing
againft me,. nor of any plot I could in the leaft
be queftioned for.

L C. 7. If you will have any witnefles called
to that, you fhall, my Lord.

L. Ruffell. My Lord Anglefey and Mr. Ed-
vard Howard.

My Lord Anglefey ftood up.

L. C. 7. My Lord Ruffell, what do you afk
my Lord Anglefey ?

L. Ruffell. To declare what my Lord Howard
told him about me, fince I was confined.

L. Anglefey. My Lord, I chanced to be in
town the laft week, and hearing my Lord of Bed-

Ka : ford‘
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ford was in fome diftrefs and trouble concerning
the afflition of his fon, I went to give him a
vifit, deing my old acquaintance of fome fifty-
three years ftanding, I believe, for my Lord and
1 were bred together at Maudlin College in
Oxon; I had not been there buta very little
while, and was -ready to go away again, after 1
had done the good office I came about, but my
Lord Howard came in~~I do not know whether
he be here.

L. Howard. Yes, here I am to ferve your
Lordbhip.

L. Anglefy. And fate down on the other fide
of my Lord of Bedford, and e began to comfort
my Lords and the arguments he ufed for his
tomfort were, my Lord—You are happy in hav-
ing a wife fon and a worthy perfon: one that can
never fure be in fuch a plot as this, or fufpefted
for it; and that may give your Lordfhip reafon
to expc&t a very good iffue concerning him. 1
know nothing againt him, or any body elfe, of
fuch a barbarous defign, and therefore your
Lordfhip may be comforted in it.—I did net hear
this only from my Lord Howard’s mouth, but at
my own home upen the Monday after, for I ufe
to go to Totteridge for frefh air; I went down on
Saturday; this happened to be on Friday (my
Lord being here T am glad, for he cannot forges
this difcourfe), and when I came t town on
Monday, I undecftood that my Lord Howard

upon
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upon that very Sunday, bad been at church with
my Lady Chaworth. My Lady has a chaplain,
it feems, that preaches there, and does the offices
of the church, but my Lady came to me in the
evening. This I have from my Lady~

L.C. ¥ My Lord, what you have from my
Lady, is no kind of evidence at all.

L. Anglefy. 1 do not kmow what my Lord
is—I am acquainted with none of the evidence,
nor what hath been dome. But my Lady Cha.
worth came to me, and acquainted me thero was
fome fufpicionw—-

My, Serj. Fefferies. 1 do not think it fit for
me to interrupt a per{'on of your homour, my
Lord, but your Fordfhip knows in what place
we fland here; what you can fay of any thing you

. heard of my Lord Howard, we are willing to hear,
but the ather is not evidence. As the Court will
not let us offer hear.fays, fo neither muft we that
are for the King, permit it.

L. Anglefey. 1 have told you what happened
in my hearing.

Then Mr. Howard ftood up.

L. €. 7. Come, Mr. Haward, what do you
know ?

Mr, Howard. I muft defire to fay fomething
of myfelf and my family firft: My Lord and I
‘bavé been very intimate, not only as relations,
but a2 dear friends My Lard, I have been of a

K3 family
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family known to have great refpeft and duty
for the King, and I think there is no family in
the nation fo numerous, that hath exprefled greater
loyalty ; upon which acount I improved my in-
tereft in my Lord Howard ; I endeavoured, upon

the great mifunderftanding of the nation (if he

be here he knows it) to perfuade him to apply
himfelf to the King, to ferve him in that great
difficulty of ftate, which is known to all the
world. I fometimes found my Lord very for-
ward, and fometimes I foftened him; upon which
parly, and upon his permiffion, and more upon
my own inclination of duty, I made feveral ap-
plications to minifters of ftate' (and I can name
them) that. my Lord Howard %ad a great defire
of ferving the King in the beft way of fatisfa&tion,
and particularly in the great bufinefs of his bro-
ther. I wondered there fhould be fo much fharp-
nefs for a matter of opinion, and I told my Lord
fo: I do fay this before I come to the thing.
After this I did, partly by his permiffion, and
partly by my own inclination to ferve the King,
becaufe I thought my Lord Howard to be a man
of parts, and faw him a man that had intereft
in the nation, tell my Lord Feverfham, that I
had prevailed with a relation of mine, that may
be he might think oppofite, that. perhaps might
ferve the King in this great difficulty that is
emergent, and particularly that of "his brother.

My Lord Feverfham did receive it very kindly,

and
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and I writ a letter to him to let him know how
I had foftened my Lord, and that it was my
defire he fhould fpeak with my Lord at Oxon.
My Lord Feverfham gave me a very kind ac-
count when he came again, but he told me

L.C. 7. Pray apply yourfelf to the matter
you are called for.

Mr. Howard. This, it may be, is to the matter,
when you have heard me; for I think I know
where I am, and what I am to fay.

L. C. 7. We muft defire you not to go on
thus.

Mr. Howard. 1 muft fatisfy the world, as well
as I can, as to myfelf and my family, and pray do
not interrupt me. After this, my Lord, there
never paffed a day for almoft

L. C. 7. Pray fpeak to this matter.

Mr. Howard. Sir, I am coming to it.

L. C. 7. Pray, Sir, be direfted by the Court.

Mr. Howard. Then now, Sir, I will come to
the thing. Upon this ground I had of my Lord’s
kindnefs, I applied myfelf to my Lord in this
prefent iffue on the breaking out of this plot.
My Lord, I thought certainly, as near as I could
difcern him (for he took it upon his honour, his
faith, and as much as if he had taken an oath be-
fore a magiftrate) that he knew nothing of any
man concerned iq this bufinefs, and particularly
of my Lord Ruffell, whom he vindicated with
all the honour in the world. My Lord, it is

K4 true,
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true, was afraid of his own perfon, and as a friend
and a relation, I concealed him in my houfe,
and did not think it was for fuch a confpiracy,
but I thought he was unwilling to go to the
Tower for nothing again.. So that if my Lord
Howard has the fame foul on Monday that he
had on Sunday, this cannot be true that he fwears
againit my Lord Ruffell. This I fay upon my
reputation and honour; and fomething I could
fay more: he added, he thought my Lord Ruffell
did not only unjuftly fuffer, but he took God
and men to witnefs he thought him the wortbieft
perfon in the world. I am very forry to hear
any man of my name fhould be guilty of thefe
things. ‘

L. Ruffell. €ell Dr. Burnet. Pray, Dr, Bur.
net, did you hear any thing from my Lord Haow-
ard, fince the plot was difcovered concerning me?

Dr. Burnet. My Lord Howard was with me
the night after the plot broke out, and he did
~ then, as he bad done before, with hands and eyes
lifted up to heaven, fay, he knew nothing of any
plot, nor believed any; and treated it with fcorn
and contemypt.

L. Howard. My Lord, may I fpeak for my-
felf?

Mr. Serj. Fefferies. No, no, my Lord, we do.
not call you.

L. C. 7. Willyou pleafe to have any other
witneffes called ?

L. Ruffell.
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L. Ruffell. ‘There ave fome perfons of quality
that I have been very well acquainted and con-
verfed with, I defire to know of them, if there
was any thing in my former carriage, to make
them think me like to be guilty of this? My Lord
€avendith. '

L. Cavendifh. 1 had the homour to be ac-

exxxvit

quainted with my Lord Ruffell a long time. I

always thought bim a man of great honour, and
too prudent and wary a man to be concerned in
fo vile and delperate a defign as this, and from

which he would receive fo litle advantage. I'

can fay nothing mere, but that two or three days
fince the difcovery of this plot, upon difcourfe
about Col. Rumfey, my Lord Ruflell did exprefs
fomething, as if he had a very ill opinion of the
man, and therefore it is not likely he weuld in
truft him with fuch a fecret.

L. Ruffell. Dr. Tillotfon. [He appears,

L.C. . What queftions would you afk him,
my Lord? '

L. Rufell. He and I happened to be very
converfant. To know whether he did ever find
any thing tending to this in my difcourfe.

E. C. . My Lord calls you as to his life,
and converfation, and reputation.

Dr. Tillotfon, My Lord, I have been many
yedrs laft paft acquainted with my Lord Ruffell;
I always judged him a perfon of great virtue and
ingegrity, and by all the converfation and dif-

courfe
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courfe I ever had with him, I always took him to
be a perfon very far from any fuch wicked defign
he ftands charged with.

L. Ruffell. Dr. Burnet, if you pleafe to give
fome account of my converfation.

Dr. Burnet. My Lord, I have had the ho-
nour to be known to my Lord Ruffell feveral
years, and he hath declared himfelf with much
confidence to me, and he always, upon all occa-
fions, exprefled himfelf againft all rifings; and
when he fpoke of {ome people that would pro-
voke to it, he exprefled himfelf fo determined
againft that matter, I think no man could do
more.

L. C. 7. Will your Lordfhip call any other
witnefles?

L. Ruffell. Dr. Cox,

Dr. Thomas Cox ftood up.

Dr. Cox. My Lord, I did not expe& to have
been fpoken to upon this account. Having been
very much with my Lord of late, that is for a
month or fix weeks before this plot came out, [
have had occafion to fpeak with my Lord in pri-
vate, about thefe public matters. But.I have
always found that my Lord was againft all kind of
. rifings, and thought it the greateft folly and mad-
nefs, till things fhould come in a parliamentary
way. I have had occafion often to fpeak with

my
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my Lord Ruffell in private, and having myfdlf
been againft all kind of rifings, or any thing that
tended to the diforder of the public, I have heard
him profefs folemnly, he thought it would ruin
the beft caufe in the world to take any of thefe
jrregular ways for the preferving of it, and par-
ticularly my Lord hath expreffed himfelf occa-
fionally of thefe two perfons, my Lord Howard
and Colonel Rumfey. One of them, Col. Rum-
fey, I faw once at my Lord’s houfe, and he of-
fered to fpeak a little privately. But my Lord
told me he knew him but a little ; I told him he
was a valiant man, and atted his part valiantly in
Portugal. He faid he knew him little, and that
he had nothing to do with him but in my Lord
Shaftfbury’s bufinefs. He faid, for my Lord
Howard, he was a man of excellent parts, of
luxuriant parts, but he had the luck not to be
much trufted by any party. And I never heard
him fay one word of indecency or immodefty
towards the King.

L. Ruffell. 1 would pray the Duke of So-
merfet to fpeak what he knows of me.

Duke of Somerfet. 1 have known my Lord
Ruffell for about two years, and have had much
converfation with him, and been often in .his
company, and never heard any thing from him
but what was very honourable, loyal, and juft.

. L. C. #. My Lord does fay, that he has
known my Lord Ruffell for about two years, and
hath
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hath had much converfation with him, and been
much in bis company, and never heard any thing
from him, but what was bonourable, and loyal,
and juft, in his life. ‘

Foreman of the Fury. The Gentlemen of the
Jury defire to afk my Lord Howard fomething
upon the point my Lord Anglefey teftified, and
to know what anfwer he makes to my Lord

Anglefey.

L. C. Bar. My Lord, what fay you to it,
that you told his father he was a difcreet man,
and he needed not to fear his engagement in any
fuch a thing? -

L. Heward. My Lord, if I took it right, my
Lord Anglefey’s teftimony did branch itfelf into
two parts, ope of his own knowledge, and the
other by hear-fay ; as to what he faid of his awn
knowledge, when I waited upon my Lord of Bed-
ford, and endeavoured to corfort him, concern~
ing his fon, I helieve I faid the words my Lord
Anglefey has given an account of, as near as k
can remember, that I looked upon his Lordfhip
as a2 man of that honour, that I hoped he might
be fecure, that he had not entangled himfelf in
any thing of that nature, My Lord, I can hardly
be provoked to make my own defence, left this
noble Lord fhould fuffer, fo willing I am to ferve
my Lord, who knows I cannot want affeGtion
for him. My Lord, I do confefs I did fay it;
for your Lordfbip well knows under what cire

cumftances
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cumftances we were: I was at that time to out.
face the thing, both for myfelf and my party, and
Y did not intend to come into this place, and a&
this part.  God knows how it is brought upon
me, and with what unwillingnefs I do fuftain ity
but my duty to God, the King, and my Country,
requires it; but I muft confefs I am very forry
to carry it on thus far. My Lord, { do confefs
1 did fay fo, and if I had been to vifit my Lord
Pemberton, 1 fhould have faid fo. There is
none of thofe that know my Lord Ruffell, but
wonld fpeak of my Lord Ruffell, from thofe
topics of honour, modefty, and integtity; his
whole life deferves #t. And I muft confefs, I
did frequently fay, there was nothing of truth in
this, and I wifh this may be for my Lord’s ad-
vantage. My Lord, will you {pare me one thing
more, becaufe that leans hard upor my repata-
tion, and if the Jury believe that I ought not
to be believed, for I do think the religion of
an oath is not tied to a place, but receives its
obligation from the appeal we therein make to
God, and, I ‘think, if I called God and Angels
to witnefs to a falthood, I ought not to be be-
lieved now. But I will tell you as to that, your
Lordfhip knows, that very man that ‘was com-
mitted, was committed for a defign of murdering
the King ; now I did lay hold on that part, for 1
was to carry my knife clofe between the paring
and the apple; and I did fay, that if I were an

enemy
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enemy to my Lord Ruffel], and to the Duke of
Monmouth, and were cilled to be a witnefs, I
muft have declared in the prefence of God and
man, that I did not believe either of them had
any defign to murder the King. I have faid this,
becaufe I would not walk under the charafter of
a perfon that would be perjured at the expence of
fo noble a perfon’s life, and my own foul.

L. Ruffell. My Lord Clifford.

L.C. 7. What do you pleafe to afk my Lord
Clifford?

L. Ruffell. He hath known my converfation
for many years.

L. Clifford. 1 always took my Lord to be a
very worthy honeft man; I never faw any thing
in his converfation to make me believe other-
wife.

L. Ruffell. Mr. Gore.

Mr. Lutton Gore. 1 have been acquainted with
my Lord feveral years, and converfed much with
him. In all the difcourfe I had with him, I ne-
ver heard him let any thing fall that tended in the
leaft to any rifing, or any thing likeit: I took him
to be one of the beft fons, one of the beft fathers,
and one of the beft mafters, one of the beft huf.
bands, one of the beft friends, and one of the beft
Chriftians we had. I know of no difcourfe con-
cerning this matter. -

L. Ryffell. Mr, Spencer, and Dr, Fitz-Wil.

liam,

Mr.
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Mr. Spencer. My Lord, I have known my
Lord Ruffell many years; I have been many
months with him in his houfe; I never faw any
thing by him, but that he was a moft virtuous and
prudent gentleman, and he had prayers conftantly
twice a day in his houfe.

L.C. 7' What, as to the general converfation
of his life? My Lord afks you, whether it hath
been fober. :

Mr. Spencer. 1 never faw any thing but very
good, very prudent, and very virtuous.

L. Ruffell. What company did you fee ufed
to come to me?

Mr. Spencer. 1 never faw any but his near
relations, or his own family. I have the honour
to be related to the family.

Then Dr. Fitz-William ftood up.

L. Ruffell. 1f it pleafe you, Do&or, you have
been at my houfe feveral times, give an account
of what you know of me.

Dr. Fitz-William. 1 have had the knowledge
of my Lord thofe fourteen years, from the time
.he was married to his prefent Lady, to whofe fa-
ther, eminent for loyalty, I had a relation by fer-
vice; I have had acquaintance with him both at
Stratton and Southampton Buildings, and by all

the converfation I had with him, I efteemed him |

aman of that virtue, that he could not be guilty
of fuch a crime as the confpiracy he ftands
charged with,

L.C. F
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L. C. §. My Lord, does your Lordfhip call
any more witneffes ? '

L. Ruffell. No, my Lord, I will be very thort.
I fhall declare to your Lordfhip that I am one
that have always had a heart fincerely loyal and
affeQionate to the’ King and the government, the
beft government in the world. 1 pray as fincerely
for the King’s happy and long life as any man
alive; and for me to go about to raife a rebellion,
which I looked upon as fo wicked and unpratti«
cable, is unlikely. Befides, if I had been inclined
to it, by all the obfervation I made in the country,
there was notendency toit. What fome hot-headed
people have done there, is another thing. A re-

. .bellion cannot be made now as it has been in fors

mer times ; we have few great men. I was always
for the government ; I never defired any thingto
be redreffed but in a parliamentary and legal way.
I have been always againft innovations, and all
irregularities whatfoever, and fhall be as long as
1 live, whether it be fooner or later. Gentlemen,
1 am now in your hands eternally, my honour,
my life, and all; and I hope the heats and animo-
fities that are amongft you will not fo bias you, as
t0 make you in the leaft inclined to find an inno-

~ cent man guilty., I call to witnefs heaven and

earth, I never had a defign againft the King’s life
in my life, nor never thall have. 1 think thereis
nothing proved againft me at all. I am in your

hands, God dire&t you,
. Mz
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Mr. Sol. Gen. My Lord, and you Gentlemen
of the Jury, the prifoner at the bar ftands indifted
for high treafon, in confpiring the death of the
King. The overt a& that is laid to prove that
confpiracy and imagination by, is the affembling
in council to raife arms againft the king, and raife
2 rebellion here. We have proved that to you
by tbree witnefles, I fhall endeavour, as clearly
as | can, to flate the fubftance of the evidence to
you, of every one of them as they have deli-
vered it.

The firft witnefs, Colonel Rumfey, comes, and
he tells you of a meffage he was fent of to Mr.
Shephard’s houfe to my Lord Ruffell, with feve-
ra} other perfons who he was told would be there
affembled together. And the meflage was to
know what readinefs they. were in, what refolu~
tions they were come to concerning the rifing at
Tamnton. By this you do perceive that this con-
fpiracy had made fome progrefs, and was ripe to be
putinaflion. My Lord Shaftfbury that had been a
great contriver in it, he had purfued it fo far, as
to be ready to rife. This occafioned the meflage
from my Lord Shaftfbury to my Lord Ruffell, and
thofe noble perfons that were met at Mr. Shep-
bard’s houfe, to know what the refolution was
concérning the bufinels of Taunton, which you
have heard explained by an undertaking of Mr.

Trenchard’s. That the anfwer was, they were .

difappointed there, and they could not then be
: L ready,
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ready, and that my Lord Shafifbury muft be con-
tent. This meflage was delivered in prefence of
my Lord Ruffell; the meffenger had notice my
Lord Ruffell was there; the anfwer was given as
from them all, That at prefent they could not be
ready, becaufe of that difappointment. Colonel
Rumfey went farther, and he fwears there was a
difcourfe concerning the furprifing of the guards ;

-and the Duke of Monmouth, my Lord Grey, and

Sir Thomas Armftrong, went to fee what pofture
they were in, whether it were feafible to furprize
them, and they found them very remifs ; and that
account they brought back, as is proved to you
by Mr. Shephard, the other witnefs, that it was
a thing very feafible. But to conclude with the
fubftance of Colonel Rumfey’s evidence, he fays,
my Lord was privy to it, that he had difcourfe

-among the reft of it, though my Lord was not a

man of fo great difcourfe as the reft, and did talk
of arifing. He told you there was a rifing de-
termined to be on the 1gth of November laft,
which is the fubftance of Colonel Rumfey’s evi~
dence.

Gentlemen, the next witnefs is Mr. Shephard,

-and his evidence was this: He fwears that about

Oétober laft, Mr. Fergufon came to him of a mef-

~ fage from the Duke of Monmouth, to let him

know, that he and fome other perfons of quality
would be there that night ; that accerdingly they
did meet, and my Lord Ruflell was there like-

wife H
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wife ; that they did defire to be private, and his
fervants were fent away ; and that he was the man
that did attend them. . He fwears there was a dif<
courfe concerning the way and method to feize
the guards; he goes fo far as to give an account
of the return of the errand the Duke of Mon-
mouth, my Lord Grey, and Sir Thomas Arm-
ftrong went upon, that it was feafible, if they had
firength to do it. Then he went a little farther,
and he told you there was a paper read, that in
his evidence does not come up to my Lord Rufs
fell, for he did not fay my Lord Ruffell was by,
and I would willingly repeat nothing but what
concerns the prifoner. This, therefore, Colonel
Rumfey and Mr.,, Shephard agree in, that there
was a debate among them how to furprize the
guards, and whether that was feafible; and Mr.
Shephard is pofitive as to the return made upon
the view. :

The next witnefs was my Lord Howard: he
gives you an account of many things, and many
things that he tells you are by hear-fay. But I.
cannot but obferve to you, that all this hear-fay
is confirmed by thefe two pofitive witnefles, and
their oaths agree with him in it. For my Lord
Shaftfbury told him of the difappointment he had
met with from thefe noble perfons that would not
join with him; and then he went from my Lord
Shaftfbury to the Duke of Monmouth to -expof-
tulate with him about it (for my Lord Shaft{bury

La then
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then was ready to be in aftion) and that the Duke
faid he always told him he would not engage
at that time. This thing is confirmed to you
by thefe two witneffes. Colonel Rumfey fays,
when he brought the meflfage from my Lord
Shaftfbury, the anfwer was, they were not ready,

my Lord muft be content
Next he goes on with a difcourfe concerning
my Lord Shaftfbury, (that ‘does not immediately
come up to the prifoner at the bar, but it mani-
fefts there was a defign at that time) he had. ten
thoufand brifk boys (as he called them) ready to
follow him upon the holding up his finger. But
it was thought not fo prudent to begin it, unlefs
they could join all their forces. So you hear in
this they were difappointed: And partly by ano-
ther accident too, my Lord Howard had an ap-
prehenfion it might be difcovered ; that was upon
the proclamation that came out forbidding bon~
fires, to prevent the ordinary tumults that ufed to
be upon thofe occafions. Then my Lord How-
ard goes on, and comes particularly to my Lord
Ruffell; for upon this difappointment you find
my Lord Shaftfbury thought fit to be gone. But
after that the dcfign was not laid afide; for you
hear they only told him all along, they could not
be ready at that time, but the defign went on ftil}
to raife arms ; and then they took upon themfelves
to confult of the methods of it: and for the car
rying it on with the greater fecrecy, they chofe &
' felegd
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fele@ council of fix, which were the Duke of
Monmouth, my Lord Howard, my Lord Ruffell,
my Lord of Effex, Mr. Hambden, and Colonel
Sidney. That accordingly they met at Mr.
Hambden’s (there was their firft meeting) and
their confultation there was, how the infurre&ion
thould be made, whether firft in London, or whe-
ther firft in the country, or whether both in Lon-
don and the country at one time. They had
fome debates among themfelves that it was fitteft
firft to be in the country ; for if the King fhould
fend his guards down to fupprefs them, then the
city, that was then as well difpofed to rife, would
be without a guard, and cafily effeét their defigns
here.

Their next meeting was at my Lord Ruffell’s
own houfe; and there their debates were ftill
about the fame matter, how to get in Scotland to
their affiftance ; and in order to that they did in-
truft Colonel Sidney, one of their council, to fend
a meflenger into Scotland for fome perfons to
come hither, my Lord Melville, Sir Hugh Cam-
bell, and Sir John Cockram. Accordingly Co-
lonel Sidney fends Aaron Smith, (but this is only
what Colonel Sidney told my Lord afterwards,
that he had done it) but you fee the fruit of it.
Accordingly they are come to town, and Sir
Hugh Cambell is taken by a meflenger upon his
arrival ; and he had been but four days in town,
and be had changed his lodging three times.

La Now
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Now, Gentlemen, this is the fubftance of the
evidence that hath been produced againft my
Lord Ruffell. My Lord Ruffell hath made fe-
veral objeftions, That he was accidentally at this
meeting at Mr. Shephard’s houfe, and came about
other bufinefs ; but I muft obferve to you that
my Lord Ruffell owned that he came along with
the Duke of Mommouth, and I think he faid he
went away with him too. You obferve what Mr.
Shephard’s evidence was: Mr. Fergufon came to
tell him the Duke of Monmouth would come;
and accordingly the Duke of Monmouth did
come, and brought his companion along with
him, which was my Lord Ruffell; and certainly
they that met upon fo fecret an affair, would ne.
ver have brought one that had not been con-
cerned. Gentlemen, there are other obje&ions
my Lord hath made, and thofe are in point of
law; but before I come tathem I would obferve
what he fays to the fecond meeting. My Lard
does not deny but that he did meet both at Mr.
Hambden’s houfe, and my Lord’s own: I think
my Lord faid they did meet only to difcourfe of
news ; and my Lord Howard being a man of ex-
cellent difcourfe, they met for his converfation.
Gentlemen, you cannot believe that this defigned
meeting was for nothing; in this clofe, fecret
meeting, that they had no contrivance among

them. You have heard the witnefs; he fwears

pofitively what the converfation was, and you
. ’ fee
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fee the fruit of it, Sir Hugh Cambell’s coming
to town, and abfconding when it is difcovered.
Now my Lord Ruffell infifts upon it, that admit-
ting thefe fats be proved upon him, they amount
to no more than to a confpiracy to levv war, and
that that is not treafon within the ftatute of 25
E. III and if it be only within the ftatute of the
13th of this King, then ’tis out of time, that di-
re@s the profecution to be within fix months. The
law is plainly otherwife. -The ftatute of the 13th
of this King I will not now infift upon, though
I believe if that be {triftly looked into, the glaufe
that fays the profecution fhall be within fix
months, does not refer to treafon, but only to
the other offences that are highly punifhable by
that flatute. For the provifo runs thus:

13 Car. 2. “ Provided always, that no perfon
« be profecuted for any of the offences in this
« a&t mentioned, other than fuch as are made
« and declared to be high treafon, unlefs it be by
¢ order of the King’s Majefty, his heirs or fuc-

¢ ceflors, under his or their fign manual, or by- .

« order of the Council Table of his Majefty, his
«¢ heirs or fucceflors, direfted unto the Attorney
¢ General, for the time being, or fome other
¢« council learned to his Majefty, his heirs or
¢ fucceflors for the time being: nor fhall any
« perfon or perfons, by virtue of this prefent
¢ afl, incur any of the penalties herein before
< mentioned, unlefs he or they be profecuted

L4 within
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« within fix months next after the offence com-
« mitted, and indifted thereupon within three
« months after fuch profecution; any thing
« herein contained to the contrary notwith-
« ftanding.”

This word nor, is a continuation of the for-
mer f{entence, and the exception of high treafon
will go through all, and except that out of the
temporary limitation of treafon: But this is high
treafon within 25 E. III, To confpire to levy
war, is an overt a& to teftify the defign of the
death of the King. And the error of my Lord
Coke hath poffibly led my Lord into this miftake.
But this, Gentlemen, hath been determined; it
was refolved by all the Judges in the cafe of my
Lord Cobham, 1 Jac. A confpiracy to levy war
againft the King’s perfon, (as this was a confpi-
racy to feize the guards) what does that tend to
but to feize the King? and that always hath been
taken to be high treafon. But there are fome
things called levying of war in law, that are not
fo direétly againft the King; as if a number of
men go about to levy men to overthrow alf
inclofures, this by the generality of the intent,
and becaufe of the confequences, is accounted
levying war againft the King. A confpiracy
therefore to levy fuch a war, which by conftruc-
tion only is againft the King, perhaps that may
not be fuch an overt a& as to teftify the imagina-~

tion of the death of the King; but ether confpi-’

tacies
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racies to raife war againft the King have always
been fo taken. It is the refolution of all the
Judges in my Lord Dyer’s Reports, the cafe of
Dr. Story. A confpiracy to invite a foreign
Prince to make an invafion, though no invafion
follow, is an overt aét to prove the confpiring the
death of the King; and as it has been fo taken,
fo it hath been pratifed but of late days. In
the King’s Bench I take it the indi@ment againft
Plunket that was hanged; he was indiGed for
confpiring againft the life of the King, and his
charge went no farther than for raifing of arms,
and inviting the French Kingin; and he fuffered,
This is acknowledged by my Lord Coke; for
he himfelf faid in the paragraph before that out
of which this advice to my Lord Ruffell is ex~
trafted, that a confpiracy to invite a foreign
Prince to invade the kingdom, is a confpiracy
againft the life of the King. And in the next
paragraph he fays, an overt a&t of one treafon
cannot be an overt a&t of another treafon; but
conftant pra@ice is againft him in that: for what
is more common than to indi&t a man for imagin-
ing the death of the King, and to affign the overt

a& in a confpiracy to raife arms againft the King? °

And fometimes they go on and fay, did levy war
againft the King. Now by my Lord Coke’s rule,
levying war, unlefs the indi@ment be particular
for that, is not an overt a& for the compaffing
the death of the King; but the contrary hath

- been
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been refolved by all the Judges in the cafe of Sir
Henry Vane, and it is the conftant pratice to
lay it fo in indi€tments. It would be a firange
conftrultion if this fhould not be high treafon.
It is agreed by every body, to take the King pri-
foner, to feize the King, that is compaffing of
the death of the King; and to fit in council to
confpire to effe€t that, that is an overt a& of the
imagination of the death of the King. Now no
man can diftinguifh this cafe from that; and this
confultation amounted to all this, for plainly thi-
ther it tended. The confultation was to feize
upon the King’s guards; that could have no
other ftop but to feize upon the King’s perfon,
and bring him into their power. As to the kill-
ing of the King, I am apt to think that was below
the honour of the prifoner at the bar; but this is
equal treafon. Ifthey defigned only to bring the
King into their power, till he had confented to
fuch things as thould be moved in parliament, it
is equally treafon as if they had agreed dire@ly
to affaffinate him. Therefore I think there is
nothing for you to confider, but to fee that the
fa&t be fully proved ; and I fee nothing that hath
been faid by my Lord Ruffell that does invali<
date our evidence. He hath produced feveral

- witneffes, perfons of honour. My Lord Angle~

fey, he tells you of a difcourfe my Lord Howard
had with my Lord of Bedford; that he told my

Lord of Bedford that he needed not to fear, for
' ' he
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he had a wife and underftanding fon, and could
not think he fhould be guilty of any fuch thing
as was laid to his charge. This is brought to in-
validate my Lord Howard’s teftimony. Gentle-
men, do but obferve, my Lord Howard was as
deep in as any of them, and was not then difco-
vered. Isit likely that my Lord Howard, that
lay hid, fhould difcover to my Lord of Bedford,
that there wasa confpiracy to raife arms, and that
he was init? This would have been an afper-
fion upon my Lord of Bedford, that any fuch
thing fhould have been faid.

Mr. Edward Howard is the next, and he proves,
that my Lord Howard ufed folemn proteftations
that he knew nothing of this confpiracy. I did
obferve that worthy gentleman in the beginning
of his difcoyrfe (for it was pretty long) faid firft,
that he had been feveral times tempting my Lord
Howard to come over and be ferviceable to the
King, and if he knew any thing, that he would
come and confefs it. Why, Gentlemen, Mr,
Howard that had come to him upon thefe errands
formerly, and had thought he had gained him, I
conceive you do not wonder if my Lord Howard
did not reveal himfelf to him, who prefently
would have difcovered it ; for, for that errand
he came. But if my Lord had had a defign to
have come in and faved his life, he would have
made his fubmiffion voluntarily, and made his
difcovery. But my Lord tells nothing till he is

pinched
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pinched in his confcience, and confounded with
the guilt (being then in cuftody) and then he tells
the whole truth, that which you have heard this
day.

Gentlemen, this hath been all that hath been
objefted againft the witnefles, except what is faid
by Dr. Burnet ; and he fays, that my Lord How-
ard declared to him, that he believed there was
no plot, and laughed at it. Why, Gentlemen,
the Doftor would take it ill to be thought a per-
fon fit to be entrufted with the difcovery of this;
therefore what he faid to him, fignifies nothing ;
for it is no more than this—that he did not difco-
ver it to the Do&tor.

But the laft obje@ion (which I fee there has
been a great many perfons of honour and quality

" called to) is, that it is not likely my Lord Ruf-

fell fhould be guilty of any thing of this kind,
being a man of that honour, virtue, and fo little
blameable in his whole converfation. I do con-
fefs, Gentlemen, this is a thing that hath weight
in it. But confider on the other band, my Lord
Ruffell is but a man, and hath his human frailties
about him. Men fall by feveral temptations;
fome out of revenge; fome by malice fall into
fuch offences as thefe are: my Lord Ruffell is
not of that temper, and therefore may be thefe
are not the ingredients here. But, Gentlemen,
there is another great and dangerous temptation
that attends people in his circumftances, whether

it
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it be pride or ambition, or the cruel fnare of po-
pularity, being cried up as a patron of liberty,
This hath been a dangerous temptation to many,
and many perfons of virtue have fallen into it
and it is the only way to tempt perfons of virtue,
and the devil knew it, for he that tempted the
pattern of virtue, fhewed him all the kingdoms of
the world, and faid, « All thefe will I give thee,
if thou wilt fall dewn and worfhip me.”” Though
he be a perfon of virtue, yet it does not follow,
but his virtue may have fome weak part init;
and I am afraid, thefe temptations have prevailed
upon my Lord; for I cannot give myfelf any
colour of objeftion, to difbelieve all thefe wit-
nefles who give in their teftimony. I fee no con.
tradiftion, no correfpondence, no contrivance at
all between them. You have plain oaths before
you, and I hope you will confider the weight of
them, and the great confequence that did attend
this cafe—the overthrow of the beft government
in the world, and the beft and moft unfpotted re-
ligion, which muft needs have fuffered; the
greateft liberty and the greateft fecurity for pro-
perty that ever was in any nation, bounded every
way by the rules of law, and thofe kept facred.
I hope you will confider the weight of this evi-
dence, and confider the confequences fuch a con-
fpiracy, if it had taken effe®, might have had.
And fo I leave it to your confideration, upon

the evidence you have heard.
Mr.
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Mr. Sery. Fefferies. My Lord, and you Gens
tlemen of the Jury, this caufe hath detained your
Lordfhip a long time, by reafon of fo many wit-
neffes being called, and the length of the defence
made by the prifoner at the bar; and if it had
not been for the length, I would not have injured
your patience by faying any thing, Mr. Solicitor
having taken fo much pains in it. It is a duty
incumbent upon me, under the circumftances I
now ftand, to fee if any thing hath been omitted
that hath not been obferved to you; and I fhall
detain you with very few words.

_ Gentlemen, you muft give me leave to tell you,
it is a cafe of great confequence, of great confe-
quence to that noble perfon that is now at the
bar, as well as to the King; for it is not defired
by the King nor by his Council, to have you in«
fluenced in this matter by any thing but by the
truth, and what evidence you have received.
You are not to be moved by compaflion or pity;
the oath you have taken is to go according to
your evidence ; and you are not to be moved by
any infinuations that are offered by us for the
King, nor by any infinuations by the prifoner at
the bar; but the truth according to the teftimony
given, muft be your guide. How far the law will
affe@ this queftion, that we are not to apply to
you, for that we are to apply ourfelves to the
Court (they are the Judges in point of law) who
will take fo much care in their dire&tions to you,

that
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that you may be very well fatisfied you will not
eafily be led into error.  For the inftances that
bave been put, I could put feveral others; but I
will take notice only of one thing that that noble
perfon at the bar feems to objeft. Gentlemen,
it is not neceffary there thould be two witnefles
to the felf-fame fa& at the felf-fame time; but if
‘there be two witneffes tending to the felf-fame
fa@t, though it was at feveral times, and upon fe-
veral occafions, they will be in point of law two
witneffes, which are neceffary to convi@ a man
for high treafon. Gentlemen, I make no doubt
this thing is known to you all, not only by the
judgment of all the Judges in England, but the
judgment of the Lords in Parliament, when I
doubt not the prifoner at the bar did attend, in
the cafe.of my Lord Strafford, wherein one wit-
nefs gave an account of a confpiracy in England,
Tuberville of another in France, and by the

-opinion of all my Lords the Judges approved

in Parliament, that was enough, and he was con-
vited.

The queftion is, Whether we have fufficiently
proved this matter. Gentlemen, I muft tell you,
we rake no goals, nor bring any profligate per-

-fons, perfons that wanted faith or credit before

this time. I muft tell you, that notwithftanding
the fair notice that hath been given to the prifo-
ner at the bar (that you fee he hath taken an ad-

-vantage of it, he hath given an account of a pri-

vate
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vate converfation which my Lord Howard had
before that naoble perfon that was witnefs, fince
he was taken) he has not given you in any proof
hitherto, nay I fay, he has not pretended any
thing in the world. Whefore, you, Gentlemen,
that are upon your oaths, fhould take it upon
your coniciences, that two men, againft ‘whom
there is no objeflion, fhould come to damn their
own fouls to take away the life of this gentleman,
when there is Do quarrel, no temptation wherefore
thefe gentlemen fhould come in the face of a
‘court of julltice, in the face of fuch en auditory,
without refpe to that infinite Being to whom
they appeal for confirmation of the truth of their
teftimony: and if they had the faith of men or
Chriftians, they muft neceflarily conclude, that
if they did fwear to take away a man’s life that
was innocent, God would fink them down pre-
fently into hell.

Gentemen, in the next place, I muft acquaint
you, that the firlt witnels, Colonel Rumfey, it is
apparent that he was taken notice of by the pri~
foner as a man fit to be trufted; be was engaged
by my Lord Shaftlbury : but, fays he, would any
man believe that that man that had received fo
many marks of the King’s favour, both in advan-
tage to his eftate, his honour, and perfon, could
be ever contriving fuch an halith defign as this?
Gentlemen, if you will argue from fuch uncertain
conjeftures, thea all criminals will come off.

Who
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Who fhould think that my Lord of Effex, who
had been advanced fo much in his eftate and ho-
nour, fhould be guilty of fuch defperate things !
which had he not been confcious of, he would
fcarcely have brought himfelf to that.untimely
énd, to avotd the methods of public juftice. Co-
lonel Rumfey tells you, my Lord Shaftfbury was
concerned in this confpiracy. I am forry to find
that there have been fo many of the nobility of
this land, that hdve lived fo happily under the be-
" nign influence of a gracious Prince, fhould make
fo #ll returns. - Gentlemen, I muft appeal to you,
whether in your obfervation you found Colonel
Rumfey to be over hafty and an over zealous
witnefs ; he did not come as if he came in fpite
to the' prifoner at the bar; you found how we
were forced to pump out every thing ; but after
he-had been prefled over and over again, then he
tame to it; fo that I obferve to you, that he was
an whwilling witnefs, _ :
Gentlemen, give me leave to obferve to you,
the prifoner at’ the bar, before fuch'time as Mr.
Shephard came up and gave evidence againft him,
fays he, I came only by accident, only to tafte a
parcel of wine. Mr Shephard when' he comes
up, he tell you there was no fuch defign. Fer-
gufon, that was the perfon he kept coipany with,
(the reverend Dean and the reft of the Clergy of
thé Church of England, they were not fit to be
trufted with it, but this independent parfon, Fer-
g M gufon)

-
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gufon) he gives notice of the coming of thefe
perfons; and in purfuance of this notice they all
come ; they come late in the evening ; not in the
pofture and quality they ufe to go, for you find
they had not fo much as a coach. Is it probable
they came to tafte wine? Wherefore did they go
up into a room? Wherefore did they order Mr.
Shepbard that none of the boys fthould come up,
but that the mafter muft fetch the fugar and wine
himfelf? Wherefore you may perceive the ac-
tion they were upon, there were only to be fuch
perfons as had an affeflion for fuch a caufe. You
find purfuant to what Colonel Rumfey fays, that
there was a direflion to take a view of the guards;
that Sir Thomas Armftrong comes back and makes
this report :—Says he, I have taken notice they
are in fuch an idle, carelefs pofture, that it is not
impoffible to furprize them. This Mr, Shephard
be does not come, nor does he appear to you to
come here out of any vindiftive humour, to de
the prifoner at the bar any hurt.

In the next place, we have my Lord Howard :
he comes and pofitively tells you, after he had
given an account, (for you obfcrve there were
two parts to be afted in this horrid tragedy ; there
was firft the feoundrel fort of pegple were so be
concerned to take away the life of the King and
the Duke ; the great perfons were to head the
party in the rifing) they put themfelves in proper
poftures, each of them confenting to fomething

of
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of thé furprize, inafmuch as you obferve that Sir
Thomas Armftrong and fome other perfons might
not be trufted. They come and refolve them-
felves out of a general council; and they meet
in a particular council of fix, looking upon thém-
felves as the heads of the party; and I muft tell
you many of them (we live not in an age of fuch
obfcurity, but we know them) kow fond they have
been of the applaufe of the people! As that per-
fon encouraged himfelf yefterday, they weré the
Liberatores Patra that tould murder the King
and the Duke.

My Lord, I muft take notice, that this noble
Lord is known to have an intimacy with him ;
you obferve with how much tendernefs he is
pleafed to deliver himfelf; how carefully he re-
ports the debates of the particular confults of the
perfons to be intrufted in the mahagement ; he
tells you that hoble Lord, the prifoner at the bar,
was pitched upor, and Algernon Sydney; a man
famous about the town. For what? To eall in
parties from fome of his Majefty’s other domi-
nions, perfons we know ripé enough fofr rebel.
lion, to affift. Putfuant to this; you find perfons
fent of a meflage for fome to come over, whereof
fome are in hold: fo that for all dark and ob-
fcure fort of matters, nothing can be brought
better to light than this, of taking all matters to-
gether, with the concurring circumftances of time

and place.
Ma Cen-
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" Gentlemen, T muft confefs this noble .Lord
hath given an account by feveral honourable per-
fons of his converfation, which is a very eafy
matter. Do you think if any man had a defign
to raife a rebellion againft the crown, that he
would talk of it to the reverend divines, and the
noble lords that are known to be of integrity to
the crown? Do you think the gentleman at the
bar would have’ fo little concern for his own life,
to make this difcourfe his ordinary converfation?
No; it muft be a particular confult of fix, that
muft be entrufted with this. I tell you, it is not
the divines of the Church of England, but an in-
dependent divine, that is to be concerned in this;
they muft be perfons ‘of their own complexion
and humour; for men will apply themfelves to
proper inftruments. .

Gentlemen, I would not labour in this cafe;
for far be it from any man to endeaveur to take
away the life of the innocent. And whereas that

-noble Lord fays, he hath a virtuous good lady,
‘he hath many children, he hath virtue and honour

he puts into the {cale ; Gentlemen, I mutft tell'you
on the other fide, you have confciences, religion;

“you have a Prince, and a merciful one too; con-
-fider the life of your Prince, the life of his pofte-

rity, the confequences that would have attended if

-this villainy had taken effe&t. What would have
become of your lives and religion? What would-

have become of that religion we have been fo
' ' fond
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fond of preferving ? Gentlemen, I muft put thefe
things home upon your confciences. I know you
will remember the horrid murder of the moft
pious Prince the martyr, King. Charles the Firft.
How far the pra&tices of thofe perfons have in-
fluenced the feveral punifhments fince, is too
great a fecret for me to examine. But now I
fay, you have the life of a merciful King; you

have a religion that every honeft man ought to.

ftand by, and I am fure every loyal man will ven-
wure his life and fortune for. You have your
wives and children. Let not the greatnefs of
any man corrupt you, but difcharge your con-
fcience both to God and the King, and to your
pofterity.

L. C. 7 Gentlemen of the Jury, the prifo-
ner at the bar ftands inditted before you of high
treafon, in compaffing and defigning the death of
the Kipg, and in declaring of it by overt aéls,
endeavouring to raife infurre€lions and popular
commotions in the kingdom here. To this he
hath pleaded not guilty. You have heard the
evidence that hath been againft him; it hath been

at large repeated by the King’s. Council, which

will take off a great deal of my trouble in repeat-
ing-it to you again. I know you cannot but take
notice of it, and remember it, it having been
ftated twice by two of the King’s Council to
you; it is long, and you fee what the parties
bere have proved. There is firft of all Colonel

M3 ' Rumfey ;
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Rumfey ; he does atteft a meeting at Mr. Shep,
hard’s houfe, and you hear to what purpofe he
fays it was; the meffage that he brought, and the
return he had; it was to enquire concerning a
rifing at Taunton; and that he had in return to
my Lord Shaftfbury was, that Mr. Trenchard had
failed them, and my Lord muft be contented, for
it could not be at that time. You hear that he
does fay they did defign a rifing; he faith there
was a rifing defigned in November; I think he
faith the feventeenth, upon the day ‘of Queen
Elizabeth’s birth. You hear he does fay, there
was at that meeting fome difcourfe concerning in-
fpefting the King’s guards, and feeing how they
kept themfelves, and whether they might be fur-
prized ; and this, he fays, was all in order to a
vifing. He fays, that at this my Lord Ruffeli
was prefent. Mr. Shephard does fay, that my
Lord Ruffell was there; that he came into this

.meeting with the Duke of Monmouth, and he

did go away with the Duke of Monmouth, as he
believes. He fays there.was fome difcourfe of a
rifing or infurre@ion that was tp be procured
within the kingdom ; but he does not tell you the
particulars of any thing, he himfelf does not. My
Lord Howard afterwards does come and tell you
of a great difcourfe he had with my Lord Shaft{-
bury, in order to arifing in the city of London;
and my Lord Shafubury did value himfelf migh-
tily upon ten thoufand men he hoped to raife;

and
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and a great deal of difcourfe he had with my
Lord Shaftfbury. This he does by way of ina
ducement to what he fays concerning my Lord
Ruffell. The evidence againft him is fome con
fults that there were by fix of them, who took
upon them, as he fays, to be a council for the
management of the infurreftion that was to ‘be
procured in this kingdom. He inftances in two
that were for this purpofe ; the one of them at
Mr. Hambden’s houfe, the other at my Lord
Ruffeli’s houfe. And hetells you at thefe meet~
ings there was fome difcourfe of providing trea-
fure, and of providing arms; but they came to
no refult in thefe things. He tells you, that
there was a defign to fend for fome of the king~
dom of Scotland, that might join them in this
thing. And this is, upon the matter, the fub
flance of the evidence that hath been at large
declared to you by the King’s Council, and what
you have heard. Now, Gentlemen, I muft tell
you fome things it lies upon us to dire& you in.
My Lord excepts to thefe witnefles, becaufe
they are concerned by their own fhewing in this
defign. If there were any, I did dire& (fome of
you might hear me) yefterday, that that was no
fufficient exception againft a man’s being an evi-
dence in the cafe of treafon, that he himfelf was
concerned in it; they are the moft proper per=
fons to be evidence, none being able to dete@

fach counfels but them. You have heard my
Mgy Lord
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4 Lord Ruffell’s witneffes, that lie 'nath broughl
_concerning them, and concerning his own inte-

grity and courfe of life, how it has been fober
and civil, with a great refpeét to religion, as thefe
gentlemen do all teftify. Now the queftion be-
fore you will be, - Whether -upon this whole mat-
ter, you do believe my Lord Ruffell had any de-
fign upon the King’s life, to deftroy the King, or

. take away his life, for that is the material part

here. It is ufed and given you (by the King’s
Council) as an evidence of this, that he did con-
fpire to raife an infurreétion, and to caufe a rif-

_ ing of the people, to make as it were a rebellion

within the nation, and to furprize the King’s,
guards, which, fay they, can have no other end
but to feize and deftroy the king; and it is a
great evidence (if my Lord Ruflell did defign

4o [eize the King’s guards, and make an infur-

reftion in the kingdom) of a defign to furprize
the King’s perfon. It muft be left to you upon
the whole matter. You have not evidence in
this cafe as there was in the other matter that was
tried in the morning, or yefterday, againft the
confpirators to Kill the King at the Rye. There
was a dire& evidence of a ‘confult to kill the
King ; that is not given you in this cafe ;- this is
an a& of contriving rebellion and an infurre&ion
within the kingdom, and to. feize 'his guards,

-whic' is urged as an evidence, and furely is in

itfuir an evidence, to feize and deftroy the King.
Upon
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.- Upon this' whole matter, this is left to you: If

you believe the' prifoner at the bar to have con-
 fpired the death of the King, and in order to that
to have had thefe. confults that thefe: witnefles
fpeak of,’ then you muft find him guilty of this
treafon that is laid to his charge. -

“ Then the Court adjourned till four o’clock
-« in the afternoon, when the Jury brought
« the faid Lord Ruffell in guilty of the fald
* high ‘treafon,” - - -

SATURDAY, }uly 14.
Lord ‘Ruffell was brought to the bar.

. CI of Cr. . William Ruffell, Efq. hold up thy
hand (which he did), Thou haft been indited
for high treafon againft our Sovereign' Lord the
King, and thereupon haft pleaded not guilty, and
for thy trial has put thyfelf upon thy country,
which country has found thee guilty. What
canft thou fay for thyfelf why judgment of death
thould not pafs upon thee according to law ?

L. Ruffeli. Mr. Recorder, I fhould be very
glad to hear the indi€tment read.

Mr. At. Gen. You may read it,

Cl. of Cr. . Will you have it read in Latin or
in Englifh ? . S

L. Ryffell. In Engh{h .

The Clerk read to the words '« Of confpu'mg
 the life of the King.” = |

L. qua.
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L. Ruffell. Hold :—I thought I had not been
charged in the indi@ment as it is, of compaffing
and confpiring the death of the King.

Mr. At. Gen. Yes, my Lord.

L. Ruffell. But, Mr. Recorder, if all that the
witnefles fwore againft me be true, I appeal to
you and to the Court, I appeal to you whether I
am guilty within the ftatute of 25 Ed. III. they
having fworn a confpiracy to levy war; but no
intention of killing the King: and therefore I
think truly judgment ought not to pafs upon me
for confpiring the death of the King, of which
there was no proof by any one witnefs.

Mr. At. Gen. That is no exception.

Mr. Recorder. My Lord, that was an ex-
ception proper, (and as I think you did make it)
before the verdift; whether the evidence does
amount to prove the charge, that is proper to be
obferved to the Jury; for if the evidence come
fhort of the indi@ment, they cannot find it to be
a true charge; but when the’ Jury has found it,
their verdi& does pafs for truth. We are bound
by the verdi& as well as your Lordfhip; we are
to go by what the Jury have found, not theis
evidence. .

L. Ruyffell. Without any proof ?

Mr. Recorder. The Jury muft be governed
by their evidence.

L. Ruyfell. 1 think it very bhard I muft be
condemned upon a point that there was not one

thing
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thing of it fworn; therefore I think I may very
legally demand arreft of judgment.

Mr. Recorder, 1 hope your Lordfhip will
confider it is not the Court can give a verdi& ;
it muft be the Jury. I believe there is no body
in the Court does delight in giving fuch judg-
ments, efpecially againft your Lordthip. The
verdi&t is found, and the King’s Attorney Gene-
peral, on behalf of the King, does demand it.

Mr. At. Gen. 1 do demand judgment of the
Court againft the prifoner.

Proclamation made for filence, whilft Jjudgment
was given.

Mr. Recorder. My Lord Ruffell, your Lord-
fhip hath been indi&ed, and tried, and found
guilty of high treafon, the greateft of crimes.
Your quality is great, and your crime is great;
and I hope and expe& that your behaviour and
preparation in this condition will be proportion-
able. My Lord, it is the duty of the witnefles
to give evidence according to truth; it is the
duty of the Jury to proceed according to evi-
dence ; and it is the duty of the Court to give
judgment according to the verdi&. It is the
King's pleafure, fignified by his Attorney Ge-
neral, to demand judgment againft your Lord-
fhip according tq this verdi&t ; and therefore, my
Lard, I fhall not delay it with any farther cir-

cimlocution,
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cumlocution. * The judgmert the law hath pro-
vided, and is the duty of the Court to give, is,

- ¢ That you be carried back again to the-place
- ¢ from whence you came, and from thence
“be drawn upon a hurdle to the place of
* execution, where you fhall be hanged up
- % by the neck, but cut déwn  alive, . your
- ¢ entrails and privy members cut off from
¢ your body, and burnt in your fight, your
« head to be fevered from your body, and
* your body divided into four parts, and
« difpofed at the King’s pleafure. And the
% Lord have mercy upon your foul.”

[t will be proper and ufeful to add the following

© pertinent and judicious Remarks, made by our beft

- Hiflorians and Lawyers on the nature and iffue
of this Trial.].

Ralph. ,LORD RUSSELL not having trufted Rumfey,
and having forgot the difcourfe at Shephard’s, did
not care to think himfelf in danger, or that he
ought to give the courtiers an opportunity to
urge, that his flight was a confefion of his guilt.
Thus he was induced to ftand his ground; he
.made no effort of any kind to efcape, but obeyed
the warrant as implicitly as if it had been backed

by
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by an army. Why, of all the four in the Tower
(Earl of Effex, I.ord Ruffell, Sidney and Hamp-
den) Lord Ruffell ‘was: pitched upon to. be. the
firt facrifice, may furnifh matter for ‘enquiry,
without producing any fatisfalory. conclufion.
-It ‘may be urged by fome, that of -the .whole
faftion, this lord was the moft eminent for the
fimplicity of his manners and the: purity of his
life ; that he had "diftinguithed himfelf moft by
his zeal againft Popery, and for the exclufion of
a popith heir; and that he was the moft formi-
dable, both on account of the vaft property he
poflefled, and was heir to, and the intereft he had
among the people; and by others, that the Court
‘were- moft fortified with matter of fa& againft
him, and witneffes'to juftify them. The indi&-
‘ment was in fubftance, for confpiring the death
of the King, intending to levy war; and in order
‘thereto, to feize the guards. His requeft for put-
ting off the trial, Pemberton* (L. C. ].) thought
fo reafonable, that he was for complying with it;
but the Attorney General would admit of no
delay ; and, in confequence, his lordfhip was ob-
‘liged to join iflue immediately. He obje&ted, the
" Jury were no freeholders, but was over-ruled;
though in Fitzharris’s cafe, when the fame chal-
lenge was made in the King’s behalf, it was ad-

* Burnet fuppofes that Pemberton had his gquietus foon
after, for thewing no more violence againft the prifoner.

mitted
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mitted without any difficulty. Such a Proteus
is authority !

When Lord Ruffell came into court, he de-
fired a delay of his trial until next day ; becaufe
fome of his witnefles could not arrive in town
before the evening. Sawyer, the Attorney Ge-
neral, with an inhuman repartee, anfwered, * But
you did not intend to have granted the King the
delay of an hour for faving his life;’” and re-
fufed his confent to the requeft. Ruffell having
afked leave of the court, that notes of the evi-
dence for his ufe might be taken by the hand of
another ; the Attorney General, in order to pre-
vent him from getting the aid of counfel, told
‘him he might ufe the hand of one of his fervants
in writing, if he pleafed. “I afk none,”’ an<
fwered the prifoner, “ but that of the lady who
fits by me.”” ‘When the fpefators, at thefe words
turned their eyes, and beheld the daughter of the
virtuous Southampton, rifing up to affift her Lord
in this his utmoft diftrefs, a thrill of anguifh ran
through the affembly : but when in his defence,
he faid, *there can be no rebellion now, as in
former times, for there are now no great men left
in England,” a pang of a different nature was
felt by thofe who thought for the public.—
Howard was the chief witnefs againft him.

Lord Howard faid, that every one knew Lord
Ruffell was a perfon of very great judgment, and
not over lavith in difcourfe ; and that there was

no
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o formal queftion put ; but then there was no
contradition, and, as he took it, all gave theix
confent, &c, ,

Lord Ruffell demanded to know on what fta~
tute be was indiQed; for if on the 13 Car. II. the
time prefcribed by it for profecution was elapfed,
(fix months) which defiroyed Rumfey’s evidence;
and if on 25 Ed. I1I. a defign to levy war would
oot amount to treafon, unlefs rendered manifeft by.
fome overt at. The Attorney General replied,
that he was indifted on the latter; adding, ac-
cording to the rules of law logic, that a defign to
depofe the King, to imprifon him, or raife his
fubjels againft him, were within that flatute, and
evidence of a defign to kill the King.

The old Earl of Anglefey, Mr. Edw. Howard,
lord Cavendith, Dr. Burnet, Dr. Tillotfon, Dr.
Cox, Lord Clifford, Mr. Levefon Gower, Mr.
Spencer, and Dr. Fitwilliam, all fpoke of the
Lord Ruflell, as one of the moft amiable, and
moft inoffenfive of men.

The Duke of Somerfet, Earl of Anglefey, and:

Edward Howard faid, that Lord Howard de-
clared, he believed Lord Ruffell innocent ; others
fpoke to his private charaller, and declared his

- great worth and probity, his virtuous and fober

life, and confequently the improbability of his
being thus engaged. His good charaller was
turned againft him by the King’s counfel, who
faid, there could not be any more dangerous ene-

- mies
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mies to the flate, thin fuch as come l'dber 10 ehe
deavour its deftruftion. - -
pifplayof  The Solicitor General bade the Jury confider;
Tyrmny: shat Lord -Ruffell was but a man, and that men
fall by feveral:temptations : fome out of revenge,
fome by malice, fall into-fuch offences as thefe;
- my Lord is not of this temper: but, Gentlemen,
+ there is another: great and: dangerous temptation
* that attends peopleé in his circumftanées;, whether
it be pride or anibition,’ or the .cruel fnare of po-
" pularity; being cried up’as a patron ‘of- libetty.
This is the only way to tempt perfons ‘of - virtue,
and the devil knew it, when he"temptedthe pat-
tern of virtue. Though hebe a pérfdn of virtue,
I am afraid thefe temptauans have prevalled
with my Lord. - : "

The many hardﬂnps and great’ mjuihce put
upon his Lordfhip, have been admirably -well
fhewn by the learned pens of the Right Ho-
"nourable the .Lord” Chief Baron ‘Atkyns, Mr.
(afterwards Sir) John . Hawles, Mr. Acherly,
Lord Delamere, Mr. Coke, &c. - ,

Oldmixon, ~ The morning of Lord Ruffell’s trial, the Earl
' of Effex was found with. his throat cut in the
Tower. Hawles faith, my Lord was killed, or

to be killed, that morning.” They were. fenfible

the evidence againft my' Lord - Ruffell was very
defe&tive, and that accident was to>help it out.

coke.  Immediate notice was fent to the Old Baily, that
in the worft fenfe, ufe might bé made of it by

the
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the King’s Counfel. The blaze of the Earl’s
having murdered himfelf, had its defigned effeét
upon my Lord Ruffell’s trial. Thus they took
occafion to infinuate to the Jury, the reality of
the plot, fince the Earl of Effex rather chofe to lay
violent hands on himfelf than ftand a trial : and
yet, according to Sir John Dalrymple, Lord Ef-
fex would not make his efcape, nor avoid appre-
benfion, though he eafily might, «left it might
draw fufpicion upon Lord Ruffell, and bring his
life into danger.”

Jefferies, to fhew his zeal, made an infolent de-
clamation, full of fury and indecent invetives.
And in his fpeech to the Jury, turned the un-
timely fate of Effex into a proof of his confcjouf-
nefls of the confpiracy.

Lord Ruffell fpoke to this effe@ :—That his
beart: had ever been fincerely loyal and affec-
tionate to the King and government, which he
thought the beft government in the world; ' that
be prayed as fincerely for his Majefty’s long and
happy life as any man alive ; that therefore, :here
was no likelibhood that he fhould go about to raife
a rebellion, which he looked upon as both wicked
and impragticable ; that he had never defired any
thing to be redrefled, but in a parliamentary and
legal way ; that he had always been againtt inno-
vations, and all irregularities whatfoever, and
thould be as long as he lived, whether his life

was to be long or fhort.— I call heaven and
N earth
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carth to witnefs, that I never had a deﬁgn againfh
the King’s life,””—And,

Lord Howard owned, he did not believe either
Lord Ruffcll or the Duke of Monmouth had any
defign to murder the King; all indeed acquitted
him of any fhare in the fcheme of affaffination.
—[Treafon by conftru&tion or implication, is
what the law abhors. ]

The Chief Juftice reprcfented to the Jury, that
a defign to fcize the guards, was a defign againft
the King’s life, —The Jury brought in their vet-
vi&t—Guilty.

"The fentence was confidered by all who had
any fenfe of fhame left, as the moft ctying injuf-
tice ever known in England ; for.the Lord Ruf-
fell was condemned for words fpoke in his hear-
ing, whichin England-can never pafs for treafon,

The lawyers are fo fenfible of the many appa-
rent flaws in this proceeding, notwithftanding all
the art ufed to hide them, that they are con-
firained to appeal to common fenfe, which is
ever the laft thing they do, whether the dcath of
the King was not implied in fuch an attempt
(feizing the guards); whereas the Jury have no-
thing to do with implication; and nothing can be
more_irreconcileable to common fenfe, than to
fuppofe that a law enaéted purpofely to refrain
and limit the interpretation of treafons, as that
of Edw. 1II. notorioufly. was, fhould authorize
any attempt of any kind, out of parliament, to

enlarge
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enlarge and multiply them. And now, though it
might be the obvious intereft of venal counfcl,
bene placito judges, and proftitute courtiers, to
hunt down an obnoxious man; it is {fomewhat
hard to guefs, why twelve of the people, who
were equally concerned with the prifoner himfelf,
in the prefervation of civil and religious liberty,
which was uNQUEsTIONABLY the great point for
which he expofed himfelf to fuch mighty hazards,
fhould fo far refign their reafon into the hands of
the court, as to accommodate their verdiét to the
{ubtilties of the lawyers, rather than the naked
matter of faft, and the obligation of their own
oath to bes governed thereby. Bt in fpeaking
of motives, we cannot be too modeft; nor do
thefe men want advocates, "who numbered them
among the good and faithful fervants of the
crown, for having doomed to death one of the
sesT and nosLEsT of their fellow fubjells.

Acherley, fays the crime charged upon Lorx‘iv

Ruffell was only mifprifion of treafon: Lord
Delamere, that it did not come within the Qatute
on which the indi@ment was founded; thercfore
he ought to have been acquitted.

Burnet calls him that grcat, but innocent vic-
tim, that was facrificed to the rage of a party,
who was condemned for treafonable words faid
in his hearing,.

And another ftiles Lord Ruffell *“a martyr for
the true religion and the liberties of his country.”

" N Treby,
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Treby, the Recorder, who had fo long la-
boured with him in the fame caufe, was left to
pronounce the fentence, and who had the mean-
nefs to fubmit to that piece of drudgery, and
even to argue againft an arreft of judgment, rather
than lay down his office, of which he was never-
thelefs foon after deprived.

In arreft of judgment (the indi€tment being
read in Englith) Lord Ruflell, to the words which
charged him with confpiring the King’s death,
obje@ed, very truly, that nothing of that nature
had been proved againft him, and confequently
that judgment ought not to pafs on him. The
Recorder anfvs':zred, the exception came too late ;
that it ought to have been made before the ver-
di&t ; that if the evidence fell fhort of the charge,
be fhould have pointed it out to the Jury; forin
fuch cafe they could not have found it a true
charge ; and that when they had found it, their
verdi&t paffed for truth. The unhappy prifoner
replied, that he thought it very hard to be con-
demned on a point that was in no onme circum-
ftance made good by evidence; and again in-

- fifted, that he might therefore legally demand an

arreft of judgment. The Recorder had again
recourfe to evafions, and befought his Lordfhip
to confider, that it was not the Court, but the
Jury, who were anfwerable for this verdi&;
that in virtue of that verdi&, the King’s Attor-
ney General had demanded judgment, which the

: Court
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Court could not refufe him; and that, therefore,
he muft proceed to pafs fentence, which he did
accordingly, after the ufual forms.

Ruffell (as well as Hampden) was much at-
tached to the ancient conftitution, and propofed
only the exclufion of the Duke of York, and the
redrefs of grievances. Applications were made
to the King for a pardon; even money to the
amount of 100,000l. was offered to the Duchefs
of Portfmouth, by the old Earl of Bedford, father
to Ruffell. —The King was inexorable.—He had
obferved that the prifoner, befides his fecret de-
figns, had always been carried to the higheft ex-~
tremity of oppofition in parliament. When fuch
determined refolution was obferved, his popula-
rity, his humanity, his juftice, his very virtues,
became fo many crimes, and were ufed as ar-
guments againft fparing him.  Upon the. whole,
the INTEGRITY and VIRTUOUS INTENTIONS,
rather than the capacity of this unfortunate no-
bleman, feem to have been the fhining parts
of his charafter.

Ruffell’s Confort, a woman of great merit,
daughter and heirefs of the good Earl of South-
ampton, threw herfelf at the King’s feet, and
pleaded with many tears the merits-and loyalty
of her father, as an atonement for thofe errors
into which honeft, however miftaken principles,
had feduced her hufband. Thefe fupplications

clxxxi
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deferve the name) which fhe betrayed. Find-
ing all applications vain, fhe collefted courage,
and not only fortified herfelf againft the fatal
blow, but endeavoured, by her example, to
firengthen the refolution of her unfortunate

. Lord. With a tender and decent compofure,

Oldmixon,

Ebard.

Rapin.

they took leave of cach other the day of his
execution. '

The King faw the virtuous and lovely Lady
Ruffell weeping at his feet, imploring but a fhort
reprieve of a few weeks for her condemned
Lord, with dry eyes and a ftony heart, though
fhe was the daughter of the Earl of Southamp-
ton, the beft friend he ever had in his life.

A petition was drawn up for fix weeks re-

-prieve by Lord Ruffell’s wife; and though car-

ried by fo excellent a lady, and daughter to the
King's greateft friend, it was rejeGted.

The Lord Ruflell was fo univerfally efteemed,
that it could not be thought the King would re-

“fufe his pardon, which was begged by fo power-

ful relations. The King would not fo much as
grant a reprieve of fix wecks to his lady, though
daughter of the Earl of Southampton, but made
her this anfwer:—<¢ Shall I grant that man fix
weeks, who, if it had been in his power, would
not have granted me fix hours*’—Every one,
however, was perfuaded, that if there was a de-
fign to kill the King, the Lord Ruffell was not
concerned in it; befides that he denied it with

his
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his laft breath. He was not condemned for that
crime, and the witnefles which depofed againft
him, faid nothing like it; and yet the King, to
have an excufe for refufing a fhort delay, fup-
pofed that the crime was fully proved. It can-
not be denied, that though the Lord Ruffell had
been guilty of the crime for which he was
condemned, namely, of giving a tacit confent
to an infurre&ion, the King could never have
had an opportunity of exercifing his clemency
with more applaufe, to a man of {o known virtue,
near relation of the greateft families in the king-
dom. But all thefe confiderations were weak
againft the paffion of revenge, with which the
King and Duke of York were atuated. The
Lord Ruflell had been one of the warmeft op-
pofers of the Duke; had joined the Earls of
Shaftfbury and Effex, and carried up the exclu-
fion-bill to the Houfe of Lords. Thefe were
crimes not to be forgiven by the King and his
brother: but perhaps moft of thofe who have
perufed the tranfa@tions of this reign, will not
think it fo enormous a crime ta endeavour to
oppofe an arbitrary power, which was beginning
to be introduced.

All poffible methods were ufed to fave Lord
Ruffell’s life. Money was offered to all that
had intereft, and that without meafure. Péti-
tions and interceflions were made by his rela-

N4 tions,
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tions, and himfelf was brought to promife® to
live beyond fea, in any place the King fhould
name, and meddle no more with Englifh affairs;
but all was in vain; the King and Duke both
were fixed in their refolutions that he fhould die.
Lord Cavendifh generoufly offered to manage
his efcape, and to ftay in prifon for him while
he fhould go away in his clothes ; but he would
not hearken to the motion: and the Duke of
Monmouth fent him word, that if he thought it
would do him any fervice, he would come in
and run fortunes with him; but his anfwer was,
that it could be no advantage to him to have his
friends die with him,

Oldmixon.  Lord Cavendifh offered—for a chofen party
of horfe to attack the guard as the coach pafled
by the ftreet turning into Smithfield, while ano-
ther party did the fame on the Old Bailey fide,
to take my Lord out, and mounting him on a
horfe, make off with him, which it was fuppofed
the people would have facilitated. But Lord
Ruffell would not by any means confent that his
friends fhould rifk their own lives to fave his;
but fubmitting himfelf patiently to his fate, he
prepared to receive the dreadful ftroke with the
meeknefs, as well as the innocence of a lamb.

* In aletter to the Duke of York, dated 16 July, from

Newgate, which. was delivered to the Duchefs, by Lady
Ruffell,

At
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At the place of execution, he declared in the
words.of a dying man, that he knew nothing of
a plot againft the King’s perfon or government.

He nobly refufed Lord Cavendifh’s offer;  rupu.
and, as he had fubmitted his cafe to the deci-
fion of the laws, was refolved to abide the pe-
nalty. Thefe inftances ferve to fhew how many
happy ingredients made up the compofition of
this amiable man, and how natural it was for
his party to make ufe of his idolized name, to
give a fanélion to their caufe.

The King (fays Burnet) would not hear the
difcourfe of fhewing any favour to Lord Ruf.
fell; and the Duke of York would bear'the dif-
courfe, though he was refolved againft the thing.
But according to Dr. Wellwood, his Majefty was
not only inclined to pardon him, but fuffered
fome words to efcape on the very day he was
executed, as fufficiently fhewed his irrefolution
in that matter. ' '

In the Duke of Monmouth’s journal it is faid  genner,
that the King told him, he inclined to have faved
the Lord Ruffell, but was forced to confent to
his death, otherwife he muft have broke with his
brother the Duke of York.

The Duke of York defcended fo low in his gjgmixon.
revenge, as to defire that this innocent Lord
might be executed before his own door, in
Bloomfbury-fquare : an infult the King himfelf
would not confent to,

An
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An order was figned for his execation in Lin-
coln’s-inn-fields ; and a refpite of only two days
being at laft afked, was refufed.

When Rich, the Sheriff, who had been for-
merly violent for the exclufion, and had now
changed fides, brought Lord Ruffell the war-
rant of dcath, bis Lordthip fclt an inclinatian to
fay—* That they two fhould never vote again in
the fame way in the fame houfe.”” But recollett-
ing that Rich might feel pain from the innocent
pleafantry, he checked himfelf.

Dotors Burnet and Tillotfon ehdeavoured to
convince Lord Ruffell, and prevail on him to
own he was fatisied refiftance was unlawful,
which they hoped might be a means to fave his

. life; he anfwered, he could not fay a lie. Til-
- Jotfon did not think that remate fcars and confe-

Dalr,

quences, together with illegal  prattices, would
authorize it. Whereas his Lordfhip declared,
that upon this hypothefis « he did not fee a dif-
ference between a legal and a Turkifh govern-
ment ; and that in cafe of a total fubverfion, it
would be too late to refift.”

It is not improbable, that neither of them (T,
or B.) had then fufficiently confidered the point
with fo much attention and exaétnefs as the {ub-
fequent meafures of that reign, and the whole
ferics of conduét -of the following one, neceffa-
rily led them to do.

Being flattered with the hope of llfe by fome

divines,
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divines, if he would acknowledge to the King,
that he believed fubjeéts had, in no cafe what-
ever, a right of refiftance againft the throne, he
anfwered in thefe words—* I can have no con-
ception of a limited monarchy, which has not a
right to defend its own limitations; my con-
fcience will not permit me to fay otherwife to
the King.”

The laws now in force have made no provi- g,
Lor.
fell's opie
nion of rée
fiftance.

fion for the indemnification of patriots who have
recourfe to arms, nor will admit any fubjeét to
be held innocent, who breaks in upon his alle-
giance. Whoever therefore, in imitation of Cur-
tius, leaps into the gulph, muft not complain if
it clofes over him. But then, on the other hand,

a crifis may happen, agreeable to Lord Ruffell’s

fuppofition, when the rod of power may be turned
into a ferpent ; when the laws themfelves may lofe
their authority, by lofing their virtue, and when
the whole bufinefs of government may be to ex-
hauft all the ways and means of oppreffion, in
order to fatten on the fpoil; in which cafe, it
would be a vain thing to urge the obligations of
the fubje&, for all obligations would be vacated,
and he who ventured moft and fartheft for the
redemption of his country, though a nominal
tranfgreflor, would, to the end of the world,
be numbered among the beft and braveft of

mankind.
Lord Delamere obferves, as it is high treafon
to

-

gh on
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to kill or hurt the King, fo it is high treafon to
fubvert the government, or to endeavour any alte~
ration of it.—** I am perfuaded, that they who fet
on foot the do&rine of paffive obedience and non.
refiftance, either did not underftand it, or elfe
helped it forward, in hopes of being well re-
warded for their pains; for it is found by expe-
rience, that they underftood the praltice of it
very ill; none cried out fo much againft King
James, and arraigned his proceedings fo much;
none was fo uneafy under it as they, when. their
own rights came to be touched, that had been
the greateft affertors of this doftrine.”

Thus it appears by his Lordfhip, that thefe
were {fwayed by private intereft, as their oppo-
nents were influenced by their attachment to the
public. The nobility and gentry at Nottingham,
in 1688, declared, that they did indeed own it
to be rebellion to refift a King governing by law,
but not to refift a tyrant, who made his will the
law.

The Exeter affociation at the beginning of the
revolution, was figned by feveral Lords and Gen-
tlemen, by the Archbifhop of Canterbury, and
eight Bifhops. The Lords and Commons or-
dered a thank{giving to God for the deliverance
of the kingdom from Popery and arbitrary power;
eldven Bithops were appointed to compofe the
prayers, fix of whom (viz. Lloyd of Norwich,
Turner of Ely, Lake of Chichefter, Frampton of

' ‘Gloucefter,
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Gloucefter, Ken of Bath and Wells, and White
of Peterborough) were afterwards non-jurors,
though in #his very a8 of theirs, they were, in
their own King’s fenfe, guilty of as much treafo
as Sidney. The appointing a day of thank{giv-
ing was the firR court motion ; the Houfe of
Lords was full, the Bithops’ bench in particular ;
fcarcely any abfent befides the Archbithop of
Canterbury : and their Lordfhips not only agreed
to it unanimoufly, but fent down their vote to
the Commons, who as unanimoufly concurred in
it. The Commons, having alfo prepared an Ad~
drefs of TuANKs to the Prince of Orange, called
upon the Lords to concur, which they did, with
the fame unanimity as the Commons had fhewn
before.. Thus rEsisTance was authorifed in
form by all the Lords, and the whole reprefent-
ative body of the kingdom; and of eleven Bi-
fhops, appointed to draw up the form of thank{-
giving, it does not appear that any one made a
fcruple to undertake the fervice. Tillotfon and
Burnet concurred in the revolution, which with
~the above, and Sacheverel’s trial, fufficiently juf-
tify Lord Ruffell’s fentiments—that refiftance was
-not abfolutely illegal.

In the period from the revolution to the pre-
fent time, many laws have paffed, which have
confirmed and exemplified the do@rine of refift-
ance, when the executive magiftrate endeavours
to fubvert the conftitution ; and have maintained

the
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the fuperiority .of the laws above the King, by
pronouncing his difpenfing power to be illegal.

The Duke of York himfelf, while a fubje8,
was 70 enemy to the doéirine of refifiance. When
his ambitious purpofes were thwarted, anno 1680,
inftead of paffive obedience, we fee him ready for
rebellion, or a civil war. “ He hopes (fays Ba-
rillon to Louis) to be able to excite troubles in
Scotland and Ireland, and he even alledges he
bas a party in England more confiderable than
is thought of. If the Duke of York remains in
Scotland, he alledges he may be able to re-unite
the faltions which divide that country, and to
put himfelf in a condition not to be opprefled
there.” The intelligence of the Duke of York’s
proje&t for a civil war, was reccived by Louis as
might have been expe&ted ; he inftantly gave Ba-
rillon orders to encourage the Duke in it.— If
you fee him refolved to fupport himfelf by means
of Scotland and Ireland, you may affure him,
that in that event, I will not refufe him fecret
fupplies. If he hath friends enough and forces
enough to maintain himfelf, I will not refufe,
&c.”” ‘But Colonel Churchill’s cautious temper
prevented thefe fallies of the Duke from being
attended with confequences*.

The firmnefs of Lord Ruflell in refufiing. the
only means of purchafing his lif¢ from an exaf-

# Dalr. Vol. II1. p 274—277.
perated
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perated court, by the leaft retraftion of an opi-
nion of which his confcience was thoroughly per-
fuaded, is the ftrongeft proof of that integrity
and virtue, which gave him fo much weight and
influence in his own time, and have endeared
him to pofterity.—Sir William Temple (no ene-
my to the prerogative) fays, * His fetting himfelf
at the head of thofe affairs (the exclufion, &c.)
had a great influence in the houfe, as being a per-
fon in gencral rcpute, of an honeft worthy gen-
tleman, without tricks or private ambition.
- Lord Ruffell faid, he was ftill very glad he had
not fled, for he could not have lived from his
children and wife and friends—that was all the
happinefs he faw in life ; and a propofition being
fent him by one of the gencroufeft and gallanteft
friends in the world (Lord Cavendifh) of a de-
fign for making his efcape, he, in his fmiling way,
{ent his thanks very kindly to him, but faid he
would make no efcape.—He could never limis
his bounty to his condition ; and all the thoughts
he had of a great eftate, that was to defcend upon
him, was to do more good with it. He thanked
God, that now for thefe many years, he had made
great confcience of all he did.—God knew the
fincerity of his heart, that he could not go into
8 thing he thought ill, nor could he tell a lie.
Tillotfon told the King, Lord Ruffell had de-
clared to him, that he kept company with thofe
ynhappy men, only to preferve the. Duke of
Monmouth

exci
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Monmouth from being led into any rath under.
taking by them, and more particularly by the
Ear] of Shaftfbury. Being then afked, why Lord
Ruflell did not difeaver their defigns to the King,
his anfwer was, that his Lordfhip had faid, he
could not betray his friends, nor turn informer
againft them, while he faw there was no danger;
but if things had come to a crifis, he would have
contrived fome notice to have been given the
King of it ; and in cafe of violence, would him-
felf have been ready to oppofe them with his
fword in his hand. . The King himfelf, after-
wards confirmed the truth of the greateft part of
this account, and in conclufion faid—* James
(meaning the Duke of Monmoutb) has told me
the fame thing.”’

On the Tuefday before. Lord Ruflell’s execu-
tion, after dinner, when his lady was gone, he
exprefled great joy in the magpanimity of fpirit
he faw in her, and faid, the parting with her was
the greateft thing he had to do, for be faid fhe
would be hardly able to bear it; the concern
about preferving him filled her mind fo now,
that it in fome meafure fupported her; but when
that would be over, he feared the quicknefs of
her fpirits would work all within her. On Thur{-
day, while my Lady was gone to try to gain a
refpite till Monday, he faid, he withed the would
give over beating every bufh, and running fo
about for his prefervation ; but when he confi-

dercd
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 fidered that it would be fome mitigation of her’

forrow, that we left nothing undone that could
have given any probable hopes, he acquiefced :
and, indeed, I never faw his heart fo near failing
him as when he fpake of her; fometimes I faw
atear in his eye, and he would turn about, and
prefently change the difcourfe. On Friday, at
ten oclock at night, my Lady left him; he kiffed

her four or five times, and fhe kept her forrow

fo within herfelf, that fhe gave him no difturbance’
by their parting.

The evening before his death, he fuffered his
children, who were young, and fome of his friends,
to take leave of him ; in which he maintained his
conftancy of temper, though he was a very fond
parent. He parted with his lady at the fame time
with a compofed filence ; and fhe had fuch com-
mand of herfelf, that when fhe was gone, he faid,
the bitternefs of death was paft (for he loved and
efleemed her beyond expreffion). He ran out
into a long difcourfe concerning her—how great
a bleffing fhe had been to him, and faid—* What
“a mifery it would have been to him, if fhe had
“not had that magnanimity of fpirit, joined to
“ her tendernefs, as never to have defired him to
“do a bafe thing for the faving of his life.”” He
faid —*¢ There was a fignal providence of God in
« giving him fuch a wife, where there was birth,

“ fortune, great underftanding, great religion,and

« great kindnefs to him ; but her carriage in hig
(0] “ extremity
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"« extremity was beyond all. He was glad that

Biog. Brit.

« fhe and his children were to lofe nothing by
* his death; and it was a great comfort to him
« that he left his children in fuch a mother's
“ hands, and that fhe had promifed to him to
« take care of herfelf for their fakes; which I
% heard her do.” .

As to Lady Ruffell, the bore the fhack with
the fame magnanimity which fhe had thewn at his
trial. When in open court, attending at her
Lord’s fide, fhe took notes, and made obferva-
tions on all that paft, in his behalf; when prof-
trate at the King’s feet, and pleading with his
Majefty in remembrance of her dead father's
fervices to fave her hufband, the was an obje&
of the moft lively compaffion; but now (when
without a figh or tear fhe took her laft farewel of
him) of the higheft- admiration,

He was a moft tenderly aficBionate hufband,
and perfe@ly happy in the muteal love of his
moft excellent Lady. She was a mofk faithful

- guardian of his fame. [See letter to Fitzwilliam,

July 81, 1685.] Her Ladyfhip alfo, in the fame
affeftionate regard to her Lord’s memory, after
the revolution, made ufe of her intereft in favour
of his chaplain, Mr. Samuel Johnfon ; (who calis
Lord Ruffell the greatet Englithman we had)
and was very inftrumental in procuring him the
penfion, and other bounties, which he received
from that government. As fhe had promifed her

' Lord




INTRODUCTION.

Lord to take care of her own life for the fake

of his children, fhe was religioufly mindful to
perform that promife, and continued his widow
to the end of her life, furviving him above forty
years; for fhe lived to 2gth September, 1723, in
her 87th year.

The Duchefs of Marlborough’s opinion of
Lady. Ruffell, appears in the Account of her
Conduft, p. 22.—* Regard for the public wel-
¥ fare carried me to advife the Princefs to ac-
“ quiefce in giving King William the crown.
« However, as I was fearful about every thing
v the Princefs did, while fhe was thought to be
« advifed by me, I could not fatisfy my own
* mind till I had confulted with feveral perfons
.« of undifputed wifdom and integrity, and par-
« ticularly with the Lady Ruflell of Southamp-
« ton-houfe, and Dr. Tillotfon, afterwards Arch-
« bifhop of Canterbury. I found them all una-
“ nimous in the opinion of the expediency of
* the fettlement propofed, as things were then
“ fituated.” -

On Thurfday, after dinner, Lord Ruffell
finifhed his paper, and intended fpeech to the
Sheriffs, and wrote the following letter to the
King.

Q2 From
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From the Copy written by the Lapy Russerr’s
own Hand. (Indorfed) « A Copy of my Lorp’s
Letter to the Kinc, to be delivered after hus

Death ; and was fo by his Uncle, CoLoNEL
RusseLL®”

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY,

SINCE this is not to be delivered till after
my death, I bope your Majefty will forgive the
prefumption of an attainted man’s writing to you.
My chief bufinefs is humbly to afk your pardon
for any thing that I have either faid, or done,
that might look like want of refpe& to your Ma-

~ Jelty, or duty to your government; in which,

though I do to the laft moment acquit myfelf of
all defigns againft your perfon, or of altering of
the government, and proteft I know of no defign
now on foot againft either; yet I do not deny
but I have heard many things, and faid fome
things contrary to my duty; for which, as I have
afked God’s pardon, fo I humbly beg your Ma-
Jefty’s.  And I take the liberty to add, that,
though I have met with hard meafure, yet I for-
give all concerned in it, from the higheft to the
loweft ; and 1 pray God to blefs both your per-
fon and government, and that the public peace,

# John Ruffell, then Colonel of the firft regiment of

foot guards. He had been a Colonel for King Charles 1.
in the civil wars.

and
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and the true Proteftant religion may be pre-
ferved under you. And I crave leave to end
my days with this fincere proteftation—that my
heart was ever devoted to that which I thought
was your true intereft ; in which, if I was mif-
taken, I hope your difpleafure againft me will
end with my life, and that no part of it fhall
fall on my wife and children; which is the laft
petition will ever be offered you from,

May it pleafe your Majefty,
Your Majefty’s moft faithful, moft dutiful,
And moft obedient fubjeét,
Newgate, Fuly 19, 1683. W. RUSSELL.

Canning, in his Poetical Epiftle from Lord
Ruffell to Lord Cavendifh, fuppofes him de-
fcribing himfelf thus :

While I unfkill'd in oratory’s lore,

Whofe tongue ne’er fpeaks but when the heart runs o'er,
In plain blunt phrafe my honeft thoughts exprefs'd,
Warm from the heart, and to the heart addrefs’d ;
Prefs’d by my friends and Rachacl’s fond defires,
(Who can deny what wecping love requires?)
Frailty prevail'd, and for a moment quell'd

Th’ indignant pride that in my bofom fwell'd;

I fued—the weak attempt I blufh to own—

I fued for mercy, proftrate at the throne,

O! blot the foible ont, my noble friend,

With human firmnefs, human feelings blend :

O3 When
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When Love’s endearments fofteft moments feize,
And Love’s dear pledges hang upon the knees,
When Natuse's ftrongeft ties the {oul enthrall,
(Thou canft conceive, for theu haft felt them all)
Let him refift their prevalence who can,
He muft indeed be more or lefs than man,
Yet let me yicld my Rachael honour due,
‘The tend’reft wife, the nobleft heroine too!
Anxious to fave her hufband’s honeft name,
Dear was his life, but dearer flill his fame.
When fuppliant prayers no pardon could obtain,
And, wond’rous ftrange, ¢’en Bedford's gold prov'd vain,
Th’ informer’s part, her gen’rous foul abhorr'd,
Tho' life preferv'd had been the fure reward ;
Let impious Howard a& fuch treach’rous fcenes,
And fhrink from death by fuch opprobrious means.
O! my lov'd Rachael!-name for ever dear,
Nor writ, nor fpoke, nor thought without a tear!l

* Whofe heav’nly virtues, and unfading charms,

- 'Have blefs'd through bappy years my peaceful arms,

- Parting with thee, into my cup was thrown,

It's harfhe(t dregs elfe had not forc'd a groan:
But all is o’er—thefe eyes have gaz'd their laft,
And now the bitternefs of death is paft.

By Barillon’s letter, 19 July, 1683, it ap~
pears, that upon Lord Ruffell’s condemnation,
the younger Rouvigney, who was a relation to
the Bedford family, and had been obliged to
it for every hofpitable civility in England, beg-
ged the life of his friend from Louis XIV.; that
Louis confented to write to Charles in favour
of Lord Ruflell; that Barillon told Charles,

Rouvigney
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Rouvigney was coming over with the letter ; but
that Charles, with a polite humanity, anfwered—
“I do not wifh to prevent Mr. de Rouvigney
from coming here, but my Lord Ruflell’s head
will be off before he arrives.”

In the manufcript notes upon Bifhop Burnet's

hiftory, by the Earl of Dartmouth, Secretary of
State to Queen Anne, there is the following
paflage : . :

“ My father told the King, the pardoning Lord
Ruflell would lay an eternal obligation upon a
very great and numerous family, and the taking
his life would never be forgotten ; and his father
being alive, it would have very little effe& upon
the reft of the family befides refentments ; and
certainly there was fome regard due to Lord
Southampton’s daughter and her children. The
King anfwered—* All that is true; but it is as
true, that if I do not take his life, he will foon
have mine ;* which would admit of no reply.”

It is highly improbable that Chailes had in
truth any fuch groundlefs apprehenfions. The
Earl of Bedford, it is alfo to be remarked, peti-

tioned in vain¥, as did Lord Ruflell himfelf, in
compliance

* King James II. in his diftreffes, 1688, addreffed him-
felf to the Earl:—« My Lord, you are an honeft man,
have great credit, and can do me fignal fervice.”———*¢ Ah,
Sir, (replied the Earl) I am old and feeble ; T can do you

04 . - but
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compliance with the requeft of his friends, rather
than his own. inclination.

After his condemnation, the King was firongly
folicited in his behalf. Charles was inexorable ;
he dreaded the principles and popularity of Lord
Ruffell; he deeply refented that eagernefs and
perfeverance with which he hath oppofed him in
the late parliaments.—Lord Ruffell refigned him-
felf to his fate with admirable fortitude. His
lady, that he might not be fhocked in his laft
moments, fummoned up the refolution of an he-
roine, and parted from him without fhedding a
tear. He behaved with furprifing ferenity of
temper : immediately before he was conveyed to
the {caffold, he wound up his watch, faying, with
a fmile,—* Now I have done with time, and
muft henceforth think folely of eternity.”” The
fcaffold was erefted in Lincoln’s-inn-fields, that
the triumph of the court might appear the more
confpicuous, in his being conveyed through the
whole city of London ; even the populace wept
as he paffed along in the coach with Tillotfon
and Burnet. He prayed God to preferve his
Majefty and the Proteftant religion ; and without
the leaft change of countenance, calmly fubmit-
ted to the ftroke of the executioner.

but little fervice; but I once had a fon that could have
affited you; but he is no more.” James was fo ftruck
with this reply, that he could not fpeak for fome minutes.
Qrrery.  Rapin,

Dr,
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Dr. Burnet preached two fermons in New-
gite to Lord Ruffell the day before he fuffered,
which were publifhed by the author in 1713,
8vo. In the preface, page 13, he fays, «“I had
been with the Lord Ruffell in Newgate, four
whole afternoons before that; for he defired to
be alone till twelve of the clock. He did all
that while poffefs his foul with o clear a fere-
nity, in fuch a calm and Chriftian | manner, that
I fill reckon it a particular happmefs, as well as
an honour, that I atterided then upon him.. Be-
fore I preached thefe fermons, he received the
facrament from Dr. Tillotfon’s hands. When the
office was ended, he fhewed us the paper he had
prepared for his laft words. We had fome dif-
courfe with him about the lawfulnefs of con-
{fultations in order to refiftance, in the ftate in
which things were then. He thought the vio-
lence ufed in the matter of the Sheriffs of Lon-
don, fhewed a defign to deftroy fuch men as the
court thought ftood in their way, of which he
was among the firft ; he prayed God he might
be the laft. We thought that was, indeed, an
unjuftifiable account ; till a total fubverfion came,
we ftill thought it was unlawful to refit. He
faid, ¢it would be then too late; he had all along
had other notions of the Englith government,
but he would not then enter upon farther debates
in thefe matters.” He fpent the reft of the day
till towards evening in devotion ; then his chil-

dren
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dren and friends came to him. He fpoke to his
children in a way fuited to their age, with a good
meafure of cheerfulnefs, and took leave of his
friends in fo calm a manner as furprized them all.
The parting with his lady was not fo eafy to him:
fhe ftayed with him all the day, and till eleven at
night; then they parted in a folemn, grave fi-
lence. Upon which, when fhe was gone, he faid
to me—* The bitternefs of death is now paft.”
The execution was performed not on Tower-
hill, the common place of execution for men of
high rank, but in Lincoln’s-inn Fields, in order
that the citizens might be humbled by the fpefta-
cle of their once triumphant leader, carried in
his coach to death through the city—a device
which, like moft others of the kind, produced an
effe& contrary to what was intended. The mul-

. titude imagined they beheld virtue and liberty

fitting by his fide. In paffing, he looked towards
Southampton-houfe ; the tear ftarted in his eye,
but he inftantly wiped it away. He prayed for
the King; but with a prefcience of what after
wards happened, he foretold, * That although a
cloud hung now over the nation, his death would
do more fervice than his life could have dane.*’
Lord Ruffell was accordingly beheaded, or
bafely facrificed, Saturday, 21 July, 1683. Bur-
net fays, “ He laid his head upon the block,
without the leaft change of countenance, which,

at two ftrokes, was fevered from his body.”—

This
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This was the end of that great and good ‘man,
who both by his own experience found (as he
told Lord Cavendifh) and by his example thewed
how prevalent the power of religion is, both to
comfort and fupport our fpirits in the time of
extremity.

At Wooburn Abbey is preferved (in gold let-
ters) the fpeech of the Honourable William late
Lord Ruffell to the Sheriffs; together with the
paper delivered by his Lordfhip to them at the
place of execution.

Lorp RusseLL’s SpexcH fo the SHERIFFS, on
delivering them the underwritten Paper, upon the
Scaffold, juft before his execution.

M=z. SHERIFF,

1 EXPECTED the noife would be fuch, that
I could not be very well heard. I was never
very fond of much fpeaking, much lefs now;
therefore I have fet down in this paper all that
I think fit to leave behind me. God knows how
far I was always from defigns againft the King’s
perfon, or of altering the government ; and I ftill
pray for the prefervation of both, and of the Pro-
teftant religion.

I am told that Capt. Walcot has faid fomething
concerning my knowledge of the plot. I know
not whether the report be trye or no, but I hope

it
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itis not; for to my knowledge, I never faw him,
to {peak to him, in my whole life; and in the
words of a dying man, I know of no plot, either
againft the King’s life, or the government. But
‘I have now done with this world; I am going
to a better. I forgive all the world, and, I
thank God, I die in charity with all men ; and
I wilb all fincere Proteftants may love one ano-
ther, and not make room for papery by their
animofities.

The Paper delivered by Lorp Russeri fo the
SHERIFFs.

I THANK God I find myfelf fo compofed .
and prepared for death, and my thoughts fo
fixed on another world, that I hope in God I
am quiet from fetting my heart on this; yet 1
eannot forbear now the fetting down in writing
a further account of my condition, to be left be-
hind me, than I will venture to fay at the place
of execution, in the noife and clutter that is
like to be there. I blefs God heartily for thofe
many bleffings which He in his infinite mercy
hath beftowed upon me through the whole courfe
of my life; that I was born of worthy and good
parents, and had the advantage of a religious
education, which are invaluable bleflings; for
even when I minded it leaft, it ftill hung about
me and gave me checks; and has now for many

years
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years fo influenced and poffefled me, that I feel
the happy effeQ@s of it in this my extremity, in
which I have been fo wonderfully (I thank God)
fupported, that neither my imprifonment, nor
fear of death have been able to difcompofe me
in any degree; but on the contrary, I have found
the affurances of the love and mercy of God
in and through my bleffled Redeemer, in whom
only I truft ; and I do not queftion but I am go-
ing to partake of that fulnefs of joy which is in
his prel'énce. Thefe hopes, therefore, do fo won-
derfully delight me, that I think this is the hap-
pieft time of my life, though others may look
upon it as the faddeft.

I bave lived, and now am of the reformed re- .

ligion, a true and fincere Proteflant, and in the
communion of the Church of England ; though
I could never yet comply with, or rife up to all
the heights of many people. I wifh with all my
foul all our differences were removed; and that
all fincere Proteflants would fo far confider the
danger of Popery, asto lay afide their heats, and
agree againft the common enemy ; and that the
Churchmen would be lefs fevere, and the Diffenters
lefs fcrupulous ; for I think bitternefs and perfe-
cution are at all times bad, but much more now.

For Popery, 1 look on it as an idolatrous and
bloody religion, and therefore thought myfelf
bourid, in my ftation, to do all I could againft
it; and by that, I forefaw I fhould procure fuch

grcat,
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great enemies to myfelf, and fo powerful ones,
that I have been now for fome time expeQling
the worft; and blefled be God, I fall by the axe,
and not by the fiery trial! yet, whatever appre-
henfions I had of popery, and of my own fevere
and heavy fhare I was like to bave under it,
‘when it fhould prevail, I never had a thought of
doing any thing againft it bafely or inhumanely,
-‘but what would confift with the Chriftian reli-
gion, and the laws and libertics of this kingdom.
And, I thank God, I have examined all my ac-

-tions in that matter with fo great care, that I can

appeal to God Almighty, who knows my heart,
that I went on fincerely, without being moved
either by paffion, bye-ends, or ill defigns. I
bave always loved my country much more than
my life, and never had any defign of changing
the government, which I value, and look upon
as one of the beft governments in the world, and
would always have been ready to venture my life
for the preferving it; and would fuffer any extre~
mity rather than have confented to any defign of
taking away the King’s life; neither had any man
the impudence to propofe fo bafe and barbarous
a thing to me ; and I look upon it as a very un-
happy and uneafy part of my prefent condition,
that there fhould be fo much as mention made

~ of fo vile a fa&, though nothing in the leaft was

faid to prove any fuch matter, but the contrary
by my Lord Howard; neither does any body, I
am
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am confident, believe the leaft of it; fo that 1
peed not, I think, fay more.

For the King, I do fincerely pray for him, and
with well to him and the nation, that they may be
happy in one another ; that he may be, indeed,
the Defender of the Faith; that the Proteflant
religion, and the peace and fafety of the kingdom
may be preferved, and flourifh under his govern-
ment: and that himfelf, in his perfon, may be
happy both here and hereafter.

As for the fhare I bad in the profecution of
the popith plot, I take God to witnefs, that I
proceeded in it in the ficerity of my heart, being
then really convinced (as I am ftill) that there
was a confpiracy againft the King, the nation,
.and the Proteftant religion; and I likewife pro-
fefs, thae I never knew any thing, dire@ly or in-
direftly, of any praftices with the witnefles, which
Ilook upon as fo horrid a thing that I never
could have.endured it; for, thank God, falfehood
and cruelty were never in my nature, but always
the fartheft from it imaginable. I did believe,
and do Rill, that popery is breaking in upon
this nation, and that thofe that advance it, will
fop at nothing to carry on their defign. I am
beartily forry that fo many Proteftants give their
helping hand to it; but I hope God will pre-
ferve the Proteftant religion, and this nation,
though I am afraid it will fall under very great
trials, and very fharp fufferings; and, indeed,

’  the
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the impiety and prophanenefs that abounds,
and appears fo fcandaloufly bare-faced every
where, gives too juft occafion to fear the worft
thing that can befall a people. I pray God pre-
vent it, and give -thofe who have fhewed a con-
cern for the public good, and have appeared
hearty for the true intereft of the nation, and the
Proteftant religion, grace to live fo, that they
may not caft a reproach on that which they en-
deavoured to advance, which (God knows) has
often given me fad thoughts; and I hope fuch of
my friends as may think they are touched by
this, will not take what I fay in ill part, but will
endeavour to amend their ways, and live {uitable
to the rules of the true reformed religion, which
is the only thing that can adminifter true comfort
at the latter ¢nd, and relieve a man when he
comes to die.

As for my prefent condition, I blefs God I
have no repining in my heart at it. I know,
for my fins, I have deferved much worfe at the
hands of God ; fo that I chearfully fubmit to fo
{fmall a punifhment as the being taken off a few
years fooner, and the being made a fpeQacle to
the world. I do freely forgive all the world,
particularly thofe concerned in taking away my
life; and I defire and conjure all my friends to
think of no revenge, but to fubmit to the holy
will of God, into whofe hands I refign myfelf
intirely.

But
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* But to Jook back a little; I cannot but give
fome touch about the Bill of Exclufion, and fhew
te reafon of my appearing in that bufinefs,
which, in fhort, is this—that [ thought the na-
tion in {uch danger of Pogery, and that the ex-
pefations of 3 popih fucceffor (as I have faid
in parliament) put the King's life likewife in
much dapger, that I faw no way fo effeftual to
fecure both, as fuch a bill. As to the limitationg
that were propofed, if they were fincerely offered,
and had pafled into a law, the Duke then fhould
have been excluded from the power of a King,
and the government quite altered, and little more
than the name of a King left; fo I could not fee
either fip or fault in the one, when all the people
were willing to admit of the other; but thought
it better to have a King with his prerogative, and
the pation eafy and fafe under him, than a King
without it, which would breed perpetual jealonfies
and a continual ftruggle. All this I fay only to
juftify myfelf, pot to inflame others, though ]
cannot but think my earneftnefs in that matter
has bad no {mall influence in my prefent fuffer-
_ings. But I have now done with this world,
and am going to a Kingdom which cannot be
moyed. '

And as to the confpiring to feize the - guards,
which is the crime for which I am condemned,

and which is made a conftru@ive treafon, for ,

taking away the King’s life, to bring it within
P the
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the ftatute of Ed. III. I fhall give this true and
clear account :—1I never was at Mr. Shephard’s
with that company but once, and there was no
undertaking then of fecuring or feizing the
guards, nor any appointed to view or examine
them. Some difcourfe there was of the feafible-
nefs of it ; and feveral times, by accident, in ge-
neral difcourfe elfewhere, I have heard it men-
tioned as a thing might eafily be done, but never
confented to as a thing fit to be done. And I
remember particularly, at my Lord Shaftfbury’s,
there being fome general difcourfe of this kind,
I immediately flew out and exclaimed againft it,
and alked, if the thing fucceeded, what muft be
done next, but maftering the guards and killing
them in cold blood ? whith I looked upon as a
deteftable thing, and fo like a popi/k praflice,
that I could not but abhor it. And at the fame
time, the Duke of Monmouth took me by the
hand, and told me very kindly—My Lord, 7 fee
you and I are of a temper ; did you ever hear fo
horrid a thing? And I muft needs do him juf-
tice to declare, that I ever obferved in him an
abhorrence of all bafe things.

" As to my going to Mr. Shephard’s, I went
with an intention to tafte therry; for he had pro-
mifed to referve for me the next very good piece
he met with when I went out of town; and if
he recolle@s himfelf, he may remember I afked
him about it, and he went and fetched a bottle ;

but
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but when I tafted it, I faid it was hot in the
mouth, and defired that whenever he met with a
choice piece, he would keep it for me, which he
promifed. I enlarge the more upon this, becaufe
Sir George Jeffreys infinuated to the Jury, as if
I had made a ftory about going thither; but I
never faid that was the only reafon. I will now
truly and plainly add the reft.

I was, the day before this meeting, come to
town for two or three days, as I had done once
ot twice before, having a very near and dear re.
lation lying in a languifhing and defperate con-
dition; and the Duke of Monmouth came to
me, and told me, Ac was exiremely glad I was
come lo toww, for my Lord Shafifbury and foeme
hot men would undo ws all. How fo, my Lord?
(I faid).—Why (anfwered he) they will certainly.
do fome diforderly thing or other, if great carc be

not taken ; and therefore, for God’s fake, ufe your

endeavour with your friends to prevent any thing
of this kind. He told me, that there would be
‘company at Mr. Shephard’s that night, and dc-
fired me to be at home in the evening, and
he would call on me, which he did. - And when

I came into the room, I faw Mr. Rumfcy by-

the chimney, though he fwears he came in afier-
wards ; and therc were things faid by fome, with
much more heat than judgment, which I did fuf-
ficiently difapprove; and yet for thefe things I
ftand condemned; but, I thank God, my part

Pz was
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was fincere and well meant. It 'is, I know, ins
ferred from hence, and preffed to me, that I was
acquainted with thefe heats and ill defigns, and
did not difcover them. But this could be but
mifprifion of treafon at moft; fo I die innocent of
the crime I ftand condemned for. I hope no-
body will imagine, that fo mean a thought fhould
enter into me, as to go about to fave myfelf by
accufing others; the part that fome have aBled
lately of that kind, has not been fuch, as to
invite me to love life at fuch a rate,

As for the fentence of death paflfed upon me,
I cannot but think it a very hard one; for no-
thing was {worn againft me (whether true or falfe
I will not now examine) but fome difcourfes
about making fome flirs; and this is not levy-
ing war againft the King, which is treafon by the
Ratute of Edward III. not the confulting and
difcourfing about it ; which was all that is wit-
neffed againft me; but by a fitrange fetch, the
defign of feizing the guards was conftrued a de-
fign of killing the King; and fo I was in that
caft.

And now I have truly and fincerely totd what
my part was in that which cannet be more than
a bare mifprifion ; and yet I am condemned as
guilty of a defign of killing the King. I pray
God, lay not this to the charge, neither of the
King, Council, nor Judges, nor Sheriffs, nor

Juryy and for the witneffes, 1 pity them and

wifh
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wifh them well, I fhall not reckon up the par-
ticulars wherein they did me wrong; I had ra.
ther their own confcience would do that; to
which, and the mercies of God, I leave them:
only I fhall aver, that what I faid of my not
hearing Colonel Rumfey deliver any meflage
from my Lord Shaftfbury, was true; for I al-
ways detefied lying, though never fo much to my
advantage. I hope none will be fo unjuft and
uacharitable, as to think I would venture on it
in thefe my lat words, for which I am foon to
give an account to the great God, the fearcher
of hearts and judge of all things.

From the time of chufing Sheriffs, I con-
cloded the heat in that matter would produce
fomething of this kind; and I am sot much
furprized ‘to find it fall upon me; and I with
what is done to me may put a ftop, and {atiate
fore people’s revenge, and that no more inno-
cent blood be thed ; for I mutft, and do ftill look
upon mine to be fuch, fince I know I was guilty
of no treafon; and therefore I would not be-
tray my innocency by flight, (though much
prefled to it) of which I do not, I thank God,
yet repent, how fatal foever it may have feemed
to have proved to me; for I looked upon my
death in this manner (I thank God) with other
eyes than the world does. I know I faid but
linle at the trial, and I fuppofe it looks more like
.innocerce than guilt. I was alfo advifed not to

P3 : COn-
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confefs matter of fat plainly, fince that certainly
muft have brought me within the guilt of mifpri-
fion: and being thus reftrained from dealing
frankly and openly, I chofe rather to fay littley
than to depart from that ingenuity that, by the
grace of God, I had carried along with me in
the former part of my life ; and fo could eafier be
filent, and leave the whole matter to the con-
{ciences of the Jury, than to make the laft and
folemneft part of my life fo different from the
courfe of it, as the ufing little tricks and eva-
fions muft have been; nor did I ever pretend
to any great readinefs in fpeaking. I wifh thofe
gentlemen of the law, who have it, would make
more confcience in the ufe of it, and net run
men down, and, by ftrains and fetches, impofe
on eafy and willing juries, to the ruin of inno.
cent men; for to kill by forms and fubtilties of
the law, is the worft fort of murder. But I
wifh the rage of hot men, and the partiality of
juries may be ftopped with my blood, which I
would offer up with fo much the more joy, if
I thought I fhould be the laft that were to fuffer
in fuch a way.

~ Since my fentence, I have had few thoughts,
but preparatory ones for death ; yet the impor-
tunity of my friends, and particularly the beft
and deareft wife in the world, prevailed with me
to fign petitions, and make an addrefs for my
life, to which I was ever averfe ; for (I thank

God)
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God) though in all refpe@s I bave lived the
happieft and contentedeft man in the world, (for
now very near fourteen years) yet I am fo wil-
ling to leave all, that it was not without difficulty
that I did -any thing for the faving of my life,
that was begging ; but I was willing to let my
friends fee what power they had over me, and
that I was not obftinate nor {ullen, but would do
any thiny that an honeft man could do for their
fatisfa&tion, which was the only motive that fwayed
or had any weight with me.

And now, to fumup all, as I had not any de-
Gign againft the King’s life, or the life of any man
whatfoever, fo I never was in any contrivance of
altering the government. What the heats, paf-
fions, and vanities of other men have occafioned,
I ought not be refponfible for, nor could I help
them, though I now fuffer for them. But the
will of the Lord be done, into whofe hands I
commend my fpirit! and truft that “ Thou, O
moft merciful Father, haft forgiven all my tranf-
greflions, the fins of my youth, and all the errors
of my patt life, and that Thou wilt not lay my
fecret fins and ignorances to my charge, but' wilt
gracioufly fupport me during that fmall time of
Jife now before me, and aflit me in my laft mo-
ments, and not leave me then to be difordered by
fear, or any other temptations, but make the light
of thy countenance to fhine upon me: Thou art
my fun and my fhield, and as thou fupporteft

P4 me
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me by thy grace, fo I hope thou wilt hereafier
crown me with gloty, and receive me’itito the
fellowfhip of angels and faints, in that bleffed in-
heritance purchafed for thé by my meft merciful
Redeemer, who 1s, 1. truft, at thy right hand,
preparing a place for me, atd is ready to receive
me, into whofe hands 1 commend my fpirit* 1

st ——

Lord Ruffell died as he lived; to the laft the
friend of truth, proteftantifm, and the liberties of
his country. His charafter, as a man of probity,
honour, and virtue, hath hitherto been unexcep-
tionable; it is attefted, we have feen, by thofe
who were very far from approving his political

- principles. Even Sprat, Bifhop of Rochefter,

declared, that he lamented his Lordfhip’s fall,
being full convinced by the Dean of Canterbury
of his great probity, and conftant abhorrence of
falfehood. And, notwithftanding the late attempt
to fully a name fan@ified by fufferings and
blood in the beft of caufes, founded merely on
an umvouched extratt of a letter, which, if genuine,
is acknowledged to have been written by an in-
terefted, unprincipled, mercenary, popifth emif

* This paper gave great offence at coutt. Bumet
was queftioned about it; but Lady Ruffell, in a letter to

the King (inferted in this colleCtion) exculpatéd and jufti-
fied him. .

fary,
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fary, a profeffed enemy to the religion and liber~
ties of the men of whom he wrote #, Lord Ruffell
will ftill be confidered as a difintercfted patron
of liberty, and a man of diftinguithed virtue and
perfe& integrity. Thefe were qualities which
his Lordfhip’s excellent Lady reprefents as pe-
culiarly eminent in him, in her letters, of which
alarge colle@ion is fill extantt, written with an
uncommon force of ftile and fentiment.

Of Lord Ruffell an eminent perfon truly faid,

« That an age would not repair the lofs -to the

nation ; and whofe name fhould never be men.
tioned by Englithmen without fingular refpeét.”
He pafled through, and left this world, with as
great and general a reputation as any one of the
age ; and his memory will be had in grateful and
EVERLASTING REMEMBRANCE.

* Tt is very extraordinary, that from the time in which
Barillon writes fo confidently of his intimacy and intrigues
with the Whigs, or popular party, to the glorious Revo-
lution, there is not the leaft trace of his having had any
other connetion with them. Is not this very fufpicious ?
The many articles of falfe intelligence he fent to Louis
concerning things and occurrences -preceding the Revo.
lution, proved that he was not fo much as acquainted with
their perfons, or exceedingly duped by them.

¥ Prefented to the public view in the following fhects.

Bring

‘cenvil
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Bring every fweeteft flower, and let me firew :
The grave where Ruffell lies, whofe temper’d blood
With calmeft chearfulnefs for thee * refign'd,

Stain'd the fad annals of a giddy reign

Aiming at lawlefs power, tho’ meanly funk

In loofe inglorious luxury. With him

His friend the Britith Caffius + fearlefs bled ;

Of high determin’d fpirit, roughly brave,

By ancient learning, ta the enlighten’d love

Of ancient freedom warm'd.——

Honour and friendfhip attended Lord Ruffell
beyond the grave. Lord Cavendith joined the
hand of his eldeft fon in marriage to one of the
daughters of his deceafed friend.

16 March, 1688-9. An a& for averfing the
attainder of the late Lord Ruffell, received the
royal affent. In the preamble to the bill, (which
was the fecond King William paffed) his execu-
tion is called 2 MURDER.

2 Nov. 1689. The Houfe of Commons ap-
pointed a committee to examine Wwha were the
advifers and promoters of the murder of Lord
Ruffell.

11 May, 1694. His father was created Mar-
quis of Taviftock and Duke of Bedford. The
reafons for beftowing thefe honours upon him are
in part as follow :—(Preamble of the patent)—
« That this was not the leaft, that he was father

* Britannia, t Algernon Sidney.

to
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to Lord Ruffell, the ornament of his age, whofe
great merits it was not enough to tranfmit by
hitory to pofterity, but they (the King and
Queen) were willing to record them in their
royal patent, to remain in the family as a monu-
ment confecrated to his confummate virtue, whofe
name could never be forgot, o long as men pre-
ferved any efteem for fan&ity of manners, great-
nefs of mind, and a love to their country, conftant
even to death., Therefore, to folace his excel-
lent father for fo great a lofs, to celebrate the
memory of fo noble a fon, and to excite his
worthy grandfon, the heir of fuch mighty hopes,
more chearfully to emulate and follow the ex-
ample of his illuftrious father, they intailed this
high dignity upon the Earl and his pofterity.”

A fhort Account of the RusseLL or Beprorn
' Family.

FRANCIS Earl of Bedford had four fons
and four daughters. His fons were William,
his fucceflfor; Francis died unmarried; John,
who was a colonel in the civil wars for
King Charles I. and after the reftoration of
King Charles II. made colonel of the firft re-
giment of foot guards ; and Edward, whofe fon
Edward was one of the number of the nobility
and gentry thai, upon the fatal appearance of

. the

cExix
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the extirpation of religion and liberty, in King
James II. time, went over to the Prince of
Orange, and was by King William made one
of his Privy Council, Admiral Treafurer of the
Navy, and Vice-admiral of England. In 16gs
he gave a total overthrow to the French fleet,
under the commiand of Monf. de Tourville, at
La Hogue, for which, and other fignal fervices,
on the 7th of May, 1697, he was created Baron
of Shingey, Vifcount Barfleur, and Earl of Or-
ford; he held alfo feveral confiderable pofts un-
drr Queen Anne and George I. married the La-~
dy Margaret, youngeft daughter to William the
firft Duke of Bedford, his father’s brother, and
died without iffue, Nov. 26, 1727, in the ysth
year of his age. The Lady Catherine, the eldeft
daughter of Francis Earl of Bedford, was mar-
ried to Robert Lord Brook; the Lady Anne
to George Earl of Briftol; the Lady Margaret
to James Earl of Carlifle, and the Lady Diana
to Francis Lord Newport.

William, in 1641, fucteeded Francis his fa-
ther, and was the fifth Earl of Bedford. Upon the
breaking out of the civil war he was confti-
tuted General of the Parliaments’ horfe, and in

the battle of Edge-hill, 23d O&ober, 1642, com~

mand the body of referve in that army with great
cohdu&t and prowefs: but afterwards diflikiag
the fervice, his-Lordfhip the next year left the

Parliament and went to the King at Oxford, and
from
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from thence attended him to the fiege of Glou-

cefer, and battle of Newbury, and then to Ox~ -

ford again. During the conteft that followed for
feveral years in the kingdom, he lived retired,
but heartily concurred in the reftoration of King
Charles II. In 1672 he was elefled. a Knight
of the Garter. In 1675 he diftinguithed himfelf
by the countenance and fupport he gave to the
Englifh intereft, relative to the teft bill, in which
he was fo brave, that he joined in three of the
protefts. On the 11 May, 1694, he was created
Marquis of Taviftock and Duke of Bedford,
and died September 7, 1500. By Anse, daugh-
ter to Robert Carre, Earl of Somerfet, he had
feven fons and three daughters: Diana, the eldeft,
was firft married to Sir Grevil Verney, Knight of
the Bath, and afterwards to William Lord Aling-
ton; Margaret to Edward Earl of Orford; his
fon William, Lord Ruflell, was unjuftly be-
beaded, July 21, 1683 ; he married Lady Ra-
chael, daughter of the Earl of Southampton,
and left iffue one fon and two daughters; La-
dy. Rachael, the eldeft, was married to William
Lord Cavendifh (afterwards Duke of Devon-
-fhire) ; and the Lady Catherine to John Man-
pers, Lord Roos, afterwards Duke of Rutland.
Wriothefley, the fon, married Elizabeth, only
daughter and heir of John Howland, Efq. (by
Elizabeth, fifter by the half blood to Richard
Earl of Caftlemain) and was thereupon created

I Baron
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Howland of Streatham, June 13, 1695 ; and fucs
ceeding his grandfather in 1700, became Duke
of Bedford, and died of the fmall pox, May 36,
1711, in the g1ft year of his age. By his wife,
(who alfo died of the fmall pox, June 29, 1724,
aged 42*) he had three fonsand two daughtess 3
of which Lady Rachael, the eldeft, was married
to Scroop Egerton, Duke of Bridgewater ; and
Lady Elizabeth to William Capel, Earl of Ef-
fex: of the fons, William died in his infancy.
Wriothefley fucceeded his father as Duke of
Bedford, 1711, and married Lady Anne Egerton,
only daughter of the before-mentioned Scroop

¢ On the 14th of June, 1924, a dreadful fire happened
at Woobur, The Duchefs left the fufferers §ool. in het
will. As it wis fome time before the money was paid,
Lord John Ruffell, (afterwards Duke of Bedford) them
in his 16th year, exprefled his concern to Mr. Holt, the
executor, who obje@ing againft the payment of intereft,
Lord John generoufly faid, ¢ Pay it out of the money
allowed for my expences ;" and accordingly Mr. Holt paid
Edmund Green, one of the treafurers, 550l. viz. 500l her
Grace's legacy, and sol. a gift of Lord John Ruffell, being
the amount of two years intereft thereof ; as appears by an
article in the minute-book, dated gth May, 1726, figned
by Sir John Chefter, Sir Pynfent Chernocke, Bart. and five
other truftees for the fufferers by the fuid fire. It may be
proved by a multitude of inftances, that the late Duke pof-
fefled the fame generous and humane difpofition during his
whole life ; it was peculiarly confpicuous in the clofe of
it, as his laft will evinces.

Duke
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Duke of Bridgewater, by the Lady Elizabeth
Churchill, his firft wife, third daughter and co-
heir to John Duke of Marlborough; but dying
without iffue, O&ober 23, 1732, his only furviv-
ing brother John became Duke of Bedford, born
September 30, 1710, who married firft the Lady
Diana Spencer, grand-daughter to John Duke of
Marlborough, and younger daughter of Charles
late Earl of Sunderland; fhe dying in 1733,
greatly lamented, (among her other valuable qua~
lities, the was a fteady and true friend to the
poor) he afterwards married the Lady Gertrude,

cexxiil

daughter of John Earl Gower, by whom he had -

Francis and Caroline, the latter married George

Spencer, Duke of Marlborough; Francis, Mar- -

quis of Taviftock, June 7, 1764, married Lady
Kepel, daughter of William Earl of Albemarle,
by whom he had three fons, Francis, John, and
William ; the eldeft born in 1765, became Duke
of Bedford 1771, at the death of his grandfather,
{to whom he fucceeded) his father dying in March
1767, of a fall in hunting. Lady Taviftock was
inconfolable, and languifhed till O&ober, when
fhe died at Lifbon. They had lived in perfe&t
barmony and affeion; and for their amiable,
excellent difpofitions, were univerfally beloved,
refpe&ed, and honoured.

A Jhort




ecxxiv

INTRODUCTION.

A fhort Account of the Sovrmamrron (Lady
Russerr’s) Family.

HENRY WRIOTHESLEY, Earl of Southe
ampton, is faid to have been the moft polite ge-
nius of 3 kind of Auguflen age, when wit and
fine learning flourifhed in Shakefpeare, Spencer,
Raleigh, &c. He was fo remarkable a patron of
the ingenious, 3s to have made Shakefpeare at
one time a prefent of 1000l. to aid him in the
compleating of a purchafe ; and not without reg-
fon, is fuppofed to have had a hand in his finefk
performances. He died, 32 James I. His eldef}
daughter, Penclope, was married to William
Lord Spencer, of Wormleighton, father of Heary,
created Ear] of Sunderland by King Charles I,
and flain in his fervice, at the battle of New-
bury, A. D. 1643. His fon Thomas, by Eli-
zabeth Vernon, fiter to Sir Robert Vernon, of
Hodnet, Knight, came to the title an infang,
whofe charafler is thus drawn by Lord Claren-
don :—** The Earl of Southampton was, indeed,
a great man in all refpefs, and brought very
much reputation to the King’s (Charles I.) caufe.
He was of a nature much inclined to melancholy,
and being born a younger brother, and his fa-
ther and his eldeft brother dying upon the point
together, while he was but a boy, he was at firft
much troubled to be called my Lord, and with
the noife of attendance, fo much he then de-

lighted
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lighted to be alone. He had a great fpirit; he
had never had any converfation in the court,
nor obligation to it; on the contrary, he had
undergone fome hardfhips from it, which made it
believed that he would have been ready to have
taken all occafions of being fevere to it; and
therefore, in the beginning of the parliament, no
man was more courted by the managers of thofe
defigns. He had great diflike of the high courfes
which had been taken by the government, and
a particular prejudice to .the Earl of Strafford
for fome exorbitant proceedings. But as foon
as he faw the ways of reverence and duty towards
the King declined, and the profecution of the
Earl of Strafford to exceed the limits of juftice,
he oppofed them vigoroufly in all their proceed-
ings. He was a man of great fharpnefs of judg-
ment, a very quick apprehenfion, and that readi-
nefs of expreffion upon any fudden debate, that

no man delivered himfelf more advantageoully -

and more efficacioufly with the hearers; fo that
no man gave them more trouble in his oppofi-
tion, or drew fo many to a concurrence with him
in opinion. He had no relation to, or depend-
ance upon the court, or purpofe to have any, but
wholly purfued the public intereft. It waslong
before he could be prevailed with to be a coun-
fellor, and longer before he would be admitted
to be of the bed-chamber, and received both ho-
nours, the rather becaufe, after he had refufed

Q to
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- to take a proteflation, which both houfes had ot.

dered to be taken by all their members; they
had likewife voted, that no man fhould be cae
pable of any preferment in church or ftate, who
refufed to take the fame; and he would fhew
how much he contemned thofe votes. He went
with the King to York, was moft folicitous for
the offer of peace at Nottingham, and was with
him at Edge-hill, and came and ftaid with him
at Oxford to the end of the war, taking all op-
portunities to advance all motions towards peace;
and as no man was more punétual in performing
his own duty, fo no man bad more melancholy
apprehenfions of the iffue of the war.”

Burnet calls him a man of great virtue and

- good parts, of a lively imagination and found

judgment, who had merited much by his conftant
adherence to the King’s intereft during the war,
and the large remittances he made him in his
exile. Oldmixon mentions bim thus—< That
right noble, and virtuous peer, the Earl of South-
ampton, whofe loyalty was not more exemplary
than his love to his country, he faid to Chancel-
lor Hyde, it is to you we owe all we either feel
or fear; for if you had not poflefled us in all
your letters with fuch an opinion of the King,
(Charles II.) we would have taken care to put
it out of his power, either to do himfelf or us any
mifchief, which 1s like to be the effe@ of our
trufting him fo entirely.” Burnet jufly ftiled

him—
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him—* A faft friend to the public——the wife and
virtuous Earl of Southampton, who deferved
every thing the King could give him.”

At the reftoration he was made Lord High
Treafurer, which he is faid to have executed
with great integrity and addrefs. He died May
16, 1667. By his firft wife, Rachael, (daughter
of Henry de Mafley, Baron of Rouvigny, and
fifier to the Marquis of Rouvigny, father of
Henry Earl of Galaway) he had Elizabeth, mar-
ried to Edward Noel, afterwards Baron Wrio-
thefley of Tichfield, Vifcount Campden, Earl of
Gainfborough ; Rachael, married firft to Francis
Lord Vaughan, eldeft fon to Richard Earl of
Carbery, and afterwards, about 1669, to William
Lord Ruflell, fon of William Earl of Bedford,
By his fecond wife, Elizabeth, daughter of Francis
Leigh, Earl of Chichefter, he had Elizabeth, mar-
ried, firft, to Joceline Piercy, the eleventh and
laft Earl of Northumberland, afterwards to Ralph
Earl (and in 1705 Duke) of Montague.

The Marquis of Rouvigny, though a proteft-
ant, was Ambaflador from France to England in
1674 ; but being looked on by the Duke of York
with an evil eye, he procured his recal. In 1685
he was Deputy-general of the reformed churches
in France, and pleaded ftrongly, in a full au-
dience, before Louis XIV. in favour of tolera-
tion, but to no purpofe. He came to England,
July 1685, to folicit the reftoration of his great

Q2 nephew
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Tindal.

(William Lord Ruffell’s fon) to the honouts
which his father had forfeited. One of his fons
was killed at the battle of the Boyne, July ift,
1690 ; the other, who had been inftrumental in
the reduétion of Ireland, was by King William
created Earl of Galway; he was Lieutenant-
general in Piedmont, and Envoy Extraordinary
to the Duke of Savoy. When old Rouvigny,
his father, died, he offered his fervice to the
King, who unwillingly accepted of it, becaufe he
knew that an eftate which his father had in France,
and of which he ftill had the income, would be
immediately confifcated; but he had no regard
to that, and heartily engaged in the King’s fer-
vice, and was afterwards employed in many emi~
nent pofts, in all which he acquitted himfelf with
great reputation, and was alfo deemed a man of
eminent virtue, great piety, and zeal for religion.
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*'TO THE MOST NOBLE

J O H N,

DUKE OF BEDFORD,

MARQUIS OF TAVISTOCK, EARL OF
BEDFORD, LORD RUSSELL, BARON
RUSSELL OF THORNHAUGH, BARON
HOWLAND OF STREATHAM, LORD
LIEUTENANT OF THE COUNTY OF
BEDFORD, AND ONE OF HIS MA JES-
TY'S PRINCIPAL SECRETARIES OF
STATE.

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR GRACE,

THESE are copies of my Lady Ruffell’s let-
ters from the originals. All thofe to Doétor
Fitzwilliam, were by him returned in one packet
to her Ladythip, with his defire they might be
printed for the benefit of the public. Thofe to
the Earl of Galway were preferved by his Lord-
fhip. One to King William was found in his
pocket, and thofe to others are minutes or co-
pies, all of her Ladyfhip’s hand-writing. Thou-
fands that deferved a much better fate, are not
to be recovered.

Do&or Burnetto my Lady Ruffell, writes—
“ I know you a& upon noble and worthy prin-

Q4 ciples
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« ciples, and you have fo ftrange a way of ex-
« prefing yourfelf, that I fincerely acknowledge
“ my pen is apt to drop out of my hand when I
“ begin to write to you, for I am very fenfible
¢« I cannot rife up to your ftrain, &c®.” Again,
when Bifhop of Salifbury, he fays—* As I have
« met with all the noble marks of a moft oblig-
“ ing goodnefs and friendfhip, fo no heart can
« poffibly be fuller of a deep fenfe of it than
“ mine is: and as long as I live I will reckon
« myfelf as much a property to you, as any thing
“ can be that eats your bread; and you and
« yours may depend upon all that I can ever
“ do, as much as if I were bought with your
“ money t.”

Doéttor John Tillotfon (afterwards Archbithop
of Canterbury) writes,—* I need not to tell your
« Ladyfhip, how little reckoning is to be made
« of any of the comforts of this world. All
“ our hopes but that of another are built upon
“ uncertainty and vanity.  Till we come to the
“ region above, we fhall never be out of the reach
« of ftorms and tempefts; thither let us always
« be afpiring, and prefling forwards towards that
“ blefled ftate: but why do I fay this to one
« that hath a much more lively fenfe of thefe
« thingst P

® Page252.  t+Page 465.  $ Page 408.

The
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The Princefs of Orange fays— I am fure I
* may learn from yours to confider God’s Pro-
% vidence in fuch a manner as to make it eafy ®.*

Do8or Simon Patrick, afterward Bifhop of
Ely, writes, «I intend to read over the fame
“ authors which your Ladyfhip names, and if
« your Ladyfhip pleafes to impart fome of your
« thoughts upon any paffages, I fhall value them
« as mifers are wont to do their treafure, who
« envy the fight of it to all the world befides t.”
And Judge Vaughan faid to me—* He never
« knew man nor woman fpeak better than Lady
« Ruffell.”

Thofe high teftimonies, and the confervation
of thefe few remaining letters, which, with their
excellent ufe, tranfmit to pofterity part of fo great
.a charalter in its own luftre, as your Grace’s
ever to be honoured anceftor, The Right Ho-
nourable Rachel hady Ruffell’s, give me affu-
rance, that your Grace will accept of, and be
well pleafed with this TrRANscRIPT.

I am,
Your Grace’s moft dutiful,
And moft obedient fervant,

THOMAS SELLWOOD.
A.D. 1748.

* Page 396. t Page 271.
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LETTER [

Lapy Russerr 1o Dr. FrrzwirLrLiam®,

‘THOUGH I am very earneft to hear, good
Doftor, how my brothert is after his journey,
and melancholy welcome home, yet I had not
troubled you fo very foon, if fome difcourfe
with Lord Shaftefbury} had not occafioned it,

who

* A divine, for whom Lady Ruffel had a great efteem
and friendfhip ; he had been chaplain to her father, as he
was afterwards to the Duke of York ; re@or of Cotten-
ham, in Cambridgefhire, and canon of Windfor; which
preferments he loft after the revolution, upon refufal of the
caths.  Birch’s Life of Tillotfon.

+ Lord Noel, who married Lady Ruffel’s eldeft fifter,
and was afterwards Earl of Gainfborough.

1 Anthony Atfhley Cowper, Earl of Shaftefbury, who
married Margaret, daughter of William Lord Spencer, and
Penclope Wriothefley ; on being difappointed in his politi-

cal
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who coming here, was much concerned to find
they could have no meeting with my brother, to
adjuft things as they defired; but fince he did
not apply himfelf to do it, they hope he is fatisfied
how they muft proceed, in order to their truft;
and telling me it was neceffary they fhould fpeak

with

cal fthemes, he retired to Holland (though he had been a
bitter enemy ta that ftate) in November, 3682, where he
languifhed about fix weeks, furrounded with a few mifera-
ble refugees, and then gave up the ghoft, January 1682-3.
Ralph fays, here let the man of eminent rank, title, for-
tune, capacity, greatnefs, and importance, paufc and reflect
one moment ferioufly and folemnly, on the eminent vanity
of all thofe coveted and envied poffeffions, when they be-
come the proftitutes of ambition. Ambition was Lord
Shaftefbury’s idol; to ambition he facrificed all things ;
ambition made him a courtier; ambition made him a
patriot ; and to ambition, though not after the ufual form,
he died a martyr. Mr. Locke afcribes to him a noble
faying, viz. * That it is not the want of knowledge, but
the perverfenc(s of the will, that fills men’s ations with
folly, and their lives with diforder.” And it is greatly to
be lamented, that he did not apply it to the regulation of
his own life; in which cafe it had probably proved but
one continued fcene of happinels and glory to himfelf, and
had been meafured by an uninterrupted feries of fervices
to his country ; whereas, by making all his powers and
faculties the flaves of his paffions, he was the inftrument of
tyranny when in power, and of confufion when out; was
ever expofed to troubles and difappointments; and was
always more hated than beloved by his own affociates.
Rapin calls him one of the greateft geniuffes England had

produced
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-with the perfon who managed the eftate, and un-
derftood it beft, I thought it fit to let my brother
know it, and fo if he pleafe the fame perfon (who
I fuppofe to be Holloway) may bring up the pa~
-pers; and being by fo fafe a meffenger, my bro-
ther may confider whether he will not fend the
~original ones ; for their council fays, they muft
be here, before they can do any thing effeQually.

produced for many years ; and adds, This is the teftimony
equally given him by friends and enemies.
" It muft be allowed, that notwithftanding all his incon-
ftancy, party rage, diffimulation, and ruinous ambition, he
was one of the moft able and upright Judges that ever pre-
fided in the Court of Chancery. Smollt.

In 1695, Lord Afhley (grandfon of the above-mentioned
great Earl of Shaftefbury), at prefent famous for his moral
trads, entitled Characterifiics, being returned a member for
Poole, in Dorfetthire (while the bill for regulating trials in
‘cafes of high treafon was depending) and attempting to utter
a premeditated fpeech in favour of that claufe of the bill
which allowed the prifoner the bencfit of counfel, fell into
fuch a diforder, that he was not able to proceed : but having
at length recovered his fpirits, and together with them the
command of his faculties, he drew fuch an argument from
his own confufion, as more advantaged his caufe than all
the powers of eloquence could have done: ¢ For (faid he)
if I, who had no perfonal concern in the queftion, was fo
overpowered with my own apprchenfions, that I could not
find words or voice to exprefs myfclf, what muft be tle
cafe of one whofe life depended on his own abilities to de-
fend it?” Rafph. This happy turn did great ftrvice in
promoting that excellent bill,

Rut

237

A. D.
1679.



238

A. D.

.:6.79.

LADY RUSSELL'’S

But my brother will, however, think fit to keep
attefted copies, and haften thofe he fends up as
foon as poffible. This is what their council ad-
vifes upon them as neceffary, and abfolutely fo.
My Lord prefents his fervice to my brother 3
I do fo too; and heartily pray to God to comfort
him in his forrows, and dire& bim in all his

attions.
I am, good Doé&or,

Your humble fervant,
6 March, 1679-80. R. RUSSELL.

My kindeft fervice to all the dear young ones.

LETTER II

Lapy Russerr to Dr. FitzwiLLiAM,

AS unpleafing reports feldom mifs reaching our
ears, fo did not that of your ficknefs many days
before I could hear how it had pleafed God to
difpofe of you; which I applied myfelf to do
(with a real concern) by my fifter Allington, the
beft way I could think on; and did learn from
her the hopes of your recovery, which is better
for us that you fhould abide in the flefh, though I
am perfuaded you might fay, it had been better
for you to depart, and to be with Chrift! I was
glad, good Doétor, to fee a letter under your own
hand; but now you muft fuffer a little rebuke,
why you would not dire& it tome : I am refolved

to return my thanks no other way for your fine
cheefes,
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cheefes, which are a large flock for the whole

winter. 4

A true friend, I find, will not be difcouraged,
or certainly you would, from the toil of a jour-
ney to Titchfield (being weak) at this time of
year. I wifh it may be for the good you defign,
and then, I believe, your refpet and kindnefs
both for the living and the dead will leave you
no room for repentance. I am doubtful if this
paper will find you, and therefore fhall not en-

large, but fign myfelf,
‘ Sir,
Your ever faithful friend and fervant,
20 September, 1680. R. RUSSELL.

I defire your good prayers in refpeft to my
prefent condition ; I now drawing near my
time, looking next month.

LETTER IIL

Lapy Russerr To Dr, FiTzwiLLIANM.

IWAS fenfibly troubled, Sir, at the reading
your letter, to find you feized with a frefh dif-
temper: felf-intereft makes me lament it, for fuch
muft the concerns of my dear fifter’s children ever
be to me. But I can fincerely aflure you, I am
forry Doétor Fitzwilliam labours under the fuf-
ferings of bodily pains; though the freenefs of
the mind, and the reafoning, and comfortable re-

. flctions
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A. D. B . N N . .‘
AD.  fleflions you are able to make, are inexpref-

fible comforts, which others want, and few can
attain to. Lord grant I may obtain in the day of
trial, a refigned will and a ftrong belief! How
‘happy then was the day of my birth, which began
that of an eternal blifs! With what joy fhall we
praife God for ever! And in this contemplation,
how light fhould all worldly afflitions feem to
us! But here my heart condemns me, who can-
not overcome in any degree, as I ought, the late
lofs of my loved fifter. I pray God forgive my
weaknefs, and that it may not provoke him to try
me with greater croffes. Join with me, good
Doflor, as alfo that God would affift ‘me in my
approaching time ¥,

My fifter Allington was yefterday brought to
bed of a fine boy. I wifh heartily to hear you
are releafed of your ill companion. The Jefuits’

- Powder is here the infallible cure, and held moft
fafe to be taken by the beft doétors.

_ I am, Sir,
Your very faithful friend and fervant,
& Oélober, 1680. R. RUSSELL.

# Lady Ruflll, on the 1ft of November, 1680, was
brought to bed of a fqn, afterwards Duke of Bedford, fa-
ther of the prefent Duke of Bedford. A. D. 1748.

LET-
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LETTER IV.

Lapy Russerr 1o Dr. FiTzwiLLiaM.

YOUR letters are ftill the welcome meflengers
of good news to me, good Doftor, and the good
will I know you fend them with, engages my re-
ceiving them the more kindly; and my beft
thanks due to you for them; but where our
thiefeft thanks fhould be paid, I defire that
neither myfelf, nor thofe concerned near as I
was, may forget our duty. With your ufual fa-
vour, oblige me by prefenting my fervice chear-
fully to my brother; I hope he ftill improves in
his health. That they may both rejoice many
years in the well-being of one another, is the
earneft prayer of .
Their humble fervant and yours,

Tuefday Morning. R. RUSSELL.

LETTER V.

Lapy Russerr’s LerTter To THE KiIne
(Craries IL.)
[General Di. wol. viii. p. 820.—Biog. Brit. wol. v. p. 3538.]

Indorfed by her, « My Letter to the King a few days
after my dear Lord’s death,)

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR MAJESTY,

I rinD my hufband’s enemies are not appeafed
with his blood, but ftill continue to mifreprefent
him to your Majefty. *Tis a great addition to

R my
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my forrows, to hear your Majefty is prevailed

"upon to believe, that the paper he delivered to

the Sheriffe at his death, was not his own. 1
can truly fay, and am ready in the folemneft
manner to atteft that [ during his imprifonment*]
I often heard him difcourfe the chiefeft matters
contained in that paper, in the fame expreffions
he therein ufes, as fome of thofe few relations
that were admitted to him, can likewife aver.
And fure ’tis an argument of no great force, that
there is a phrafe or two in it another ufes, when
nothing is more common than to take up fuch
words we like, or are accuftomed to in our con-
verfation. I beg leave further to avow to your
Majefty, that al that is fet down in the paper °
read to your Majefty on Sunday night, to be
fpoken in my prefence, is exallly truet; as I
doubt not but the reft of the paper is, which
was written at my requeft ; and the author of it
in al his converfation with my hufband, that 1
was privy to, fhowed himfelfe a loyal fubjeét to
your Majefty, a faithful friend to him, and a
moft tender and confcientious minifter to his
foule. I do therefore humbly beg your Majefty
would be fo charitable to beleve, that he who

® The words included in the brackets are croffed out.

4 It contained an account of all that paffed between Dr.
Burnet and his Lordfhip, concerning his laft fpeech and
paper. It is called the Journal in the Hiftory of his Own
Time, vol. 1. p. §62.

mn
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in al his life was obferved to att with the greateft
clearnefle and finggrity, would not at the point of
death doe fo difingenious and falfe a thing as to
deliver for his own, what was not properly and
exprefsly fo. And if, after the lofle in fuch a
manner of the beft hufband in the world, I were
capable of any confolation, your Majefty only
could afford it by having better thoughts of him,
which when I was fo importunat to fpeak with
your Majefty, I thought T had fom reafon to
beleve 1 fhould have inclined you to, not from
the credit of my word, but upon the evidence

"o 243

A.D:
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of what I had to fay. I hope I have writ nothing -

in this that wil difpleafe your Majefty. If I
have, I humbly beg of you to confider it as com-
ing from a woman amazed with grief; and that
you wil pardon the daughter of a perfon who
ferved your Majefty’s father in his greateft ex-
tremityes, [and your Majefty in your greateft
pofts] and one that is not confcious of having
ever done any thing to offend you [before], I
fhall ever pray for your Majefty’s long life and
happy reign.
Who am, with al humility,
May it pleafe your Majefty, &c.

Rs LET-
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LETTER VI

LAapy Russerr To Dr. FrrzwiLL1AM.

I NEED not tell you, good Doftor, haw little
capable I have been of fuch an exercife as this®.
Yoy will foon find how unfit I am ftill for it,
fince my yet difordered thoughts can offer me no
other than fuch words as cxprefs the deepeft for-
rows, and confufed, as my yet amazed mind is.
But fuch men as you, and particularly one fo
much my friend, will, I know, bear with my
weaknefs, and compaffionate my diftrefs, as you
have already done by your good letter, and ex-
cellent prayer. I endeavour to make the beft
ufe I can of both; but I am fo evil and unwor-
thy a creature, that though I have defires, yet L
have no difpofitions, or worthinefs, towards re-
ceiving comfort. You that knew us both, and
how we lived, muft allow I have juft caufe to
bewail my lofs. I know it is common with
others to lofe a friend ; but to have lived with fuch
a one, it may be queftioned how few can glory
in the like happinefs, fo confequently lament the
like lofs. Who can but fhrink at fuch a blow,
till by the mighty aids of his holy fpirit, we will
let the gift of God, which he hath put into our

* Lord Ruffell, her hufband, was executed, or rather
rourdered, July 21, 1683.

Rearts,
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hearts, interpofe ? That reafon which fets 2 mea~
fure to our fouls in profperity, will then fuggeft
many things which we have feen and heard, to
moderate us in fuch fad circumftances as mine.
But, alas! my underftanding is clouded, my faith
weak, fenfe ftrong, and the devil bufy to fill my
thoughts with falfe notions, difficulties, .and
doubts, as of a future condition* of
prayer: but this I hope to make matter of hu-
miliation, not in. Lord let me underftand the
reafon of thefe dark and wounding providences,
that I fink not under the difcouragements of my
" own thoughts: I know I have deferved my pu-
nifhment, and will be filent under it ; but yet fe-
eretly my heart mourns, too fadly I fear, and
cannot be comforted, becaufe I have not the dear
companion and fharer of all my joys and forrows.
I want him to talk with, to walk with, to eat and
fleep with ; all thefe things are irkfome to me
now ; the day unwelcome, and the night fo too;
all company and meals I would avoid, if it might
be; yet all this is, that I enjoy not the world in
my own way, and this fure hinders my comfort;
when I fee my children before me, I remem-
ber the pleafure he took in them; this makes my
heart fhrink. Can I regret his quitting a leffer
good for a bigger? O! if I did ftedfaftly be-
lieve, I could not be dejeted ; for I will not in-

#* Two or three words torn off.

Rg jure
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:6'8?.' jure myfelf to fay, I offer rhy mind any inferior

<onfolation to fupply this lofs. No; I moft wil-
lingly forfake this world—this vexatious, trouble-~
fome world, in. which I have no other bufinefs,
but to rid my foul from fin ; fecure by faith and
a good conicience my eternal interefts; with pa-
tience and courage bear my eminent misfortunes,
and ever hereafter be above the fmiles and frowns
of it. And when I have done the remnant of
the work appointed me on earth, then joyfully
wait for the heavenly perfe&ion in God’s good
time, when by his infinite mercy I may be ac-
counted worthy to enter into the fame place of
reft and repofe, where he is gone, for whom only
I grieve I do* fear. From that con-
templation muft come my beft fupport. Good
Doélor, you will think, as you have reafon, that
I fet no bounds, when I let myfelf loofe to my
complaints ; but I will releafe you, firft fervently
alking the continuance of your prayers for

Your infinitely affli&ted,
But very faithful fervant,

Wobarne Abby, ) R. RUSSELL.

‘80 September, 1683.

* A werd torn off.

LET-
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LETTER VIL

Dr. Fitzwirriam to Lapy RysseLL.
Mapan,

A FORTNIGHT ago I received a letter from

your honour, which by its date, the 3oth of the '

laft, thould have been near the fame meafure of
time coming to me; and the reafon why I de-

ferred the acknowledgment of it to this minute,

was to have gained time to return fuch an an-
fwer to it which fhould have been accompanied
with a little treatife fuited to your circumftancess:

but the want of leifure, occafioned through the

deftitution of a curate by illnefs, and the con-
fumption of my time in correfling feveral copies
of a fermon fent me from London with a great
many errors of the prefs, hath hitherto obftru&ted
that defign; and I have now no more (becaufe
I will defer the cognition of your excellent let-
~ ter, freighted with divine thoughts, no longer)
than will ferve me barely to name the heads of
thofe confiderations, which, through God’s fpirit
fetting them home upon your heart, may fortify
you with patience, to fupport your condition,
as fad as you reprefent it to yourfelf, and have
been pleafed to do in pathetical expreffions to
me. And if they fhall have any way this ope-

ration on you, or difpofe you but to that, I fhall, -

Ry upon

.
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upon your intimatingifo much, cloath thefe dry

bones with fleth and {kin, and give them fome
complexion, and laft of all, after your ufe, to

. whom I devote them firft, if they may be made

fubfervient to that of others in the fame or like
cafe, make them public. Thofe, or at leaft fome
of thofe, I fhall infift upon, you fhall find here
annexed, with a prayer to be addrefs’d to Chrift
Jefus, to enable ybu to imitate the admirable ex-
ample of patience, charity, &c. he fet you. But
though this hath been long a coming, and comes
maimed and imperfe&, I hope it will not be the
lefs acceptable to your Ladyfhip, or at leaft the
lefs pardonable.

I am, Madam, upon the account you fuggeft,
of knowing in what entire friendfhip you and
your Lord lived together, moft ready to acknow-
ledge your lofs of him, as well as your manner of
lofing him, to be very affliting; and, to allow you
cannot have too deep a fenfe of it, while it pro-
cceds from the value and eftimation a wife ought
to have for a dear hufband; but then I muft add,
your thoughts may dwell too long upon that dif-
confolatc theme, and fo prejudice both your body
and your foul, your natural life and your fpiri-
tual ; for, as the fenfe is hurt with converfing too
long with a Qchemgnt obje&t, though it pleafeth,
the eye, for example, by gazing too much, or
too long on light, fo may the mind, by a conti-
nued meditation on grief, tho' it’s delighted

© with
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vith the contemplation, and the body fo mace-
rated as not only to he made unferviceable ta
the mind, but to render that {o ta herfelf,

This way I am afraid you offend; and then it
is, when your thoughts have been faddened to
3 great degree, by a long fixation on the doleful
obje&t, fuppofe, that they pafs into black and dif-
mal ones of queftioning God’s providence, and a
future flate, the devil facilitating the paffage,
vhich almoft feems natural, with his fuggeftions
then.

And yet, while he is bufy to amufe you with
thefe, God’s grace, as you moft chriftianly ob-
ferve, powerfully fteps in to corre&t them, by
putting you upon humbling yourfelf for the rif-
ing, or his injeftion of fuch an impiety, and en-
ables you to concur with that motion, in having
akind of hatred and deteftation of yourfelf for
them.

In this fenfe, God brings good out of evil ; and,
as I remember, the devout St. Auftin, in his con-
fefions, mentions this as the benefit of fin re-
pented of. He means, that it begets humility ;
and no doubt but God permits many exalted
Chriffians in the degrees towards perfeftion, to
fall fometimes into fome grofs, fcandalous fin, to
abate their more dangerous fpiritual pride. I do
not charge fuch imaginations as thefe, when they
enter into youg mind, but that yields not its con-
fent to them, as dire@, downright fins; nor are

you
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you, Madam, to do fo ; but however you are to
lament them as you do, as the unhappy effe@s of
corruption, and endeavour immediately to fup-

prefs them, and rejef them with difdain.
Towards getting rid of fuch importunate, trou-
blefome guefts, you can take no more fuccefsfull
method than to transfer your thoughts from the
fad obje& which occafionally excited them, to
others; as firft, to the making refle&tion on the
emptinefs of the world, when moft enjoyed, in
one refpedt, that it yields no fatisfation, and its
fruitfulnefs in another, that it produces briars and
thorns without number, to fcratch and tear the
mind. Hereby you will gain another important
advantage. Wean yourlelf from it; and if you
are {o weancd,” you may rather thank God than
complain that you have been afflited, even by
the difpenfation which makes you heavy, fince
taking him out of the world whom you loved moft
in it, hath quite taken away your affeftions to-
wards it. But becaufe this contemplation, by
accident, may produce impatienee, render you
weary of continuing in a world of vanity and
trouble, and where you want the defire of your
eyes; you are, in the next place, as you do like-
wife pra&ife, to afcend thither with your medi-
tations where faith alone, and not reafon, can
mount them; I mean place them on that happi-
nefs above, which is perfe@, and not to be dif-
turbed by the interpofition of ill accidents, eter-
nal,
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nal, and not to be concluded by time, referved
for you and*® '

LETTER VIIL
Doctor BurNeTt TOo LADY RUssELL.

I WAS juft fitting down to write an anfwer to
your Ladyfhip’s former letter, when I received
your laft, fo now I have two upon me, and there-
fore I hope you will be fo good as to forgive the
length of this, fince the bearer is fure, I will fay
many things on which I would not venture by the
ordinary conveyance. I muft begin with your
laft. I fee I was not miftaken in thinking, I durft
venture on faying, what occurred to me on a thing
- which in itfelf was highly good and charitable, but

* The remainder gone,

t After Lord Ruffell’s death, Do&or Bumett was by
Charles the Second’s order, difcharged from preaching the
Thurfday leQure at St. Clement’s; and for a fermon
preached on the 5th of November, on the words—* Save
me from the lion’s mouth, thou haft heard me from the
homs of the unicorns ;” which was thought of dangerous
conftru@ion, becaufe the lon and unicorn were the two
fupporters of the King'’s fcutcheon, he was by ariother order
difmiffed from being preacher of the Rolls; and having
fuch public marks of jealoufy fet on him, he thought it
convenient to withdraw, and went out of England, 1684.

Burnet's Hiftery.

in
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infuch an age might, as I judged, not look fo well.
I can truly fay the vaft veneration I have for your
Ladyfhip, both upon his account to whom you
were {o dear, and on your own, which increafeth
with every letter I receive from you, makes me
impatient if any thing fhould occur that might be
matter of cenfure. I know you a& by noble and
worthy principles, and you have fo ftrange a way
of exprefling yourfelf, that I fincerely acknow-
ledge my pen is apt to drop out of my hand when
I begin to write ta you, for I am very fenfible I
cannot rife up to your ftrain. I am confident
God has not beftowed fuch talents on you, and
taken fuch pains, both by kind and fevere provi-
dences, to diftinguith you from moft other wo-
men in the world, but on a defign to make you
an inftrument of much good; and I am very glad
you intend to employ fo much of your own time
in the education of your children, that they fhall
need no other governefs; for, as it is the greateft
part of your duty, fo it will be a noble entertain-
ment to you, and the beft diverfion and cure of
your wounded and wafted fpirits. I long fo
much to fee your Ladythip, and them about you,
in this employment, that I hope you will pardon
me, if I beg leave to come down and wait on
you, when the Mafter of the Rolls goes out of
town; for, fince it was not thought fit that F
fhould go on with the Thur{day’s le@ure, I am
mafter of my own time during the weeks of the

vacation ;
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vacation; and I will efteem that which I hope
to pafs at Woborne as the beft of them.

I will not touch in all this letter your deep and
ever-green and tender wound. I believe the
touching of it in the fofteft manner, gives more
pain than all I can fay about it can mitigate, and
therefore I fhall fay no more of it, but that it
comes in as a large part of my beft thoughts that
God would give you fuch an inward fenfe of his
love, and of the wifdom and kindnefs of his pro-
vidence, and of the blefled ftate to which he has
raifed that deareft part of yourfelf, and whither
the reft will follow in due time, that all thefe
things may f{wallow up the bitter fenfe of the ter-
rible ftroke you lie under, and may poffefs you
with thofe true and folid joys that are the only
proper cure for fo deep a wound. But I will
dwell no longer on fo difmal a fubjeét, for I am
afraid you dwell too much on it.

Now, the bufinefs of the printer* is at an end,
and confidering how it was managed, it has dwin-
dled to a very fmall fine, which one may well fay
was either too much or too little.  The true de-
fign of the profecution was to find me in it, and

* John Darby, the printer, having been conviGted of
printing a libel, called Lord Ruffell’s Speech, made his fub-
miffion this term, Feb. 1683-4, and was fined but 20
marks, '

Salmon’s Chron. Hift.

fo
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fo the printer was tampered with much ta name
the author. '

I have never taken notice to your Ladyfhip of
the quick fenfe I faw you exprefled in a letter
to Mr. Hofkins on that head ; but I had o fure
bearer till Mr. Pordage went down, and it did
not then occur to my thoughts. I hope you be-
lieve I have all the juft and high fenfe of that con-
cern that becomes me, and would have been very
little troubled, though they could have ®

g Feb. 1683.

LETTER IX.

_Lapy Russxrr To Dr. FiTzwILLIAM.

I HAVE received, 'good Doétor, your friendly
letter and excellent prayers, indeed, very excel-
lent ones ; and alltha’ neither could have come

too foon, yet I could not wonder they ftaid fo

long. The rigour of the feafon has been ex-
treme as ever was known fure in England, orin
thefe parts of the world ; but a little time of pa-
tience has carried us through all the inconve-
niencies and hardfhip of it, yet not without very
great and very fharp fufferings to numbers of the
poorer fort; the confideration of which is a moft
fit contemplation for my fad thoughts, whofe fuf-

* What followed is cut off.

ferings
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ferings of another nature will have a like period ;
and, by faith and truft in God, a happy one, when
I fhall for ever (as is my hope my loved Lord is
now) be enabled to perform the everlafting race
of obedience, which here, by reafon of thofe
firong impreffions things in this life of fenfe make
upon us, is much weakened. But I am much en-
couraged by your allowing that I have a jult fenfe
of forrow, and that you faw not my mourning fo
much to be condemned as you apprehended they
were; it excites me better to ftruggle for my
duty, than, when doing all I can, to think I do
foill, that I may have reafon to be amazed, and
fear a punifhment in both ftates; but my mercie
ful father truly knows the fharpnefs of my for-
rows, and the weaknefs of my perfon, not fitted
to ftand out againft fuch ftorms; but with his help
we can do all things. As to the two points your
letter, Doflor, infifts upon, I will firft fay for
myfelf, I am very confident I fhall ever fo take
cither the reproof, caution, or advice of a friend
in fuch a manner, as I fhall never lofe a friend
for alting the part of one to me, who fhall make
at leaft this advantage by finding fuch, that I fhall
be fubje&t to the fewer deliberate follys; by fud-

den a@ts, I expe& to be guilty of many, left to .

the trouble and diftra&ion of choice alone, as I
muft now be. Therefore, good Do&or, let me
engage you to continue the fame way of proceed-
ing, though I may not always comply with what

you
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you offer to me, yet that may be beft for me, if
I could difcern it fo. Now for the firft particu-
lar concerning a chaplain, I fhall not be untraft-
able. I told you I could not live under my
difireffes without one: for the delay I touched
upon, the diftance of time now before I fhall be
fettled, fo as to require the ufe of one, will much
take off my former objetions ; and as to the defi-
nition of a prudent perfon, you and I fhall recon-
cile it to the fame thing. I approve with you the
Church of England the beft church, and beft of-
fices and fervices in it, upon the face of the earth
that we know of; but, Sir, I fhall covet one fo
moderate, as not to be impatient and paffionate
againft all fuch as can’t think fo too; but of
fuch a temper as to be able to converfe peaceably
with fuch as may have freedom in my family,
though not of it, without giving offence, and I
take it to be the beft way of gaining good people
to our opinions.

As to your kind offer of affiftance, whenever
caufe for it, I fhall ever ufe a freedom with you,
Sir; but, in a fit return, remember an old ptoverb,
not to fpur a free horfe too faft. Sir, your cir-
cumftances, and my heavy ones, may moft likely
render that unfit; but I fhall not in appearance
be foon in want, feeing my removes next fummer
will probably be very fhort. For having an cye
wpon any particular perfon, I muft approve, and
thank you for your kindnefs im it; but if you

have,



"LETTERS.

bave, let it be fo; the perfon may not know it,
for this reafon, feveral that had opportunities of
feeing me often in my firft extremities, urged my
doing what you have fince done; and to them I
anfwered as I have to you. Now, if they have
becn mindful of my neceffities, and have any
perfon fit to*

Woborne Abby, 22 Feb. 1683-4.

LETTER X.
LapY Russerr To DRr. FiTzwiLrLiaMm.

,TI S above a fortnight, I believe, good Do&or,
fince I received your comforting letter; and ’tis
difpleafing to me that I am now but fitting down
to tell you fo; but it is allotted to perfons under
my difmal title, and yet more difmal circum-
flances, to have additional cares, from which I

am fure I am not exempt, but am very unfitto

difcharge well or wifely, efpecially under the op-
preflions I feel ; however, ’tis my lot, and a part
of my duty remaining to my choiceft friend, and
thofe pledges he has left me. That remembrance
makes me do my beft, and fo occafions the put-
ting by fuch employments as fuit better my pre-
fent temper of mind, as this I am now about;
fince  if, in the multitude of thofe forrows that

* Remainder loft.
S poflefs
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poffefs my foul, I find any refrefhments, though,
alas! fuch as are but momentary, tis but cafting
off fome of my crouded thoughts to compaffi-
onate friends, fuch as deny not to weep with thofe
that weep ; or in reading fuch difcourfes and ad-
vices as your letter fupplies me with, which I
hope you believe I have read more than once;
and if I have more days to pafs upon this earth, I
mean to do fo often, fince I profefs, of all thofe
have been offered me, (in which charity has been
moft abounding to me) none have in all particu~-
lars more fuited my humour. You deal with
me, -Sir, juft as I would be dealt withall; and
’tis poffible I feel the more fmart from my rag-
ing griefs, becaufe I would not take them off, but
upon fit confiderations: as ’tis eafieft to our na-
tures to have our fore in deep wounds gently
handled; yet, as moft profitable, I would yield,
nay defire, to have mine fearched, that, as you
religioufly defign by it, they may not fefter. *Tis
poffible I grafp at too much of this kind, for a
{pirit fo broke by afflition ; for I am fo jealous,
that time, or neceffity, the ordinary abater of all
violent paffions, (nay even employment, or com-
pany of {uch friends as I have left) fhould do that,
my reafon or religion ought to do, as makes me
covet the beft advices, and ufe all methods to ob-
tain fuch a relief, as I can ever hope for, a filent
fubmiffion to this fevere and terrible providence,
without any ineffe&ive unwillingnefs to bear what

I muft

e




LETTERS.

I muft fuffer; and fuch a vi@ory over myfelf,
that, when once allayed, immoderate paffions may
not be apt to break out again upon frefh occa-
fions and accidents, offering to my memory that
dear obje&t of my defires, which muft happen
every day, I may fay every hour, of the longeft
life I can live ; that fo, when I muft return into
the world, fo far as to a&t that part is incumbent
upon me in faithfulnefs to him I owe as much as
can be due to man, it may be with great ftrength
of {pirits, and grace to live a ftri&ter life of holi-
nefs to my God, who will not always let me cry
to him in vain. On him I will wait, till he have
pity on me, humbly imploring, that by the mighty
aids of his moft holy fpirit, he will touch my heart
with greater love to himfelf. Then I fhall be
what he would have me. But I am unworthy
of fuch a fpiritual blefling, who remain fo un-
thankful a creature for thofe earthly ones I have
enjoyed, becaufe I have them no longer. Yet
God, who knows our frames, will not expeét that
when we are weak, we fhould be ftrong. This
is much comfort under my deep deje&tions, which
are furely increafed by the fubtil malice of that
great enemy of fouls, taking all advantages upon
my prefent weakened and wafted fpirits, affault-
ing with divers temptations, as, when I have in
any meafure overcome one kind, I find another
in the room, as when I am lefs affliGted, (as I be-
fore complained) then I find refleftions troubling

S2 . me,
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me, as omiflions of fome fort or other; that if
either greater perfuafions had been ufed, he had
gone away ; or fome errors at the tryal amended,
or other applications made, he might have been
acquitted, and fo yet have been in the land of the
living ; (tho’ I difcharge not thefe things as faults
upon myfelf, yet as aggravations to my forrows)
fo that not being certain of our time being ap-
pointed, beyond which we cannot pafs, my heart
fhrinks to think his time poffibly was fhortened
by unwife management. I believe I do ill to
torment myfelf with fuch unprofitable thoughts*

LETTER XI

- Lapy Russerr To Dr. FiTzwiLLIAM.

BELIEVE me, good Do&or, I find myfelf
uneafy at reading your fhort letter of 8th
April, (which I have but newly received) before
I had anfwered yours of the 11th March. I

. have feveral times taken a pen in my hand to do

it, and been prevented by difpatching lefs pleaf-
ing difpatches firft, and fo my time was fpent be-
fore I came to that I intended before I laid away
the pen.

The future part of my life will not I expe&
pafs, as perhaps I would juft choofe; fenfe has

* Remainder loft.
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been long enough gratified ; indeed fo long, I
know not how to live by faith; yet the pleafant
ftream that fed it near fourteen years together,
being gone, I have no fort of refrethment, but
when I can repair to that living fountain, from
whence all flows; while I look not at the things
which are feen, but at thofe which are not feen,
expeéting that day which will fettle and compofe.
all my tumultuous thoughts in perpetual peace
and quiet; but am undone, irrecoverably fo, as
to my temporal longings and concerns. Time
runs on, and ufually wears off fome of that fharp-
nefs of thought infeparable with my circum-
ftances, but I cannot experience fuch an effet,
every week making me more and more fenfible of
the miferable change in my condition; but the
fame merciful hand which has held me up from
finking in the extremeft calamities, will (I verily
believe) do fo ftill, that I faint not to the end in
this fharp confli&, nor add fin to my grievous
weight of forrows, by too high a difcontent, which
is all I have now to fear. You do, I doubt not,
obferve I let my pen run too greedily upon this
fubje@: indeed °'tis very hard upon me to re-
firain it, efpecially to fuch as pity my diftrefs,
and would affift towards my relief any way in
their power. I am glad I have fo expreflfed my-
felf to you, as to fix you in refolving to conti-
nue the courfe you have begun with.me, which
isto fet before me plainly my duty in all kinds:

Sg3 ’twas
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‘twas my defign to engage you to it; nor fhall
you be lefs fuccefsful with me, in your defires,
could there happen occafion for it, which is moft
unlikely, Do&or Fitzwilliam underftanding him-
felf and the world fo well. On neither of the
points, I believe, I fhall give you reafon to com~
plain, yet pleafe myfelf in both, fo far of one
mind we fhall be.

I am entertaining fome thoughts of going to
that now defolate place Straton, for a few days,
where I muft expe& new amazing refle@ions at

-firft, it being a place where I have lived in fweet

and full content; confidered the condition of
others, and thought none deferved my envy:
but I muft pafs no more fuch days on earth;
however, places are indeed nothing. Where can
I dwell that his figure is not prefent to mel Nor
would I have it otherwife ; fo I refolve that fhall
be no bar, if it proves requifite for the better ac-
quitting any obligation upon me. That which is
the immediate one, is fettling, and indeed giving
up the truft, my dear Lord had from my beft
fifter*. Fain would I fee that performed, as I
know he would have done it had he lived. IfI
find I can do as I defirein it, I will (by God’s
permiffion) infallibly go; but indeed not to ftay
more than two or three weeks, my children re~
maining here, who fhall ever have my diligent
attendance, therefore fhall haften back to them.

* Elizabeth Wriothefly, afterwards Noel.
Ido
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I do not admit one thought of accepting your
kind and religious offer, knowing it is not proper.
I wake, if I do go, my fifter Margaret, and be-
lieve Lady Shaftfbury will meet me there. This
I choofe, as thinking fome perfons being there to
whom I would obferve fome rules, will engage
me to reftrain myfelf, or keep in better bounds
my wild and fad thoughts. This is all I can do
for myfelf. But blefled by the good prayers of
others for me, they will, I hope, help me forward
towards the great end of our creation.

I am, moft cordially, good Doétor,
Your ever mournfull, but
Ever faithfull friend, to ferve you,
R. RUSSELL.

I hear my Lord Gainfborough and my Lady
will be fhortly at Chilten. She is one I do
truly refpe€t: I can never regret being near
her, though my defign is to converfe with
none but lawyers and accountants.

Woborne Abby, 20 April, 1684.

LETTER XIL

Dr. FiTzwirriaMm o LaApy RussgLr.

THE confolation I long expe@ed, I found by
a letter of yours which came to my hands on the

3d inftant; for it relieved me of all my little
S4 fears,
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fears, left the freedom or confidence I took in de-
bating two points, in which I differed from your
honour, might have difaffe@ed you, (little I call
them, becaufe I had great hopes that your good-
nefs was fuch as would not be diftafted eafily by
any errors of mine committed through impru-
dence, which otherwife than with fuch a mixture
would have operated a great deal of trouble and
afflition) and cured my f{ollicitoufnefs, that at
leaft if it had not offended you, it was becaufe it
had unhappily taken another courfe than it was
direfted, and fo mifcarried clearly on the way.
And fince you accepted with fo much benignity
and candour, my liberty in urging you upon
thofe particulars, I am abundantly fatisfied that
you fee ftronger and more cogent reafons to en-
gage your diffent, than thofe I offer’d to gain
your concurrence with my judgment, or rather
opinion in them. And more, I ought to be, if
there were room for that more, fince you profefs
your inclinations to make fuch a temperament,
as, though it be not a complyance with what I
thought might be no imprudent or wrong advice
to one in your circumftances, yet will not be
an utter reje&tion of it. But although this be a fa-
tisfation abundantly to content me, yet the plea-
fure which another part of your letter gave me was
of a finer and nobler kind, or at leaft tranfcend-
ing it in degree, wherein you gave me more than
an intimation, that if I fhould offend, (in doing

that
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that which you excite me to do, and tell me it
was yolr. primary intention I fhould) either by
not confidering your condition or my own, which
it's more than probable I may, you will frankly
reprove me for any miftake fuch an inadvertency
may make me guilty of. The condefcending to
take this pains with me, who fhall not be incorri-
gible under your rebukes or inftruftions, as it is
that for which I efteem myfelf obliged to render
your Ladyfhip all real humble thanks, fo it will
be the chief motive to animatc me to proceed as
I have begun, and as you defired I fhould con-
tinue.

I do believe moft eafily, (and fhould without
your declaration have guefs’d) when you come
to Straton, whither bufinefs feems rather to fum-
mon you, than your own inclinations to carry
you, your grief will be apt to renew itfelf, that
the very place where you have fo often enjoyed
your Lord, envying the greater happinefs of
none, while you pofleft him, will refrefh this

image of him (who is fo perpetually in your

thoughts and memory now) on your imagination
then, and the deftitution of his real felf, will,
when you refleét that all the fruition you have
left of him, is merely his figure in your phancy,
caufe a ftronger fenfe of your lofs, than you have
conftantly at Woborne, where he and you were
not fo much converfant as at Straton, fo too, a
fharper fit of grief than you there feel.

' But
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‘But this is that againft which you are to oppofe
your whole felf; and, as I remember I dirc&ted
you, you are not to permit your thoughts to dwell
on the obje&t God hath removed from you, nor
permit them perpetually to compare your prefent
fad condition with your former pleafing one, in
that place ; for, if you do, you will not a& ac-
cording to your profeffions, much lefs your duty,
in ftriving againft immoderate forrow ; but you
lay yourfelf down under it. And you may as
reafonably fuppofe my thoughts can be fixt on a
foul obje&, and I not corrupted, as that yours
can be employed on your Lord, and the fweet
contentment of enjoying him there, and yet not
be faddened to a degree of fin.

You are therefore, Madam, to divert your
thoughts to another kind of reflexion, and confi-
der, not fo much what God hath taken from you
lately at Straton, as what he has left you flill un-
touch’d at Woborne. And that if you grieve too
much for the one, (for I will not think you repine)
you may provoke him to increafe the troubled
ftream with plenteoufnefs of tears, by refeizing
into his own hands fome parcel of that happinefs
which he is yet pleafed to continue to you in
yours there.

Madam, you are to meditate on this, that tho’
you cannot enjoy your Lord at Straton, yet you
may, unlefs it be your own fault, your God there.

And you are to labour, from fuch meditations, to
fay
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fay truly. with your heart—How amiable and de-
lightful is this place, where he, who is infinitely
more valuable to me than the perfon he gave me,
and hath taken away hence, and in whom that
perfon was or ought only to have been dear to
me, and this place gratefull ; the God of all love,
and all beauty and perfetion, will chufe to co~
habit with me as a hufband, unlefs I refufe the
condefcenfion, and to abide with me as a com-
forter, unlefs I reje& the offer, and obftinately
deny to be comforted !

You are to bring yourfelf by fuch contempla-
tion to this pitch, as to fay moft fincerely, what I
believe you fay conftantly. They will be done,
my God and Father! Tho’ I could have been
pleafed to have enjoyed the harmlefs delights of
this place in fellowfhip with the man thou gaveft
me, yet I am fully content, fecing it hath been
thy pleafure, always direfted with wifdom, and
tempered with goodnefs, to demand him from me,
to enjoy thee by communication with thee in my
thoughts, and afpirations after thee in my defires.
Seeing the one was thy will by thy difpenfations
to him, and the other was thy will in thy creating
and redeeming me, this {hall be my will too; and
by this identity of will I will be united to thee,
from whofe love no tribulation nor diftrefs can
feparate me; my own voluntary fins alone can
divide me.

. I befeech God to give a bleffing to thefe hafty
prefcriptions,
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prefcriptions, (for the carrying away of which
to the poft the meflenger ftays) that they may
conduce to the doing you that good they are
defigned for.
I am abruptly, but yet inviolably,
Madam,
Your honour’s entirely devoted fervant,
J. FITZWILLIAM.

Cotenham, 7 May, 1684.

LETTER XIIL
Dr. SiMmoN PaTrick To LADY RusskLr.

MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR LADYSHIP,

I RECEIVED your letter of the 11th inftant,
and give you my late but moft humble thanks, for
taking in fo good part that poor tender of my
auty and fervice, which in the fincerity of my

"heart I made to your Ladyfhip; and though I

now find that there was no occafion at all for it,
yet I cannot be forry for my miftake, fince I en-
joy the benefit of it, in reading a letter which
is fo well ftored with devout and heavenly
thoughts.

I cannot read without rejoicing, your Lady-
thip’s fubmiffion. to the divine Providence, in
refolving all to this—That whatever you find,
will be beft, and any thing you could imagine

would
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would have been worfe; nor without begging of
God, in the words of David, 1 Chron. xxix. 18.
to keep this for ever in the imagination of the
thoughts of your heart. For, as your Ladyfhip
cannot have a more honourable and worthy, and
juft opinion of God, than to believe that all He
does is for the beft, fo neither can you entertain
a thought which tends more to your own eafe
and fatisfaftion; for it is indeed the very fecret
of contentment. And fure there cannot be a
more reafonable thing in the world, than to think
well of what-God does, and to allow him, who is
the fountain of love and goodnefs, as well as of
wifdom and underftanding, to chufe better and
wifelyer for us than we poflibly can for ourfelves.
It is true that fome particular providences look
otherwife at the firft fight, and we cannot fo rea-
dily explain, and make out the benefit and ad-
vantages of them. The man, who in riding to a
port to take fhipping, and by a fall from his horfe
broke his leg, and thereby was ftopt from his in-
tended voyage, did not apprehend the mercy of
that Providence at firft, till he afterwards under-
ftood that that very fhip was caft away, and all
the paffengers in it. In like manner we are often
puzzled in beholding the frame and ftruéture of
" this vifible world ; for many things, which at the
firft appearance feem to be blemifhes in the crea-
tion, yet, upon further examination, we find to
be fo very ufefull and beneficial, that we are

forced
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forced to bear teftimony to that divine approba-
tion, which once pronounced them to be all very
good. And fo I doubt not, but by a diligent ex~
amination, we may give ourfelves a very good ac-
count of the ways, as well as of the works of God,
and difcover fuch advantages and gracious paf-
fages in every affliftion, as may force us to ac-
knowledge that we fhould not have been fo well
without thofe affliftions, and that He of very
faithfulnefs has caufed us to be troubled. - And
as such fenfible and experimental acknowledg-
ments muft needs be acceptable to God, becaufe
thereby we honour Him, and fpeak well of Him
of our own knowledge, fo, on the other hand, it
is impoffible for our minds to diflike that, which
we cannot but acknowledge to be beft for us,
even we ourfelves being judges. Your Lady-
thip’s pious determination not to part with the
hope of a future ftate, if all the glorious offers of
this prefent world were fet againtft it, is according
to all the rules of prudence, which even worldly.
men themfelves think fit to pra&tife in other mat-
ters: for who will fell the reverfion of a great
eftate for a prefent penny ? or who, on the other
hand, will not difburfe his ready money for fome
very gainful improvement of it hereafter? And
yet there is fome proportion in thefe things, for
the moft gainfull improvement is but the fame
money multiplied over again, and the greateft
eftate is but a penny fo many times told; whereas
’ ‘ an
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an eternal happinefs, and this tranfitory world’s
falfe joys, hold no proportion.
I intend to read over the fame authors which

your Ladyfhip names, and if your Ladyihip pleafes -

to impart fome of your thoughts upon any paf<
fages in them, I fhall value them as mifers are
wont do their treafure, who envy fight of it to all
the world befides. Your Ladythip’s difcourfe
upon occafion of my Lady* Bedford’s death, I
underftand as an inftance of your preparation of
mind, and readinefs to be diffolved, to be with
Chrift, which is certainly beft for you whenever
He pleafes. But the continuance of your Lady-
fhip’s life and health, if God fee it good, is fo ab-
folutely neceffary to the fupport of your noble
family, that I hope they will be prolonged, and
for the fake of your children ought not to be
fhortened, fo much as by an otherwife innocent
wifh. My mafter’s education particularly, does
plainly depend on your Ladyfhip’s care of your-
felfin the firft place, and then of him, for whofe
health I the more earncflly pray, becaufe, with

* Anne Countefsof Bedford, daughter of Robert Earl of
Somerfet by Frances, daughter of Thomas Howard, Earl
of Suffolk, whom he married after the was divorced from
the Earl of Effex. Francis Earl of Bedford, gave his fon
leave and liberty to chufe in any family but that: King
Charles I. fent the Duke of Lenox to move him to give
way to it, and he was prevailcd 'on to confent.

Biog. Brit.
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grief, I lately heard that he was ill, but I hope
it is over before this. I.beg your Ladyfhip’s
pardon for this tedious length ; and therefore, as
to the other parts of your letter, fhall only crave
leave to fay, that your Ladyfhip ought to take
comfort in the inward teftimony of your fincerity,
and not to be difcouraged at any weakneffes that
may poffibly attend it, for that outweighs them all.
I humbly beg your Ladyfhip to prefent my moft
humble fervice to my good Lord of Bedford, to

whom I fhould have written upon this occafion,

if I had underftood that it had been proper for
me, and that I fhould not rather have renewed
his grief, and befeech you to accept of my hearty
thankfulnefs for all your goodnefs towards me,
who am,
Your Ladyfhip’s
Moft humble, moft faithful,
And moft obedient fervant,
May, 1684. o S. PATRICK.

LETTER XIV.

Lavy Russerr To Dr. FiTzwiLLIAM.

I HAVE received yours, good Dofor, writon
St. Barnabas’s day, and muft own, that although
in thole years my unprofitable life has been pre-
ferved, in this vain and wicked world, I have
been made acquainted with many fad and morti-

fying -
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fying events; yet, I am too fure that great work
of rcal mortification to the over-much love to,
and expe@ation from creatures, is {o very imper-
fe@ly wrought in me to this day, that I ever need
fuch inftruGtions, as fhall help to wean me from
binding up my life and content in them, though
in the beft of creatures in their bet eftate: and
very perverfe °tis in me towards my heavenly
Father, i€ 1 do fecretly repine at his difpenfing to

me, that which my corrupt nature makes fo ne~ -

ceffary for me ; but it muft be his free effeGtual
grace that muft perfe@ the work. He has called
me to different encounters, and thereby invites
me to {tir up that grace He has put into my heart,
and known to be fo, by him, though not by my~

feif, or I fhould not be o tryed; that power who -

permits, if not appoints what I endure, having
faid, we {hail not be tempted above what we are
able to bear. He has been pitiful to my fmall
grace, and removed a threatened blow, which
mu&t have quickened my forrows, if not added to
them, the lofs of my poor boy. He has been ill,
and God has let me fee the folly of my imagina~
tions, which made me apt to conclude I had no-
thing lcft, the deprivation of which could be mat-
ter of much anguifh, or its pofleffion, of any con-
fiderable refrelhment. I have felt the falfenefs
of the firft notion, for I know not how to part,
with tolerable eafe, from the little creature. I
defire to do fo of the fecond, and that my thahk-

T fulnefs
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fulnefs for the real blefling of thefe children may
refrefh my labouring weary mind, with fome joy
and fatisfation, at leaft in my endeavours to do
that part towards them, their moft dear and ten-
der father would not have omitted. And which,
if fuccefsfull, though early made unfortunate, may
conduce to their happinefs for the time to come
here and hereafter. When I have done this piece
of duty to my beft friend and them, how gladly
would I lie down by that beloved duft I lately
went to vifit (that is the cafe that holds it). *Tis
a fatisfaftion to me you did not difprove of what
I did in it, as fome do that it feems have heard
of it, though I never mentioned it to any befides
yourfelf.

Doftor, I had confidered, I went not to feek
the living among the dead ; I knew I fhould not
fee him any more wherever I went, and had made
a covenant with myfelf, not to break out in un-
reafonable fruitlefs paffion, but quicken my con-
templation whither the nobler part was fled, to a
country afar off, where no earthly power bears
any fway, nor can put an end to a happy fociety ;
there I would willingly be, but we muft not limit
our time; I hope to wait without impatiency.

As to the information you require, ’tis not in
my power to be punétual. I reckon my firft and
chief bufinefs is my attendance to thefe children,
that is, their perfons; and, till I fee the boy in
full ftrength, 1 dare not leave him, though but for

one
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one fortnight. I had fixed on the 20th of May,
and from that time to this, good Lady Shaftfbury
has been in a conftant expeflation to be fum-
moned to meet me there, but Lady Bedford’s
death, and then the child has kept me yet in this
place. He has three teeth to cut, and till they be,
I am apt to think, he will hardly recover full
ftrength : they may do fo in a week ; it may be
not in a month, as the wife folks fay. This isthe
chief of my uncertainty ; then indeed I depend
on the conveniency (which I {uit my journey to)
. of agentleman, who has moft kindly and help-
fully affited me, by following my bufinefs for me,
and whom I have engaged (as finding it almoft
neceffary ) to my affairs, one Mr. Hofkins; I grew
firft acquainted with him at Lord Shaftfbury’s,
who ufed to call him coufin: he is a very worthy
and ingenious man. Now he ufes to drink Tun-
bridge waters, therefore I have fent to him if he
choofes to do fo, not to alter his courfe, for I
can defer, as I have done, till he has performed
it.. So you fee my uncertaintys, but as foon as I
am fixt you fhall be fure to know it, as haftily
as I can fend the notice. Being more certain of
the other propofition you offer me concerning a
charity, what I will do in it, I anfwer to it more

pofitively, Yes, I will, Sir. .
If you hear how Watkins has provided for him-
[elf, you will be fatisfied I have not been injurious
to him at all; I am within a few days made ac-
T2 quainted
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quainted he goes to Lord Campden. He has
given me notice a good while, that at Midfum-
mer, I fhould be provided, but really I did not
guefs where; he did not want my affiftance to
recommend him, and it feems Lord Campden was
difpofed it fhould be a fecret, and o it was to me.
I take 1t not ill from him, becaufe I fuppofe he
is not acquainted with the ufual way of refpe@iful
proceeding in fuch cafes. I wifh, if he means to
govern himfclf in fo clofe a way, that he does
no worle in greater matters, for I believe he
will be an honeft fervant.

T have made this letter fo long ’tis high time
to break off, but firlt I muft recommend my wants
to your retirements, more than ordinary at the
return of that time of year my miferable days had
a beginning ; which, though I fuffer to flide away
as eafily as I can, yet I miftruft I fhall not be
able to pafs, without refle®ing what my difmal
employment on them was.

I am, good Dodtor,
With great truth, tho’ great mournfulnefs,
Your faithfull friend and fervant,
Woborne Abby, R. RUSSELL:
Fune, 1684.

Lady Northampton writes me word fhe is ge-
ing to Chilten ; it feems they have left Titch-
field with my Lady Gainfborough’s great
goodwill. Shemuft have great fkill to make
Chilten hold them all.

LET-



"LETTERS.

LETTER XV.

LApy Russeer 20 Dr. FirzwrrLriam.

THE laf letter I writ to you, good Doflor, .

was upon the 21# July; and I find yours dated
the g5th ; fo I conclude you had mot read mine.
If you bave not, yours is the kinder, fince I find
you had entertained a memory of that return of
ume my fufferings in this fad and difmal year
began; and which indeed I could mot pafs but
with fomme more than ufual {olemnity ; yet I hope
I took the beft arts 1 could to convert my an-
guith into advantages, and force away from my
thoughts thofe terrible reprefentations they would
raife (at fuch time efpecially} upon me; but I
vas {o large in my difcourfe then, that it being
poffible it may have lighted into your hands be-
fore this does, I will not be ever repeating eithex
my own fad flory, or my own weak behaviour
under it ; but rather fpeak to the queftion yon
would be anfwered in, when I defign for Straton,
or whether notat all? Truly, I carnot tell you
which; fince I move but as I am convinced is
beft in reference ta my boy, at prefent with the
care of his fifier, the only workdly bufinefs I have
in this perifhing world®. Youhear I am at Tot-

* Lady Ruffell’s children were Wriothefly, Racbacl,
and Catherine.
T3 teridge,
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teridge, and why I came thither, and foon will
know I wanted the auxiliaries youn took care to
fend me: fure I did fo; but it hath pleafed the
Author of all Mercies to give me fome glimple
and ray of his compaffions in this dark day of my
calamity, the child being exceedingly better ; and
I truft no fecret murmur or difcontent at what
I have felt, and muft ftill. do, fhall provoke my
God to repeat thofe threatnings of making yet

‘more bitter that cup I have drank fo deeply out

of; but asa quiet fubmiffion is required under all
the various methods of Divine Providence, I truft
I fhall be fo fupported, that though unfit thoughts

~ may haunt me, they fhall not break in importu-

nately upon me, nor will I break off that bandage
time will lay over my wound. To them that feek
the Lord, his mercys are renewed every morning:
with all my ftrength to him I will feek; and
though he kill me I will truft in him; my hopes
are not of this world; I can never more recover
pleafure here ; but more durable joys I fhall ob-
tain, if I perfevere to the end of a fhort life.

I do congratulate your expetations, they be-
ing fure well grounded; but I wonder a little you

~ fhould hefitate whether or no to be hovering

thereabouts till the iffue is afcertained. If you
do not, I hope you will not baulk Totteridge if I
am here, which I do not intend a day longer than
the doftor thinks it beft. He is not averfe to-
giving him a taft of Straton air; but it was only

touch’d
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touch’d upon the laft day of his being here; ’tis
fo much further from the dofor, and the court
vill fo quickly go to Winchefter, (when I am
fure you will not think it fit I fhould be there)
that I think it more likely I fhall let it alone.
If I go at all, it muft be fuddenly ; when I fee
the do&or next, I will refolve; and wherever I
am, and in all conditions, fincerely continue,
Good Do&or.

Your affe@ionate friend and fervant,

3 Auguft, 1684. R.RUSESLL.

I conclude the good Bifhop is well, becaufe
you fay nothing to the contrary. I am glad
of it.

LETTER XVL

Dr. FitzwirLrLiam To LApY RusseLt.

RETU RNING homewards on the 1gth
through St. Albans, I apprehended myfelf to be
more happy than I could imagine I fhould be,
i.e. I was entertained for a minute or two with
an opinion, that you were pafled by to Totte-
ridge, and that you would teturn thither that af-
ternoon ; but it was but like the delufion of a
dream, for I foon found the error, which for the
pleafure it afforded me in hopes of feeing you
there, I could have wifh’d had not been fo foon
correfted. Miffing that contentment, I fhould

T4 have
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have paffed on to have found it at Woborne, had
not there been almoft a neceflity of my heing at
Cotenham the next day, which I thought I could
pot fo eafily reach thence.

At my arrival here, ] found a letter had been
lodg’d for me, wrote by your Ladyfhip on that
day from which you date the beginning of your
forrows, and reckon a new epocha of a fad mife-
rable life. 1 agree with you, as you judge ac-
cording to the fight of your eyes, and confulting
nature, that it was fo, becaufe it deprived you of
the enjoyment of him whom you priz’d above,
and in whofe fellowfhip you tafted a fweet be-
yond, what any fublunary things, or all of them
together could yield you. But then if you wilt
eftimate that day as a Chriftian, whofe life here is
by faith, and who looks for a life of glory, I may
venture to fay you cannot but efteem it asa happy
day, even to yourfelf, while depriving you of the
greateft worldly comfort, it gave the occafion to
you of abftrafting your heart from the world,
whofe fathion paffeth away ; of weaning your af-
fe&ions from things below, and of attra&ing the
one and raifing the other to the place where they
ought to be; in fhort, of bringing you nearer
towards your God, and uniting you more clofely
to him, (the very contemplation of whom affords
tranfcendently all the delights it was poffible for
you to relifh in a hufband, and how much infi-
nitely more will the vifion and fruition of bhim

exceed
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exceed them?  This you would have otherwife
been without that day’s providential dilpenfation.
A fore one indced, and fuch as ¥ could wifh its
fenfe were to be mitigated in you, by my awn
fharing in part of your grief; but, may be, no lefs
mild a2 method was neceffary for the work; and
there is no doubt but the great Phyfician of Souls
faw that fo rough a medicine was neceflary for the
cure of that comman infirmity in you, or clfe he
had never given you fo hitter a potion to have
drank.

I could be large in this argument, having mat-
ter more than would f{well feveral leuers; but I
forbear ufing it for its copioufnefs, and becaufe 1
referve it for what I promifed, a litle treatife for
your benefit, could I find leifure to difpofe and
order it as it ought to be, into feveral topicks,
afore it can be fit to be prefented to you: and
befides it will be more agreeable to your inclina-

tions, as well as my funian, that I fhould pray

that God would not only comfprt you, but illu-
minate you, give you that difcerning eye, whereby
you may fee that it hath been good for you even
to have been thus I_'cvt:fely afflitted, and that he
hath been gracious in thus fharply dealing with
you.

I underftood by this your concurrence, which
you fignified too before with the requeft I made
for the employment of fome part of your charity
towards the affiting in the inflruftion of fome

poor
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poor children in my parith, and your pleafure
that I fhould affign the place where it fhould be
paid. For which, as I return you all thanks, fo
I fhall pray that the difpenfing it may be a laying
up for yourfelf a treafure in heaven. And fince
your honour hath not been pleafed to name the
fum, I fhall be fo confident as to determine that
it fhall not exceed 20s. per quarter, becaufe I
know you have many channels to derive that part
of your fubftance you fet afide for fuch ends ; and
will defire, when you think fit to do any for this
particular, you would order the agent you em-
ploy to pay it in to Mr. Sim. Miller, bookfeller,
at the Star, at the Weft end of St. Paul’s church-
yard, near Ludgate. I beleech Almighty -God,
who hath overcaft all your earthly content with fo
black a cloud as you feem to fay, to lift up the
light of his countenance, and caufe his face to
fhine upon you, and to fupport you with his ever-
lafting favour, and to blefs you here, if it feem
good to his wifdom, by continuing to you the
temporal bleffings he yet indulgeth you ; and
thus praying, am,

Madam, your honour’s moft humbly,
And compaffionately devoted fervant,

J- FITZWILLIAM.
Cotenham, 13, Auguft, 1684.

LET-
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LETTER XVIL

Lapy Russerr To Dr. Fitzwirriam.

AT my return from Totteridge, I did refolve
one of my firft exercifes of this nature thould be
to you ; why it was not fo, Mr. Taylor might have
told you ; I defired he would: ’twas his coming
toyou; and I judged the entertainment of him
would be a better diverfion to you, than a letter
from me; fo I deferred it till his return. . Whe-
ther the report you had, juft at parting from him,
of the good Bifhop of Winchefter’s* probably
haftening to the end of his race, which, without
doubt, he will finifh with joy, has called you

fooner from your habitation than you meant, I

know not: it may make this matter the fhorter,
but not prevent my beft thanks offered for your’s
of 13 Auguft, and for any thing I remember,
the 3d alfo; but if the laft was acknowledged be-
fore, I am in no error to do it twife ; yours all
merit, every one of them, the acknowledgment
of my whole life. As they help to flide comfort-
ably away fad hours, fo I perfuade myfelf the

* Morley, Bithop of Winchefter, died 1684. A very
" eminent man, zealous again{t popery, with a confiderable
thare of learning, and great vivacity of thought.

. Burnet.

confequence
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confequence will be proffitable through my whole
life, how long foever the Difpofer of all things
permits it to laft ; that it will have an end, every
day prefents us a convincing argument, by the
death of fome acquaintance very often, if not a
friend : then what the raging war devours is mat-

“ter of deep meditation, and more amazing than I

will difcourfe of in this paper. But to me death
hath come fo near as to fetch a postion from my
very heart, and by it calls on me to prepare againft
the fecond death, from which, by the merits of a
great and mercifull Redeemer, I bope my beft
friend is delivered; and having a reafonable
ground for this hope, ’tis unaccountable why I
muft ever lament what I valued as my own faul,
is paft all the difficultics of this narrow paflage.

I find you have fubmitted to great mourning
for the deprivation of a very dear friend, tho’ you
are more a conqueror than I, in the lifting your-

Aelf out of fuch depreffions as my weak nature has

fuffered itfelf to be plunged into; but we are not
all made to be ftrong alike, and I one of the
meancft of God’s creatures every way; yet it is
his good pleafure I fhould be fingled out in a
calamity. All I have to do is to {uffer his good
and holy will, and I fhall be exalted in due time,
tho’ not as Job, yet with divine comfort here,
and joy hereafter. ’Tis fo gratefull to my af-
flited mind to run on thus, where I am free, that
I doubt I givé you true caufe to with I would

ufe
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ufe you lefs like a friend. 1 am fure I intended
nothing like this when I ook my pen to write,
but in a fhort letter to acquaint you with what I
have not yet touch’d on—my refolve to try that
defolate habitation of mine at London this winter.
The doftor agrees it the beft place for my boy,
and 1 have no argument to balance that, nor
could take the refolution to fee London till thas
was urged; but by God’s permiffion 1 will try
how I can endure that place, in thought a place
of terrour to me: but I know if forrow had not
another root, that will vanith in a few days.
Now, Doftor, as foon as I had formed, or rathes
fubmitted to this advice, which was but juft as
1 left Totteridge, (for I haftened hither upon it,
that Lord Bedford might have fome wecks of
comfort in the child before I took him from him)
I took into my thought how the chapel fhould be
fupplyed—fo fhort a warning as I had given my-
felf could never fecure my being flupplyd as I
defire; and I confidered one of your order is
not to be ufed as other dometftics, {fo that if un-
happily I fhould have entertained one not agree«
able to me, it would have been hard to have re-
lieved myfelf; fo I lighted on this expedient :—
To invite an old acquaintance of yours to pafs
this winter with me, and if her hufband, Mr.
Hanbury, could difpenfe for fome weeks with
officiating himfelf at Botley, I would be willing
be thould fupply my chapel; being at prefent

. unprovided ;
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unprovided; fo I give myfelf this approaching
winter to fix. I am fure he is conforming enough,
and ’twill not be difficult to any is willing, to a&
that prudent part I formerly hinted, and at which
you feemed almoft to have fome obje&tions
againft; but I leave that for a difcourfe. I do
not purpofe a removal till the end of this month,
if the child continues fo very well as he is, and
the weather be tolerable. My Lord Gainibo-
rough and my Lady, have invited themfelves to
great honours from the court. My Lady writes
me word, the charge feems to fright my Lord (at
prefent) againft another year. I admire her con-
duét to manage all that company at Chilten. I
hear my Lady Digby * is fafely laid of a girl ;. the
fex can be no difappointment to them, likely to
have fo many. I hope they are a very happy
couple ; then, I believe, fhe does not regret the.
opportunity of being made a courtier.

The conftant uneafy hurry I was in at Totte-
ridge (which a little matter is caufe of to fo bro-

‘!ten a mind as mine) made me forget to fend the

money for your poor childrenas I appointed; and
fince *tis fo, unlefs you order other, I will now
delay the doing it till we meet, or I hear you are
at London. In all places I am, good Doétor,
Your aflured friend to ferve you
Under all my fadnefs,
1 0&. 1684. R. RUSSELL.

. * Frances, eldeft daughter of Edward Noel, Earl of
Gainfborough, married to Simon Lord Digby.
' LET-
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LETTER XVIIL

Lapy RusserLrL to Dr. FiTzwiLL1iAM.

I HAVE very lately received one of yours from
London, and had one alfo from Cotenham fince
I wrote ; but I had meafured your time to be at
London fo near, that I would not fend a fad dull
paper to wander up and down, as fome did when
you was at Farnham with the good Bifhop, whofe
prefent ftate you do in fuch a manner defcribe,
as makes me feel at the reading, (tho’ ’tis not the
firlt time neither) a lightfomnefs I am not ufed
to, and by a kind of reflex-a&t make it my own
in profpe®. The confideration of the other
world is not only a very great, but (in my f{mall
judgment) the only fupport under the greateft of
afilitions that can befall us here ; the enlivening
heat of thofe glorys are fufficient to animate and
refrefh us in our dark paflage through this world ;
and tho’ I am below the meaneft of God’s fer-
vants that have not in the leaft degree lived an-
fwerable to thofe opportunitys I have had, yet my
Mediator is my judge, and he will not defpife
weak beginnings, tho’ there be more fmoak than
flame. He will help us in believing; and though
he fuffers us to be caft down, will not caft thofe

off who commit their caufe to him.-
I have, you find, Sir, linger’d out my time
here ;
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here; and I think none will wonder at it, that
will refleét the place I am going to remove to was
the fcene of fo much lafting forrow to me, and
where I afted fo unfuccefsfull a part for the pre-
fervation of a life, I could fure have laid down
mine to have had contioued. *Twas, Do&or, an
ineftimable treafure I did lofe, and with whom 1
had lived in the higheft pitch of this world’s fe-
licity. But I muft remember I have a better
friend, a more abiding, whom I defire with an
enflamed heart to know, not alone as good in 2
way of profit, but amiable in a way of excel-
lencie; then, [piritual joy will grapple with earthly
griefs, and fo far overcome as to give fome tran-
quility to a mind fo tofled to and fro, as mine
has been with the evils of this life; yet I have
but the experience of fhort moments of this de«
firable temper, and fear to have fewer when
I firlt come to that defolate habitation and place,
where fo many feveral paflions will affault me;
but having fo many months mourned the fube
flance, I think (by God’s affiftancc) the fhadows
will not fink me. To one fo lately arrived at
London, and engaged, as I know you to be, I am
too tedious, for one who defires always to ap-
prove herfelf, good Doftor,

Your faithfull friend and fervant,

R. RUSSELL.
Woborne Abby, 17 Nov. 1684.

LET-



»

LETTERS.

LETTER XIX.

-

Lapy Russerr To Da Fx'rzwauAu.

YOU purfue, good Doétor, all ways of pro-
moting comfort to my afflited mind, and will
encourage me to think the better of myfelf, for
that better temper of mind you judge you found
me in, when you fo kindly gave me 'a week of
your time in London. You are highly in the
right, that as quick a fenfe as fharpnefs on the
one hand, and tendernefs on the other, can caufe,
I labour under, and fhall, I believe, to the end
of my life, fo eminently unfortunate in the clofe
of i,

But I firive to refle@ how large my portion
of good things has been, and though they are
paffed away no more to return; yet I have a
pleafant work to do, drefs up my foul for my
defired change, and fit it for the converfe of an«
gels and the fpirits of juft men made perfe&t ;
amongft whom my hope is my loved Lord is one;
and my often repeated prayer to my God is, that
if 1 have a reafonable ground for that hope, it
may give a refrelhment to my poor foul.

Do not prefs yourfelf, Sir, too greatly in feek-
ing my advantage, but when your papers do come,
I expe& and hope they will prove fuch. The
accidents of every day tell us of what a tottering

U clay
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clay our bodies are made. Youth nor beauty,
greatnefs nor wealth, ean prop it up. If it could,
the Lady Offory had not fo early left this world ;
fhe died (as an exprefs acquainted her father this
morning) on Sunday laft, of a flax and mifcarry~
ing. I heard alfo this day of a kinfiman that is
gone ; a few years ago I fhould have had a more
concerned fenfe for Sir Thomas Vernon®; his
unfitnefs (as I doubt) I do Jament indeed.

Thus I treat you, as I am myfelf, with objeQs
of mortification ; but you want none fuch in your
folitude, and I being unprovided of other, will
leave you to your own thoughts, and ever con~
tinue, Sir, your obliged fervant,

81 Fanuary, 1684-5. R. RUSSELL.

* Sir Thomas Vernon, on the jury againft Sir Samuel
Barnardifton, knighted for his fervice in it, and then made
foreman to convi@ Oates of perjury. Sir Samuel Bar-
mardifton, 14 Feb. 1683-4, was fined 10,000l. for writing
fome letters, m which he ufed thefe expreffions (inter alia }
¢ The Lord Howard appears defpicable in the eyes of alt
men—the brave Lord Ruficll is a-frefh lamented—it’s ge-
nerally {aid the Earl of Effex was murder’d—the plot is

~ loft here—the Duke of Monmouth faid publickly, that he

knew my Lord Ruffell was as loyal a fubje& as any in
England, and that his Majefty believed the fame now—the
printer of the late Lord Ruflell’s fpeech was pafs'd over with
filence—the fham proteftant plot is quite loft and con-
founded, &c.”—He was committed for his fme to the
King’s Bench, continued prifoner four or five years, und
great wilke and doftruction made on his eftate. o
Difpiay of Tyranny.

My
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My neighbours and tenants are under fome
diftrefs, being queftioned about accounts,
and feveral leaves found torn out of the
books, fo that Kingdome and Trant offered
40,000l. for attonement; but having con<
fefled two more were privy to this cutting
out leaves, the King will have them difco-
vered. Till Monday they have time given
them. You had given Lady Julian one of
thofe books. -

LETTER XX
Lapy Russerr o Dr. Firzwirriam,

I RECEIVED your letter and papers inclofed,
and I defire, good DofBlor, you wanld receive
wy thanks for both, in particular that part con-
cerps wy immediate wants; and for the other
you would give me the firt fight of, and then
the offiee of delivering it to others; which I did
faithfully as you direfted, and could not but re-
ceive an equal approbation. As you are kind in
believing what thoughts I had entertained of you,
fo I affure you, you are but jut init. And I
vifh from my foul I may keep as fedfaft to the
truth, as I believe you intend to do; and as I
doubt not that your firength will fail, fo pray
mine may be as firm under all tryals our heavenly

Us Father
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Father may permit us to fall, but not fink arnder
I truft. Man paffeth away, but the truth of God
endureth for ever. The faddeft ftate to a good
foul will one day end in reft. This is my beft
comfort, and a greater we cannot have, yet the
degree is raifed, when we confider we fhall not
only reft, but live in regions of unfpeakable blifs.
This fhould lead us fweetly through the dark paf-
fage of the world; and fuffer us to ftart at nothing
we either meet, or our fears fuggeft may happen
tous. I am forry my fifter Allington will not
difpofe herfelf to receive your compaffionate vifit.
Pray God comfort her with his fpirit workingin
her heart, that fhe may evidence to her foul fhe
is bettered by afflition. After the firft changes
following our great one, all is filent; your friends
are the rifing men; Lord Ormond intends to be
at fea by 1oth March, but who goes I hear not.
*Tis now in juftices hands, the chancellor and a
Lord Grenard®. Lord Campden is gone this
day to Hampfhire. Moft are moving about elec-
tons. God dire&t the fpirits of all men in fo
difficult a time as this. My Lord Gainfborough
told me to day he is befpoke to give Lady Mary
Compton in marriage to the Lord Dorfet, and
about ten days hence he goes to Titchfield. His
fon will be houfe-keeper, he fays, which I was

. * James Butler, Duke of Ormond ; James Forbes, Earl
of Granard.

forry
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forry to hear, but I muft fubmit to forrows of
all degrees, with as much of that excellent virtue
of patience you recommend, and with fo pious a
zeal, as I can attain, who am,

Doftor, very fincerely,
Your friend and fervant,
R. RUSSELL.

LETTER XXIL .

Lapy Russerr 1o DRr. FiTzwiLLIAM.

YOUR converfation, good Door, is both fo
infiru&tive and fo friendly, that I love to take it
all the ways I can, and had before this begun to
invite you to fuch an one as is to be had at this
diftance ; but my own fad affairs have prefled me
more than ordinary, fince I faw you, in a parti-
cular I cannot relate by letter ; and I more eafily
difpence with letters, knowing that when leifure
permits you, you are writing for my good and
advantage in particular, and perhaps for all that
can read in general, if you pleafe to give them
opportunity, by making publick what you firft, I
believe, defigned for private ufe. Thoughts fo
digefted ’tis pity fhould be obfcure, fince the fub-
je& matter is the exercife of every day, or fhould
be; life being a continued fucceffion of many
provocations to great vexation of fpirit, till we

Ug have
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have grace to remember who is the great Go-
vernor of all things.

My coufin Cholmondely died on Sunday, the
laft child of a couple I loved and valued much.
Thus it pleafes God I fhall outlive one genera-
tion after another; but he has wife ends in all
his providences, though hid to us in this life.

" The parliament met and chofe Sir John Trevor
fpeaker, and fo adjournedgtill Friday ; then ‘tis
expetted the King will fpeak ; in the mean time
I will leave you to the inclofed papers, and ever
continue very faithfully, Doflor" Fitzwilliam’s
friend and fervant,

R. RUSSELL.
soth May, 1685, :

Mr. Ireton is efcaped out of prifon. Several

" about the city are clapt up, as one Mr. Freak,
Bateman, a furgeon®; I can’t hit the names
of the reft. Mr. Charlton has been afkt for
at his houfe, but was not at home.

* Charles Bateman, a furgeon, accufed of feditious dif-
courfes ; but many believed his chief crime confifted in his
compaffion to Titus QOates, having conftantly attended him
after his cruel fcourgings, and ufed all his fkill to cure his
wounds. This man, who did not expe& to be accus'd,
grew diftra@ed doring his imprifonment, and the Court
was fo well fatisfied of it, that his fon was permitted to
make his defence for him. Bt this condition did not pre-

vent his being condemned, and be was executed 18 De-

cember, 1685, Rapin,
. LET-
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LETTER XXIL

Lapy Russerr To Dr. FiTzwiLL1iAM,

NEVER fhall 1, good Doftor, 1 hope, forget
your work (as I may term it) of labour and love,
fo inftru@®ive and comfortable do 1 find it, that at
any time, when I hawe read any of your papers,
I feet a heat within me to be repeating my thanks
to you anew, which is all I can do towards the
difcharge of a debt you have engaged mein; and
though nobody loves more than I to fand free
from engagements 1 cannot anfwer, yet I do not
with for it here; I would have it as it is; and
although I have the prefent advantage, you will
have the future reward ; and if I can truly reap
what I know you defign me by it, a religious and
quiet-fubmiffion to all providences, I am affured
you will efieem to have attained it here in fome
meafure. Never could you more feafonably have
fed me with fuch difcourfes, and left me with ex-
pelations of new repafts, in a more feafonable
time, than thefe my miferable months, and in
thofe this very week in which I have lived over
again that fatal day that determined what fell out
a week after, and that has given me fo long and
fo bitter a time of forrow. But God has a com-
pafs in his providences, thatis out of our reach,
and as he is all good and wife, that confideration

Ug fhould
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fhould in reafon flacken the fierce rages of grief.
But fure, Dofor, ’tis the nature of forrow to
lay hold on all things which give a new ferment
to it, then how could I chufe but feel it in a time
of fo much confufion as thefe laft weeks have
been, clofing fo tragically as they have done ; and
fure never any poar creature, for two whole years
together, has had more awakers to quicken and
revive the anguifh of its foul than I have had;
yet I hope I do moft truly defire that nothing
may be fo bitter to me, as to think that I bave in
the leaft offended thee, O my God! and that no~
thing may be fo marvelous in my eyes as the ex-
ceeding love of my Lord Jefus; that heaven be-
ing my aim, and the longing expeétations of my
foul, I may may go through honour and difho-
nour, good report and bad report, profperity and
adverfity, with fome evennefs of mind. The in-
fpiring me with thefe defires is, I hope, a token
of his never-failing love towards me, though an
unthankful creature far all the good things I have
enjoyed, and do ftill in the lives of hopefull chil-
dren by fobeloved a hufband, God has reftored
me my little girl ; the furgeon fays fhe will do
well. I fhould now haften to give them the ad-
vantage of the country air, but am detained by
the warning to fee my uncle Ruvigny here, who
comes to me¢; fo I know not how to quit my
houfe till I have received him, at leat into it;
be is upon his journey,

My
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My Lady Gainfborough came to this town laft
night, and I doubt found neither her own daugh-
ter nor Lady Jane in a good condition of health.
I had carried a furgeon on the day before to let
my niecé blood, by Dr. Loure’s dire&ion, who
“could not attend, by reafon my Lord Radnor
lay in extremity, and he was laft night paft hopes.
My niece’s complaint is a negle&ed cold, and he
fears her to be fomething he&ick, but I hope
youth will ftruggle and overcome ; they are chil-
dren whofe leaft concerns touch me to the quick;
their mother was a delicious friend ; fure nobody
has enjoyed more pleafure in the converfations
and tender kindnefles of a hufband and a fifter
than myfelf, yet how apt am I to be fretfull that
X muft not ftill do fo! but I muft follow that
which feems to be ‘the will of God, how unac-
ceptable foever it may be to me. [ muft flop,
for if I let my pen run on I know not where it
-will end.

I am, good Doétor,
With great faithfullnefs,
Your affeftionate friend to ferve you,

R. RUSSELL.
Southampton-houfe,

37 Fuly, 1685.

LET-
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LETTER XXIIIL

Lapy Russerr Tto Dr. FitzwiLriam.

YOU cannot make fo great a miftake, gaod
Doé&or, I know, as not to be affured I accept
.moft kindly every metbod you take for the dif-
pofing my fad heart to be fubmiffively content
.with my portion here; and then to revive it to
fome thankful temper by various refleQions. I
do not refit fo foolithly as to fay they are not
proper ones; I can difcern fo jutly as to know
.you do not err, Doflor, in the manner of mag-
nifying your charitable refpe@, nor in the defign
nor profecution of it; the virtue you chiefly re-
commend to praftice is fo beautifully fet forth,
*tis as a burning fhining light, and one is willing
to live with that light. But my languifhing weary
fpirit rifes up flowly to all good ; yet I hope by
God’s abundant grace, in time, your labours will
work the fame effeft in my fpirit ; they will in-
deed in lefs time on others better difpofed and
prepared than I am, who in the day of affliftion
feem to have ne remembrance, with due thankful-
nefs of profperity. Your papers fure, Sir, are
rarely fitted for the ufe of all ftruggling under the
burthen of fin or forrow, though by a fingular
and particular charity compofed for my lament-
able calamity, and as feafonably is this new fup-

ply
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ply come as is poffible, for its firft perufal by me.
Since I unfealed your packet this very morning,
the 21ft July, a day of bitternefs indeed ; I fea-
fon’d the firflt minutes of retirement, I alloted on
this day, for prayer and mourning with reading

them, and made a ftop for fome time on thofe

lines—* We may fecurely depend on the truth of
God’s promifes, to this purpofe, that a feed time
of tears fhall be followed by a plentcous harveft
of joys.”” *Tis a found I muft hereafter be a
ftranger to, in my pilgrimage here, but that it
fhall one day belong to me is a contemplation
of great comfort, and I blefs God itis fo; I
muft not in lowlynefs of mind deny the grace I
fometimes feel, though faint, are my beft thoughts
and performances as I am fenfible.

So willing I am to hearken to arguments of
confolation, and fo convinc’d that your’s are
ftrong, that though the phrafe feem’d odd I read
in your letter, that you would try to draw com-
fort to me from the caufe of my forrow, and ad-
minifter it from the very calamity I feel; yet I
did with much eagernefs rcad on, and muft ac-
quiefle in much of it with you. You imagine
that thefe late confufions have afforded matter of
tumultuous devousting thoughts, and though not
fo well digefted as they are in your letter, yet
every claufe in it I have tofled up and down.

And now, Doflor, I take this late wild ata

tempt
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tempt® to be a new proje&, not depending on,
or being linkt in the leaft to any former defign,
if there was then any real one, which I am fatif-
fied was not no more than (my own Lord con-
fcfled) talk. And 'tis poffible that talk going fo
far as to confider, if a remedy to fuppofed evils

‘might be fought, how it could be formed ? but as

I was faying, if all this late attempt was entirely

# Duke of Monmouth’s rebellion. -He was fon to
King Charles II. by Lucy Barlow, alias Walters. In his
declaration againft King James II. among other things,
he accufes him of the barbarous murther of Arthur Earl of
Effex in the tower, and of feveral others to conceal it ; of
the moft unjuft condemnation of William Lord Ruffell and
Colonel Algernon Sidney, being only accufed for meeting
in difcharge of their duty to God and their country, to con-

fult of extraordinary yet lawful means, to refcue our reli-

gion and liberties from the hands of violence, when all or-
dinary means according to the laws were denyed and ob-
ftruted.—Concluding, ¢ And we do appeal unto the great
God concerning the juftice of our caufe, and implore his
aid and affiftance, that he would enable us to go forth in
his name, and to do valiantly againft his and our enemies,
for he it is that knows we have not chofen to engage in
arms for private and corrupt ends or defigns, but out of a

-deep fenfe of our duty, We therefore commit our caufe

unto him, who is the Lord of hofts and the God of battles.”
He was taken, tried, and on the r5th July, 1685, be-
headed.—Ralph. His children were named Scott, he hav-
ing marricd Lady Ann Scott, daughter of Francis Eag of
Buceleugh, '

new,
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hew, yet the fufpicion my Lord muft have lain
under would have been great; and fome other
circumftances I do confefs muft have made his
part an hard one. So that from the deceitfulnefs
of the heart, or want of true fight in the direflive
faculty, what would have followed God only
knows. From the frailty of the will I fhould
have feared but little evil ; for he had fo juft a
foul, fo firm, fo good, he could not warp from
fuch principles that were {o, unlefs mifguided by
his underftanding, and that his own, not ano-
ther’s; for I dare fay, as he could difcern, he

never went into any thing confiderable, upon
the mere fubmiffiion to any one’s particular judgs .

ment. Now his own, I know, he could never
have framed to have thought well of the late a&-
ings; and therefore moft probably muft have fate
loofe from them. But I am afraid his excellent
heart, had he lived, would have been often
pierced from the time his life was taken away
to this. On the other hand, having, I truft, a
reafonable ground of hope, he has found. thofe
mercies, he died with a chearful perfuafion he
fhould, there is no reafon to mourn my lofs,
when that foul I loved fo well, lives in felicitys,
and fhall do fo to all eternity. ‘This I know in
reafon fhould be my cure; but flefh and blood

in this mixed ftate is fuch a flave to fenfe, the me- -

mory how I have lived, and how (as I think) I
muft ever do for the time to come, does fo prevail
and

go1

A.D.
1685,



308

8

LADY RUSSELL’S

and weaken my moft Chritian- refolves, that ¥
cannot att the part, that mere philofophy, as you
fet down many inflances, enabled many to an
sppearance of cafinefs, for I verily believe they
bad no more than me, but vainly affe@ed it. As
1 began the day with your letter and the fheets of
difcourfe both inclofed in one paper, fo I con-
clude it with fome prayers you formerly aflified

. me with. Thus, Doflor, you fee you have a

fpecial right to thofe prayers you are pleafed X
thould prefent for the fame effe@ on your fpirit,
if a portion of {uffering thould be your lot, as
you now with on mine, which after my poox
fafhion I will not be wanting in, that am,
Six,
Your obliged faithfull friend and fervant,
R. RUSSELL.

Southampton-houfe, 21 Fuly, 1685.

LETTER XXIV.

Lapy Russere o Dr. FitzwiLL1an,

N OW I know whereto find you, good Doflor,
(which I do by your letter writ at my Coufin
Spenfer’s) you muft be fure to hear from her who
is Rill not athawed to be on the receiving hand
vith you. ‘God has given you the ahilities, and
opportunity for it, and not to me; and what am

I, that
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1, that I fhould fay, Why is it not otherwife 7—

No, I do not, nor do I grudge or envy you the

pious and ingenious plealure you have in it; my

part in this world is -of another nature, ard I

thank you, Sir, (but God muft give you the re-

compenfe) you inftruft me admirably how to

overcome, that I may once make application of
that text, Revel. iii. 12, and maife fuch hopes as
cannot mifcarry. The great thing is to acquiefce

with all one’s heart to the good pleafure of God,
who will prove us by the ways and difpenfations
He fees beft, and when He will break us to
picces we muft be broken. Who can tell his
works from the beginming to the end? But who
can praife-his mercys more than wretched I, that
He has not cutme off in anger, who have taken
his chaftifements fo heavily, not.weighing "his
mercys in the midft of judgments! The firoke
was of the fierceft fure; but had I not then a rea-
fonable ground to hope, that what I loved as I
did my own foul, was raifed from a prifon to a
throne? Was I not enabled to fhut up my own
forrows, that I encreafed not his fufferings by
fecing mine? How were my finking fpirits fup-
ported by the early compaffions of excellent and
wife chriftiane,  without ceafing, admonithing me
of my dwty, inftrufling, reproving, comforting
me! You know, Doftor, I was not deftitute;
and I muft acknowledge that many others like
yourfelf, with devout zeal, and great charity, con-
tributed
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fpirits, and then fubjefting them by reafon to fuch
a fubmiffion as I could obtain under fo aftonith«
ing a calamity : and furthet, he has fpared me hi+
therto the children of fo excellent a friend, giving
them hopefull underftandings, and yet very traé-
able and fweet difpofitions; fpared my life in ufe-
fulnefs I truft to them; and being I am to linger
in a world I can no more delight in, has given
me a freedom from bodily pain to a degree I
almoft never knew, not fo much as a ftrong fit of
the head-ach have I felt fince that mifcrable time,
who ufed to be tormented with it very frequently.
This calls for praifes my dead heart is not exer- |
cifed in, but I hope this is my infirmity ; I bewail
it. He that took our nature, and felt our infir-
mities, knows the weaknefs of my perfon, and the
fharpnefs of my forrows. |
I thould not forget to mention, Sir, I didre=
ceive your papers and a letter I never had the
opportunity to tell you of, dated 13 Auguft ;and
another letter after that, where you write of your
being in London within a fortnight ; fo that time
{lipping, I know not where to find you, nor how
I came to let time do fo.
I know not if you have heard fome unwifht
for accidents in my family have hurried me into
new diforders. A young lady my Uncle Ruvigny
brought with him falling ill of the fmall pox, I
firft removed my children to Bedford-houlfe, then
followed
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followed myfelf, for the quieting of my good un-
cle’s mind, who would have it fo; from thence
I brought my listle tribe down to Woborne, and
when I heard how fatal the end was of the young
lady’s diftemper, I returned myfelf to Bedford-
houfe to take my laft leave (for fo I take it to
be) of as kind a relation, and as zealous tender a
friend as ever any body had. To my uncle and
aunt their niece was an inexpreffible lofs, but to
herfelf death was the contrary.  She died (as
moft do) as fhe lived, a pattern to all who knew
her. - As her body grew weak, her faith and hope
grew ftrong, comforting her comforters, and edi-
fying all about her; ever magnifying the good-
nefs of God, that fhe died in a country, where
fhe could in peace give up her foul to him that
made it. What a glorious thing, Do&or, ’tis to
live and die as fure as fhe did! I heard my uncle
and aunt fay, that in feven years fhe had been
with them, they never could tax her with a failure
in her piety or worldly prudence, yet the had
been roughly attackt, as the French Gazettes will
tell yau, if you have leifure to look over them
now they are fo many ; however I keep them to-
gether, and {o fend them to you, who fhall ever
be gratified in what you afk from me, as a recom-
penfe of all your labours; ’tis a poor one indeed,
the weak unworthy prayers of
Your very much obliged fervant,

Wobomﬁb, 11 0&. 1683. R. RUSSELL,

X You
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fs's?.' You fay I may dire& as I will about thofe pa-

pers now in my cuftody. T freely give my
judgment, *tis great pity they fhould be hid
like a candle under a bufhel; as they are
pioufly defigned, they will carry the more
effeftual blefling with them into the hearts
of fuch in whofe hands they fall ; and as
I believe °tis an excellent difcourfe, why
fhould it not ferve to excellent purpofes?
I could fay more of my opinion concern-
ing them, but truly methinks ’tis taking too
much upon me ; my modefty interpofes.

LETTER XXV.

Lapy RusserLr To Dr. FiTzwiLLIAM.

AS you profefs, good Doftor, to take pleafure
in your writings to me, from the teftimony of a
confcience, to forward my fpiritual welfare, fo do
I to receive them as one to me of your friendfhip
in both worldly and fpiritual concernments : do-
ing fo, I need not wafte my time nor yours to tell
you they are very valuable to me. That you are
fo contented to read mine, I make the juft allow-
ance for; not for the worthinefs of them, I know
it cannot be, but however, it enables me to keep
up an advantageous converfation without fcruple
of being too troublefome. You fay forhe things

: fometimes,
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fometimes, by which I fhould think you feafon’d,
or rather tainted with being fo much where com-
pliment or praifing is beft learned; but I con-
clude, that often, what one heartily wifhes to be
in a friend, one is apt to believe is fo. The effe&t

is not nought towards me, whom it animates to |

have a true not falfe title to the leaft virtue you
are difpofed to attribute to me. Yet I am far
from fuch a vigour of mind as furmounts the fe-
cret difcontent fo hard a deftiny as mine has fixt
in my breaft; but there are times the mind can
hardly feel difpleafure, as while fuch friendly con-
verfation entertaineth it; then a grateful fenfe
moves one to exprefs the courtefie,

If I could contemplate the conduéts of Provi-
dence with the ufes you do, it would give eafe
indeed, and no difafterous events fhould much
affe@t us. The new fcenes of each day, make me
often conclude myfelf very void of temper and
reafon, that I ftill fhed tears of forrow, and not
of joy, that fo good a man is landed fafe on the
happy fhore of a blefled eternity; doubtlefs he
is at reft, tho’ I find none without him, fo truea
partner he was in all my joys and griefs; I truft
the Almighty will pafs by this my infirmity; I
fpeak itin refpe& to the world, from whofe in-
ticing delights I can now be better weaned. I
was too rich in poffeflions whilft I poffeft him ;
all relifh now is gone, I blefs God for it, and pray
and afk of all good people, (do it for me from

Xe fuch
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fap  fuch you know are fo) alfo to pray that ¥ may
- more and more turn the ftream of my affe@ions
upwards, and fet my heart upon the ever fatif
fying perfe@tions of God; not flarting at his
darkeft providences, but remembering continually
¢ither his glory, juftice, or powet, is advanced by
every one of them, and that mercy is over all his
works, as we fhall one day with ravifhing delight
fee. In the mean time, 1 endeavour to fupprefs
all wild imaginations a melancholy fancy is apt to
Yet in; and fay with the man in the Gofpel, “1
believe, help thou my unbefief.””

If any thing I fay fuggeft to you matter for a
pious refle&tion, I have not hurt you but eafe
myfelf, by letting loofe fome of my crowded
thoughts. I muft not finifh without telling you,
I have not the book you mention of Seraphical
Meditations of the Bifhop of B. and Wells#, and
fhould willingly fee one here, fince you defign
the prefent. 1 have fent you the laft fheet of
your papers, as the fureft courfe; you can return
it with the book. You would, Sir, bave been
welcome to Ld. Bedford, who expreffes himfelf
hugely obliged to the Bithop of Elyt your friend;

# Kenn, Bithop of Bath and Walls, of an afcetic courfe
of life, and yet of a very lively temper.

+ Turner, Bithop of Ely, fincere and good natured, of
%00 quick imagination, and too defeltive 2 judgment.

. Burnd.

to



LETTERS.

to whom you juftly give the title of good, if the
chara&ter he has very generally, belongs to him.
And who is good is happy ; for he is only truly
miferable or wretchedly fo, that has no joy here,
nor hopes for any hereafter. 1 believe it may
be near Chriftmas beforc my Lord Bedford re-
moves for the winter, but I have not yet dif-
cours’d him about it, nor how long he defires
our company ; fo whether I will come hefore
him, or make ose company, 1 know not ; he thall
Peade himdelf, for I have no will in thefe matters,
nor can like one thing or way better than ano-
ther, if the ufe and conveniencies be alike to
the young creatures, whofe fervice is all the bu-
fimels 1 have in this world, and for their good I
tend all diligence in the power of,
Six,
Your obliged friend to ferve you,

R, RUSSELL.

Woborne Adbby,
87 Nowr. 1683,

I am mightily in arrear; pray let me know
what, and if I fhall dire& the paying it, or
Aay till I fee you,

X3 LET-
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LETTER XXVI.

_ Dr. Firzwirriam 1o LApY Russert.

IN my opinion it’s a long time that I have in-
terrupted that commerce with which you have
‘been pleafed to honour me on your part, by my
omitting to make the due acknawledgments I
ought for the packet of foreign letters, and your
own letter more valuable than all the intelligengg
they contained; though that was, and muft be
efteemed of great worth to all who have the leaft
honour for the Chriftian name, and ought to be
prized and rated yet higher by me, who do not
wear that name only, but have an extraordinary
charafter from him by whofe name we are called ;
fince it was compofed of the fucceffes of the
Chriftian arms againft the infidels and enemies of
our faith®. And therefore I the greedyer fnatch
at this opportunity, the firft, (except that of Thurf-~
day’s poft, of which too the intervention of com-
pany deprived me) which I have had through
fome gmploymcnt on my hands thefe two weeks
laft, to renew it again.

I am glad to find by the vigour with which that
was wrote, and the conftancy of mind you took

* The battle of Gran, 16 Aug. when the Duke of Lor-
rain, and the EleQor of Bavaria, beat the Turks, and foon
after tpok Newhaufel, &c,

your
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your leave of your moft tender ungle, and bid a
final adieu to him, that you have lefs need of the
cordials of my prefcribing to fortify you than
formerly. 1 hope the confiderations I have of-
fered, affifted with God’s grace to imprefs them
on your heart, will have that operation on you,
that you will be able entirely to refign and facri-
fice your own'will, defires, and all that you have,
to his wife difpofal, and can be content he fhould
govern the world without you, and you, as a
part of the great one, according to his own good
pleafure.

To this end you muft labour to mertify all
thofe regrets you have upon refle@ing on your
paft condition, and comparing it with your pre-
fent. The comparing them in your mind may
not be ufeful to you, becaufe apt to create dif-
turbance; but, however the judgment you pro-
nounce upon {uch a review may be erroneous,
you may be more happy now than you were when
you thought yourfelf moft fo, and in a fairer and
more probable way to attain to that happinefs,
which is not to be loft but by your own fault and
negle&, nor ravifht from you by the injury or
violence of another. But, if your afive mind is
for vying things with things, I would dire& your
honour to look, as I know you do, with eyes of
compaffion on the afflited flate of thofe poor
people in the neighbouring country, where the

X 4 hufband
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hufband is divided from his tender wife, the pa=
rents from their dear children, and are neither
permitted to live, nor yet allowed the favour to
die; and then to turn your eyes upon yourfelf,
enjoying, as you confefs, your own health and
firength in a greater meafure than formerly,
hopeful children, an afluence of temporal things,
and numbers of friends, it may be more than
the darlings and favourites of Providence, as it’s
here difpenfed, do; and then recollet with your-
felf, and try if you can truly and fafely pronounce
of yourfelf, that you are miferable.

And if you cannot truly form fuch a judgment,
I know your Ladyfhip will be fo fincere and ge-
nerous as not to coinplain you are fo to your
friends, or bemoan yourfelf with yourfelf as fuch,
I will not enlarge upon this topic as I might 3
for in good earneft no perfon is miferable but
comparatively, and almoft every man in fome
refpeét or other comparatively happy ; but thall
referve what can be morc faid, though it may
not be upon this argument, to be handled in
the purfuance of that difcourfe, of which you
‘have already the bigger part in your hands.—
What remains I will endeavour to finith as faf}
as my little affairs here will give me leave ; and
1 hope I fhall be able to tranfmit fome more
papers relating to it within three or four more
pofts,

In
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In the interval, and in all ¢imes, and ‘ia all ‘}“’;:

events, I refolve to continue,
Madam)'
Your honeur’s moft obedient
And devoted humble fervant,
' J. FITZWILLIAM.
From Mr. Tufton’s, St. Fames’s,
27 Nov. 1685.

LETTER XXVIL

Laoy RusseLr 1o Dr. Firzwirriam.

THOUGH I never think the returns come too
thick, by which I have the advantage of converf-
ing with Dofter Fitzwilliam, yet I am not cap-
tious in the matter, and would always have thefe
favours {uit your leifure, Sir, which in fo bufy a
life cannot always be regular. ’

I had not ftay’d fupplying you with new French
papers, but that I was doubtful how the laft got to
you; T haften thefe whilft you are in London,
for now your engagements lie in fo many places,
one knows not where to find you; but ftill ’tis in
employments of the nobleft fort, doing the work
of God ; and'man being a fociable creature, and
of fuch a compofition, that the mind muft be aét-
ing, how happy is it when all this is done con~
formdble to duty, and ferving to the beft ends,

‘ ; he
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. the falvation of men’s fouls? *Tis having chofen

the better part; and carries with it (I make no
doubt) peacefulnefs of mind which excells the
ftrongeft delights of earthly enjoyments, where
that'is fhut out, or rather not fo fully enjoyed;
for if we weigh temporal againft fpirituals, how
light would that fcale be to the fmalleft grain of
fpiritual comfort, though it were heap’d with all
the glorys, fame, and wealth, the moft carnal heart
can wifh for! The one fatisfies the immortal part
of a man; the other fatisfies the depraved appe-
tite. Asburied as I am in earth myfelf, and ever
mourning the lofs of an earthly felicity, which if
through weaknefs it exceeds I do bewail ; yet I
reckon the fufferings for the name of Chrift (if
to have that honour be my lot) and the obtaining
a title to an eternal inheritance in the place de-
fcribed. Revel. ch. xxi. and xxii. to be infinitely
above our fufferings in thefe houfes of clay ; what
I grieve the want of was fuch an one when here,
but now glorified with the fpirits of jult men
made perfe&.

Doétor, I will take your advice, and vye my

flate with others, and begin with him in the

higheft profperity, as himfelf thinks, the King of
a miferable people ; but truly the moft miferable
himfelf, by debafing as he does, the dignity of
humane nature ; and though for fecret ends of
Providence, he is fuffer’d to make thofe paor
ereatures drink deep of a moft bitter cup, yet

the
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the dregs are furely referved for himfelf. What

a judgment is it upon an afpiring mind, when per-
haps half the world knows not God, nor con-
fefles the name of Chrift as a Saviour, nor the
beauty of virtue, which almoft all the world has
in derifion, that it fhould not excite him to a
reformation of faith and manners; but with fuch
a rage turn his power to extirpate a people that
own the Gofpel for their law and rule! How

infamous- to his fame is the one! How glorious

to his memory would the other have been! But
he is too wicked to be an inftrument of fo much
good to his degenerate age. Now, Sir, I cannot
chufe but think myfelf lefs miferable than this
poor King. For the vaft numbers of fufferers ¥,

the

* The Edi& of Nantes, made 1598, in favour of the
Proteftants in France, and confirmed 1622, was unjuftly

srevoked 22 O&. 1685, and the Hugonots cruelly perfe- -

cuted. The liberties of the Proteftants in France were
founded upon folemn laws, upon perpetual, irrevocable, and
facred edi@ts, and which could not be recall’d without vio-
lating at once the public faith, the royal word, and facred-
nefs of an oath. ¢ How often did our King, Lewis XIV.
promife us to preferve us in our privileges ! How many
declarations, how many edifts did he fet out to that pur-
pofe? How many oaths were taken to confirm thofe
edi®s? Did not this very King himfelf folemnly promife,
by feveral edi&s and declarations, to maintain us in all the
liberties which were granted us by the Edi& of Nantes ?
And yet after all, what fcruple was there made to violate

fo
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the found thereof is more terrible to thofe ata
diftance than the calamity of a fingle perfon ; but

"taken afunder, the fufferings of any one, and

thofe I have and do feel, are not perhaps at fo
wide a diftance as as it appears, theirs being
heaped thgether; but as you very well note,
there is no flate to be promounced extremely
miferable, but a flate of fin, which will deprive
us of a future flate of glory, without a deep re-
pentance, which I wifh to all finmers. I hear
our King has given leave for a colle&ion for
thofe Proteftants which have been drove hither.
God make his people thankfull for it.

My Lord Gainlborough aad all that family,
fent in here as they went by to Dunftable, lai
week. '

I know you will ufe your power, and I with
you could prevail with my nephew to fettle him-

fo many laws, fo many promifes, and fo many oaths ?"—
Letter from Fremch Refugees in Germany, 1687, o King
Sames 11. Declaration. Burnct fays, « We foe what fee-
ble things edi&s, coronation caths, laws and promifes re.
peated over and over again, proved to be where the Romith
religion prevails ; the Great Lewis gave his Proteftant fub-
je&s affurances of his obferving flill the Edi& of Nantes,
-even after he had refolved to break it ; and a promife in the
edi& that repcale_d it, that no violence fhould be ufed to
any for their religion, in the very time that he was order
ing all pofiible violences to be put in execution againft
them.”

felf
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felf in a family of his own. I truft God will be
gracious to the child of fo good a mother, and
incline him to what fhall be in the end beft for
him. , '

Though { am in the country, 1 fhould cal}
to memory you are in London. I do fo, and
therefore clofe this from,

S1r,
Your obliged and affe&ionate fervant,

R. RUSSELL.

Woborne Abby, Nov. 1683.

The papers are {well’d to a great bignefs, but
if you care for them in London, I will dis
re& them weekly, though I may not happen
to write; for fometimes indeed I have oc-
cafion to do fo too much, for fo heavy a
mind as mine is. ’Tis my prefent cafe this
morning.

LETTER XXVIIL

Lapy Russkrr To Dr: FiTzwiLLtam.

WHEN I tell you, Do8tor, this is the feventh
letter difpatched for this morning, any one of
which could not be omitted, and that I have ftill
before noon French difpatches to make, you will
not, though I write but a few lines, believe I wil-

lingly decline the writing more, Letters of com-
pliment
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pliment I would lay afide for it, I affure you, if
I had more time. Yes, Dofor, the liberty I
take when I write to you, gratifies much more my
weary mind, than the matter one fills up paper
with to others ; yet fomething of that fort: muft
be, while we drag on here, efpecially when one
has more than one’s own miferable carcafs te
bave a regard for, which while my children are,
I have, and with a diligent concern will I wreftle
to fupport them, and make them great, or worthy
to be fo, who have been fo early (by a fpecial
Providence) unfortunate. But who knows, fays
Solomon, what is good for a man in his life 7 all

tthe days of his vain life. ~ Yet there is anr infe-

parable connexion between God’s wifdom and
his will; fo his work is perfeét, for all his ways
are judgment ; and this is a neceffary refle&ion
at the aftonifhing changes of this age. If I look
upon your letter, Doétor, I fhall never end, but
begin anew upon one part or other of it. Indeed
that figure only of a man, if one fpeaks of him,
engages to {ay a great deal : but I refrain.

I read a letter laft night from my fifter at
Paris. She writes as every body that has humane
affe@tions muft ; and fays that of 1,800,000, there
is not more than 10,000 efteemed to be left in
France, and they, I guefs, will foon be converted
by the dragoons, or perifh. So that near two
millions of poor fouls, made of the fame clay as
himfelf, have felt the rigour of that favage man.

~ What
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What you utter in a prophetical rage, I agree
vill come to pafs. I have had reports of my

- nephew, but I will not proceed ; yet I fhow you
how hard ’tis not to do fo, by

Your very affeftionate friend to ferve you,
R. RUSSELL.
Woborne Abby, Nov. 1685.

LETTER XXIX.

DRr. TirrorsoNn To Lapy Russktrr,
[Birch’s Life of Tillotfon.]

Honourep Mapaw,
Canterbury, Nev. 21, 1685,

WHEN I look back upon the date of your
Ladyfhip’s letter, I blufh to fee it hath lain by
me fo long unanfwered. And yet I affure you
no day paffeth, in which your Ladyfhip and your
children are not in my mind. But I know not
how, in the hurry I am in in London, one bufi-
nefs preffeth fo hard upon another, that I have
lefs time for the things to which I have moft in-
clination. I am now for a while got out of the
torment and noife of that great city, and do en-

joy a little more repofe.
It was a great trouble to me to hear of the fad
lofs your dear friend fuftained during his thort ftay
in
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in England*. But in fome circumftances, to die

“1s to live. And that voige from heaven runs

much in my mind, which. St. John heard in
his vifion of the laft (as I think) and moft ex
treme perfecution, which fhould befal the faith-
ful fervants of God, before the final downfal of
Babylon, * Blefled are the dead that die in the
Lord from henceforth ;> meaning, that they were
happy, who were taken away before that terrible
and utmotft trial of the faith and patience of the
faints. But however that be, I do greatly rejoice
in the prefervation of your children from the
great danger they were in upon that accafion,
and thank God heartily for it, becaufe whatever
becomes of us, I hope they may live to fee better
things.

Juft now came the news of the prorogation of
the parliament to the 1oth of February, which
was {urprifing to us. We are not without hopes,
that in the mean time things will be difpofed to a
better agreement agaiaft the next meeting. But
when all is done, our greateft comfort muft be,
that we are all in the hands of God, and that ha
hath the care of us. And dao not think, Madam,
that he loves you the lefs for having put {o bitter
a cup into your hand. He whom he loved in-
finitely beft of all ‘mankind, drank much deeper
of it.

# The death of her coufin, niece of Monf. Ruvigny,
mentioned in the letter of 11th O&. to Dr. Fitzwilliam.

I did
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1 did hope to have waited. upon my Lord of
Bedford at my return to London; but now I
‘doubt this prorogation will carry him into the
‘country before, that time. I intreat you to pre-
{ent my moft humble fervice to his Lordfhip,
to dear little mafter, and the young ladies. I
am not worthy the tonfideration you are pleafed
to have of me; but I pray continually for you
all, and ever fhall be, Madam,

Your Ladyfhip’s moft faithful
And humble fervant,
JO. TILLOTSON.

LETTER XXX.

Lapy RusserrL To DR, FiTzwiLLIAM.

I PRESUME, Doéor, you are now fo fettled in
your retirement (for fuch ’tis in comparifon of
that you can obtain at Londen) that you are at
leifure to perufe the inclofed papers; hereafter I
will fend them once a week, or oftener if you
defire it. ' . *

Yefterday the Lord Delamere paffed his tryal,
and was acquitted®, I do blefs God that he has

# Henry Booth, Lord Delamere, tried for partaking in
Monmouth’s rebellion. Finch, Solicitor General, was very
violent againfl him, but Saxon, the only pofitive evidence,
appearing perjur'd, he was acquitted by his Peers. He
afterwards ftrenuoufly promoted the Revolution ; in 1699,
was created Earl of Warrington, and died 1693.

Y caufed
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caufed fome ftop to the effufion of blood has been
fhed of late in this poor land. But, Dof&or, as
difeafed bodys turn the bheft nourifhments, and
even cardials into the fame four humour that
.confumes and eats them up, juft fo do 1. When
I fhould rejoyce with them that do rejoyce, I
feek a corner to weep in. I find I am capable
.of no more gladnefs; but every new circum-
ftance, the very comparing my night of {orrow
after fuch a day, with theirs of joy, does, from a
refle@tion of one kind or other, rack my uneafy
mind. Though I am far from wifhing the clofe
of theirs like mine, yet I can’t refrain giving fome
time to lament mine was not like theirs; but I
certainly took too much delight in my lot, and
would too willingly have built my tabernacle here;
for which I hope my punifhment will end with
life.

The accounts from France are more and more
altonithing ; the perfeing the work is vigoroufly
perfued, and by this time compleated ’tis thought ;
all without exception, having a day given them ;
only thefe I am going to mention have found fo
much grace as I'll tell you. The Countefs de Roy*®
is permitted, with two daughters, to go withim
14 days to her hufband, who is in Denmark, in

* Countefs du Roy, wife of Frederic Charles du Roy,
Knight of the Elephant, and Generaliffimo to the King of
Denmark ; his daughter, Henrietta, was the 2d wife of
William Wentworth, Earl of Strafforc. :

: that
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that King’s fervice; but five other of her chil-

dren are put into monafterys. Marefchal Schom- -
berg* and his wife are commanded to be prifo-

ners in their houfe, in fome remote part of France
appointed them. My uncle and his wife are per-
mitted to come out of France. This I was told
for a truth laft night, but I hope it needs a con-
firmation. :

*Tis enough to fink the firongeft heart to read
the relations are fent over. How the children
are torn from their mothers,and fent into monaf-
terys; their mothers to another. The hufband
to prifon, or the gallies. Thefe are amazing pro-
vidences, Doftor! God out of infinite mercy
ftengthen weak believers. 1 am too melancholy

* Frederic de Schomberg, Marfhal of France, was created
by King William, Duke Schomberg, &c. 1689 ; kill'd at
the battle of the Boyne, 1 July, 16go. He was fon of
Count Schomberg, by Lord Dudley’s daughter. The
Count was kill’d, with feveral fons, at the battle of Prague,
1620. The Duke was a man of great calmnefs, applica-
tion, and condu& ; of true judgment, exa& probity, and an
humble, obliging temper. The perfecution of the Proteft-
ants induced him to leave France and enter into King Wil
liam’s fervice. He was 82 yearsold at his dcath.—Rapin,
His death, fays Ralph, was indeed an irreparable lofs. The
hiftorian fays, we cannot do too much honour to his me-
mory, which will make a confiderable figuze in hiftory,
whilft the world lafts. His fon Charles was mortally
wounded at the battle of Marfiglia, 24 Sept. 1693.

Ye ' . anm
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an intelligencer to be very long, fo will haften to
conclude, firft telling you Lord Talbot * is come
out of Ireland, and brought hufbands for his
daughters-in-law ; one was ‘married on Tuefday
to a Lord Roffe; the other Lord is Dungan;
Walgrave that married the King’s daughter, is
made a Lordt. The brief for the poor Proteft-
ants was not {ealed on Wednefday, as was hoped
it would be; the Chancellour bid it be laid by,
when it was offered him to feal.

I am very really, Do&or,

Your affe&tionate friend and fervant,

R. RUSSELL.
15 Fan. 1685-6.

LETTER XXXI.
Lapy Russert To Dr. FITzwiLLIAM.

I HAVE received and read your letters, good
Doftor. As you never fail of performing a juft
part to your friend, fo it were pity you fhould
not confider enough to a& the fame to yourfelf.

* Lord Richard Talbot, afterwards Earl of Tyrconnel,
a papift.
* + Henry, Lord Waldegrave, of Chewton, married the
Lady Henrietta Fitz-James, natural daughter to King
James II. by Arabella Churchill, fifter to John Duke of
Marlborough ; be retir'd to France in 1689, and died at

Paris the fame year.

I think
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I think you do; and all you fay that concerns
your private affairs, is juftly and wifely weighed ;
foI let that reft. I acknowledge the fame of the
diftin& paper which touches more nearly my fore;
perhaps I ought to do it with fomé fhame and con-
fufion of face, and perhaps I do fo, Do&or; but my
weaknefs is invincible, which makes me, as you
phrafe it excellently, poffefs paft calamities. But
he who took upon him our nature, felt our infir-
mities, and does pity us; and I-fhall receive of
his fulnefs at the end of days, which I will filent~
ly wait for.

If you have heard of the difmal accident in
this neighbourhood, you will eafily believe Tuef~
day night was not a quiet one with us. About
one o’clock in the night I heard a great noife in
the fquare, fo little ordinary, I call’d up a fer-
vant, and fent her down to learn the occafion.
She brought up a very fad one, that Montague~
houfe was on firé; and it was fo indeed; it burnt
with fo great violence, the whole houfe was con-
fumed by five o’clock. The wind blew ftrong
this way, fo that we lay under fire a great part of
the time, the fparks and flames continually co-
vering the houfe, and filling the court. My boy
awaked, and faid he was almoft ftifled with fmoke,
but being told the reafon, would fee it, and fo
was fatisfied without fear; took a ftrange bedfel-
low very willingly, Lady Devonthire’s youngeft
boy, whom his nurfe had brought wrapt up in a

Y3 blanket.
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blanket. Lady Devonfhire* came towards morn.
ing and lay here; and had done fo fill, but for
afecond ill accident. Her brother, Lord Arrant,
who has been ill of a fever twelve days, was de-
fpaired of yefterday morning, and fpots appeared 3
fo fhe refolved to fee him, and not to return hi-
ther, but to Somerfet-houfe, where the Queen
offered her lodgings. He is faid to be dead,
and I hear this morning ’tis a great blow to the
family ; and that he was a moft dutiful fon and
kind friend to all his family.

Thus we fee what a day brings forth! and how
momentary the things we fet our hearts upon!
O! I could heartily cry out, When will long’d-
for eternity come! But our duty is to poffefs
our fouls with patience.

I am unwilling to fhake off all hopes about
the brief, though I know them that went to the
Chancellour § fince the refufal to feal it, and his

* Mary, daughter to James Butler, Duke of Ormond ;
married to William Cavendith, Earl, afterwards Duke of
Devonthire. v

+ He died Jan. 26, 1685-6.

1 George, Lord Jefferies, Baron of Wem, very invete-
rate againft Lord Ruffell. He was, fays Burnet, fcanda-
Youfly vicious, drunk every day, and furioufly paffionate ;
and, when Lord Chief Juftice, he even betrayed the decen-.
cies of his poft, by not affefting to appear impartial, as
became a Judge, and by running upon all occafions into
noify declamations. He died in the Tower, April 18, 1689.

anfwer
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anfwer does not encourage ones hopes. But he
is not a lover of fmooth language; fo in that
refpe& we may not fo foon defpair®.

I fancy 1 faw the young man you mentioned
to be about my fon. One brought me fix prayer-
books as from you ; alfo diftributed three or four
in the houfe. I fent for him, and afkt him if there
was no miftake ? He faid, No. And after fome
other queftions I concluded him the fame per-
fon. Doétor, I do affure you I put an entire
truft in your fincerity to advife; but, as I told
you, I fhall ever take Lord Bedford along in
all the concerns of the child. He thinks it early
yet to put him to learn in earneft; fo do you I
believe. My Lord is afraid if we take one for
it, he will put him to it; yet I think perhaps to
overcome my Lord in that, and affure him, he
fhall not be prefsd. But I am much advifed,
and indeed inclined, if I could be fitted to my
mind, to take a Frenchman, fo I fhall do a
charity, and profit the child alfo, who fhounld
learn French. Here are many {cholars come
over, as are of all kinds, God knows.

I have fill a charge with me, Lady Devon-

* DoQ&or, afterwards Bifhop Beveridge, objeted to the
reading the brief in the ¢athedral of Canterbury, as con-
trary to the Raobric. Tilotfon replied, ¢ Do&or, Do&or,
charity is above rubrics.”

Birch.
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fhire’s daughter, who is juft come into my cham«
ber; fo muft break off.
I am, Sir, truly,
Your faithfull fervant,
sed Fanuary, 1685-6. R. RUSSELL.

The young lady tells me Lord Arran is not
dead, but rather better,

LETTER XXXIL

Lapy RusserL 7o DRr. Fitzwirriam.

1 INTENDED you, good Doétor, a letter be-
fore I left Windfor, but I queftion if it fuc-
ceeded, for the day I fent it to the coach, that
was newly gone; and the next, you was gone, I
believe. However, the French papers were the
greateft lofs, fo it is pretty indifferent how it fell
out; if a like fate befalls this, it will be of a like
confequence, fetting afide the information I write
this on purpofe to give you, whic<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>